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Making Friends For God: The Joy of Sharing in His Mission

Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Why Witness? 

Scripture Texts: James 5:19-20; Luke 15:6; Zephaniah 3:17; John 7:37-38; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15.
Introduction: The Scripture tell us through John 3:16 that God loves everyone and wants everyone to be saved. There is nothing God would love more than to have every single human being: 1) Respond to His love, 2) Accept what He offers, and 3) Be saved in His kingdom. God will weep over every sinner who chooses to rebel against Him; He wept even over Satan when he chose to rebel. He wants you and me to be saved. In fact, He wants to save us more than we want to be saved! And He also wants us to share this offer of salvation with others! How do we share this offer to others? It is through witnessing. 

So, what is witnessing all about? It is really about sharing the good news about Jesus Christ and His offer of salvation. In fact, He is our Saviour and we should want to talk about Him on every occasion that we get. 

This quarter we will be learning about making friends for God and witnessing to them. Let us dive into our Bible lesson study and learn more! 
How often do you get an opportunity to share what you believe about God? It is really not our responsibility to open up opportunities; God is the One who will open opportunities. We just have to be awake to see them when they happen. So, what does God do? 
Question: Do we understand clearly why Jesus came to this earth to save human beings? 
Luke 19:10 “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

James 5:19-20 ‘My brothers and sisters, if any of you wander away from the truth and another one brings them back again, remember this: whoever turns a sinner back from his or her wrong way will save that sinner’s soul from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins. 

Ellen G. White tells us of another reason saying, “But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe… The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 68.2-69.0 (1890) . 

Thus Jesus came down to this earth: 
A  To offer salvation.

· God reveals Himself in several ways:

· Through the work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32)

· Through nature (Psalm 19:1)

· Through special or providential circumstances (1 Chronicles 16:12)

· Through the life and ministry of Jesus (John 1:18)

· Despite being able to use all those means of communication, God has chosen us to announce the plan of salvation to others.

· He wants those who have accepted Salvation to share it with others. He wants us to share what we have received, giving others the opportunity to accept eternal life (Matthew 10:8; James 5:20).
B  To make God glad.

· Have you ever wondered how God feels about the pain, suffering and injustice sin has brought to our world? (Jeremiah 13:17). 
Question: Are you happy with the life you are living? Are you convinced that you are obeying God’s will for you? Look at Luke 15 to see what would make God really happy.
· When a heart accepts Christ, the angels burst into shouts of cheerfulness, and God sings joyfully (Luke 15:7; Zephaniah 3:17). All heaven rejoices when the lost are found. In a world filled with disease, disaster, and death, we can bring joy to the heart of God by sharing the “good news” of salvation with others. 
· What can be more rewarding, more fulfilling, than knowing your witness brings joy to the heart of God in a world of sadness?

C  To grow.

· As we mentioned before, God has many ways to reveal Himself. However, even when revealing Himself directly, He always put people in contact with other people. Check the experiences of Saul or Cornelius, for example (Acts 9:3-6; 10:1-6).
· Preaching the Gospel is a blessing for us. We can grow spiritually and rejoice with Christ when people accept Him.

D  To obey Jesus’ command.

· God doesn’t want “anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 
(2 Peter 3:9 NIV)

· God has chosen men and women (2Peter 2:5; Gen. 12:1-3), nations (Isa. 49:6) and peoples (Acts 1:8) to make Salvation known through history. From the time when God called Abraham until our day, His foremost purpose in calling any person or group of people has been to make them witnesses to others about God’s love and care for them. 
· Unfortunately, the Old Testament tells us about the story of the Hebrew people who turned inward and cared more about themselves than they did about sharing the gospel with their neighbors. 
· For the church to neglect or minimize the command of Christ is to fail in the purpose of her existence and miss her prophetic calling to the world. 
E  For love’s sake.

· The love of Jesus moved Paul to spread the Word of God all over the world since he understood that Jesus had given His life to save him (2Cor. 5:14-15). 
· Why should we witness? First of all, we want to be partners with God. We want to make heaven rejoice by sharing the good news with others. But, witnessing also has a massive beneficial effect on us. It has often been demonstrated that the best way to find out if you understand something is for you to try to explain it to someone else. 
· Witnessing is a loving response to God’s love. We know that witnessing is one of heaven’s means for bringing joy to the heart of God.
· We should witness because it is one of the best ways to grow our Christian experience. It is one of the most important ways we could grow to become like Jesus. 
· In a world of crisis when disease, death, lost jobs, and fear are everywhere, it is a perfect time to talk about God. And there is nothing else we could do for God that would make Him happier than to speak about Him correctly and encourage others to love Him as we do. 
· “Most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear […] out of goodwill. […] [they] do so out of love.” (Philippians 1:14-16 NIV). 
· So, looking at what is happening in our world right now, aren’t the current economic crisis and the health crisis with the pandemic an opportunity for us to talk about God?
God Bless You!!!
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