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How to Interpret Scripture


Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 2, 2020) Creation – Genesis as Foundation – Part 2 

Scripture Texts: Job 26:7-10; Genesis 1; 2; 5; 11; 1 Chronicles 1:18-27; Matthew 19:4-5; John 1:1-3; Psalm 19:1
Introduction: Before the theory of evolution could hit the world, there were many scientists and great thinkers such as Johannes Kepler, Isaac Newton, John Ray, and Robert Boyle who were inspired by the Scripture and its explanation of the Creation of this world. 
But the French Revolution changed the thinking of the people and led them to think that they did not need God, and, in fact, that they would be better off without God. And this worldview led them to look for some explanation for origins other than creation by God. These ideas got a great boost when Charles Darwin wrote his book, The Origin of Species, in 1844 and, finally, published it in 1859. Someone else was ready to publish similar ideas if he did not! 
Does 1844 remind you of anything? Does the fact that many people were looking for the second coming of Jesus suggest that Satan needed to do something to try to counterfeit?  So, what does the Bible actually teach about the origin of our world?
A  Genesis and paganism:

· Creation in other cultures.

· Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God created, the heaven and the earth.” 
· Genesis 1-2 is not the only account of creation of mankind. There are other accounts like the Atra-Hasis (exceedingly wise) epic, which tells the Akkadian concept of creation. Then you have the Gilgamesh epic and the Egyptians and Greeks also had their own creation stories. 
· All of them have some common elements with Genesis (for example, the use of clay), but also great differences. 
· In non-Biblical stories, mankind was created as a selfish act, or because of competition between gods. This is an idolatrous perversion of the truth. 
· What does the Old Testament teach us about the nature of this earth?
· Job 26: 7-10 ‘God stretched out the northern sky and hung the earth in empty space. It is God who fills the clouds with water and keeps them from bursting with the weight. He hides the full moon behind a cloud. He divided light from darkness by a circle drawn on the face of the sea.’
· Only Genesis introduces the creation of mankind as a result of the love of an omnipotent God, with no selfishness at all. 
· It should be very obvious that the role of God and His relationship to human beings in the biblical story is very, very different from that depicted in Atra-Hasis. 
· Thus we conclude that the Atra-Hasis epic was a corrupted story handed down from the times of the flood while the account given to us by Moses in Genesis is the divinely-inspired record and the version handed down through the faithful descendants of Adam and Noah of what actually happened. 
· Creation and idols.

· Why are the Sun and the Moon not mentioned by name?

· In many cultures, the Sun god (Egyptians god-Ra) and the Moon were gods who took part in the creation of Earth and mankind. Therefore, those celestial bodies were worshipped by almost all the cultures in ancient times.
· It is very interesting to notice that Moses, who was very familiar with the pagan worship of the sun and the moon, chose not even to use those words lest someone misunderstand what he was saying and think he was honoring the sun god or the moon god of pagans. Thus, Moses used the terms greater light and lesser light and showed that they were created byGod and were not gods themselves. 
· Genesis makes it clear, to avoid idolatry: God created them for a specific function; they were just lights with no life or creating power at all. 
· There are not several gods in Creation that we should worship. There’s no chance and there are no whims. Everything was created with a purpose (Isaiah 45:5, 18). Only God, our Creator, is worthy of our worship.

B  Genesis and Earth:

· Flat Earth?

· Some people believe that Earth is flat because of reading some passages like the one in Job literally. As if it was sustained by pillars and limited by four literal angles (see Revelation 7:1).

· Although we know Earth is round and not flat (Pro. 8:27; Isa. 40:22), we still use the four cardinal points. We also say that the Sun rises and sets, although we know that the Earth is the one moving around the Sun. We’re not using a scientific register when using those expressions. Likewise, there are descriptions in the Bible that use a common registry instead of a scientific one.

· Young Earth?

· There are several genealogy records in the Bible that cover the period between Adam and Abraham: Genesis 5 and 11, 1 Chronicles 1:1-27 and Luke 3:23-38.

· Both names and ages are given, so we can calculate how much time passed between Adam and Abraham.

· If we add those years, we can find out when Abraham lived.

· According to Jewish traditions, Creation took place about 5,780 years ago. This is not a 100% reliable date, but we can have a rough idea of how old Earth is.

C  Genesis and the Bible:

· Creation in the rest of the Bible.

· God’s creating power is mentioned frequently in the Old Testament. For example, the book of Isaiah contains more than 10 references to God as Creator. (Isa. 42:5; 43:1, 7, 15, 21; 45:8; 54:16, 56:7; 57:16; 65:17, 18).

· The first 11 chapters of Genesis are referenced many times by Jesus and the Apostles in the New Testament (Matt. 19:4-5; Mark 10:6-9; Luke 11:50-51; John. 1:1-3; Acts 14:15; Rom. 1:20; 2Co. 4:6; Eph. 3:9; 1Tim. 2:12-15; James. 3:9; Jude. 11, 14; Rev. 2:7; 3:14; 22:2-3). 
· These passages teach us that Creator God made human beings, male and female. He then married them and said what God has joined together, let no man put asunder. Human history is said to have started with the creation of the world. Through Him, that is through God, all things were made; not one thing in all creation was made without Him. He made heaven, earth, sea, and all that is in them. God not only created our world, but also out of darkness, He created light. Adam was created first and, then, Eve. Eve was deceived and, then, Adam intentionally joined her. They were made originally to be in the likeness of God. In that early garden, there was the tree of life growing in the Garden of Eden. It bore fruit 12 times a year. Enoch was the seventh direct descendent from Adam. In the days of Noah, eight people were saved by God in a boat.
· There are also mentions to Creation as the foundation of doctrines as important as sin or redemption and the detailed plan of salvation (Romans 5:12-19). 
· Paul repeatedly contrasted the fall of the first Adam with the salvation that is provided through Jesus Christ, whom he called the second Adam.
· And it is very surprising that in modern times many believe that the Bible is an antiquated book with little relevance to the major questions of the 21 st century. 
· Such people believe that there is no major difference between the creation and status of animals and the creation and status of human beings! They think we are all just part of a line of evolution. 
· ‘In Hinduism, we evolve through reincarnation into another life-form when we die. God is in all and is all. According to Hinduism, there are 33 million gods as personified through nature. This concept goes back to ancient Egypt where there were 22,000 gods and where death and life were perceived as part of the great circle of life.—Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 122. 
· In the light of all these arguments, it is important for us to recognize that the God we worship created Adam and Eve in a perfect, sinless state at a time when death did not exist anywhere in the universe even though sin and rebellion had previously started in heaven with Lucifer. 
· The Genesis account is correct and divinely planned. And the Creation account is foundation of Genesis. 

· The Bible would lose its cohesion and reliability without the foundation of Genesis.
Question: If God did not create humankind in the beginning as Adam and Eve, will He be able to re-create us at the time of the resurrection?
God Bless You!!!
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