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How to Interpret the Scripture

Lesson – 10 (Qtr – 2, June 6, 2020) The Bible as History 
Scripture Texts: 1 Samuel 17; Isaiah 36:1-3; 37:14-38; Daniel 1; 5; Matthew 26:57-67; Hebrews 11:1-40; Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:6.
Introduction: The Bible recounts the plans of God that He has fulfilled. It is filled with history. It is amazing that in recent times, more and more evidence has been found from outside the Bible to confirm the biblical accounts. Today historical and geographical studies confirm these accounts. 
The fact that biblical history is consistent and fits with the evidence that can be confirmed from outside the Bible, makes it unique among religious documents. Archaeological discoveries and historical studies testify of people, places and facts in the Bible. 
The last one hundred years have seen some of the greatest discoveries (above all archaeological) which confirm the Bible, its events and the historical reality of Jesus Christ. However, there are many things such as the existence of God that the Bible does not try to prove. Why doesn’t the Bible try to prove the existence of God? The Bible simply assumes it. 
The story of the Bible begins immediately with God’s action in human history. Not only did He create Adam and Eve in that beautiful Garden of Eden, but also He warned Noah to build a boat before He sent the flood. 

Next, He called Abram out of Ur of the Chaldees. Later, with the help of Moses, He delivered His people from bondage in Egypt. He gave Moses copies of the Ten Commandments written with His own finger on tablets of stone. And He challenged all of us to live according to those eternal rules. Finally, He sent His Son to live and die in our world and, thus, split history in two–B.C. and A.D. 

What evidence do we have outside of Scripture to support the biblical history? Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  A proven story: Some of the earliest direct evidence that has been found so far concerns the times of David and Solomon and their rule over Israel and Judea. 
The first kings – Kings David and Solomon were considered mythical for some time. Until recently, many critics have doubted even the existence of David, or of Solomon, or of their kingdoms. 
· Try to imagine how different our biblical record would be if David and Solomon had not existed. There would be no Jerusalem as we know it. There would be no temple in Jerusalem. There would be no future Messiah in the line of David. Israelite history would have to be completely rewritten. (See 2 Samuel 5:6-10; 1 Kings 8:17-20; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Revelation 22:16.) Later, the location of Ephes Dammim (current Khirbet Qeiyafa), Socoh, Azekah and Elah (Saul's camp) was found.

· The fight between David and Goliath took place in an real place between real armies.

· The name of one of Saul's sons (Esh-Baal, 1Chr. 8:33) was found written on a pot made around 1000 BC. 
· In 1993, excavations at the northern city of Tel Dan, right on the border with Lebanon, uncovered a large monument stone recording the victory of King Hazael of Damascus over “the King of Israel” and the king of the “House of David” around 840 B.C. The house of David is mentioned in that inscription of Hazael, king of Damascus. 
The Assyrian invasion 
· In 701 BC, Sennacherib invaded Judah. He destroyed Lachish and besieged Jerusalem. An account of the destruction of Lachish was found in his palace. 
· Read Isaiah 36:1-3 and Isaiah 37:14-38. A few years after the Assyrians from Nineveh had conquered the northern kingdom of Israel (723/722 B.C.) by laying siege to Samaria, the capital of Israel, they returned to see if they could do the same to the southern kingdom of Judah. 
· Hezekiah was king at the time in 701 B.C.; but, this time the story was different. Hezekiah was one of the few good kings. He turned to God and to the prophet Isaiah for direction. Sennacherib, one of the generals of the Assyrian army, came with a large group of soldiers to offer a peace treaty to the people of Jerusalem and overtly despise and directly challenge their God. Assyria had already conquered Lachish which was not too far away and basically controlled all of the territory of Judah except Jerusalem. They had conquered 46 of Hezekiah’s strong walled towns. 
· But, instead of defying Sennacherib or trying to fight him, Hezekiah, with the help of Isaiah, turned to the Lord; God’s angel wiped out Sennacherib’s entire army. (Isaiah 37:36) Sennacherib later boasted that he shut up Hezekiah in his city “like a bird in a cage.” But, just as God had prophesied in Isaiah 37:33-35, the Assyrians did not enter that city or conquer it.  
· In the British Museum in London there is a large room displaying the wall carvings from the Assyrian capital in Nineveh describing Sennacherib’s conquest of Lachish in Judah. But, he did not conquer Jerusalem. 
· The "Sennacherib's Annals" tell how he couldn't conquer Jerusalem, but "as for Hezekiah the Judean, I shut him in his city like a bird in a cage."

· Babylon. 
B  The Greek historian Herodotus (5th Century BC) thought that Sammuramat was the queen of Babylon, and that she rebuilt it and made it great. He didn't know about Nebuchadnezzar or Belshazzar. 
· There are many, many small clay tablets that have been recovered from Babylon. And many of them are from the time of Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar. 
· We know about the story of  Daniel and his many experiences, vindicating the power and activities of the Lord God of heaven.  
· Today we know that Sammuramat was the queen of Assyria, Nebuchadnezzar rebuilt Babylon, and Belshazzar was co-reigned with his father Nabonidus.

· The Ishtar Gate was one of the gates to the inner city of Babylon. It's currently displayed in the Pergamon Museum in Germany. 
· It is interesting that Babylon is represented in the Bible as a lion with wings. Many beautiful depictions on tile of lions in various positions have been preserved from Babylon. Many of these tile lions have been preserved and can be seen in the various museums in the Middle East and in Europe. 
How do you think the early training of Daniel and his three friends affected the biblical record and the history of the world? What if Daniel had not been faithful? Would his visions have been given to someone else? 
· Jesus.

· But, more and more evidence is being found to support that history, the story which we know from the Gospels. 
· Read Matthew 26:57-67; John 11:45-53; and John 18:29-31. Caiaphas was the high priest during the final days of the life of Jesus. He was determined to rid the world of Jesus whom he considered to be a rival. 
· Josephus, a Jew who served as a historian for the Romans, wrote: “Besides which he also deprived Joseph, who was also called Caiphas [sic], of the high priesthood, and appointed Jonathan, the son of Ananus, the former high priest, to succeed him.”—Josephus Complete Works (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications, 1969), book 18, chapter 4, p. 381. 
· Later, a monument from the 1st Century showing the next inscription was found: “Pontius Pilate, governor of Judaea.”

· In 1990, a family tomb was discovered south of Jerusalem containing 12 ossuaries. An ossuary is a bone box. People were buried without being preserved in any way, and fairly quickly the flesh was gone. The Jews then would gather the bones and carefully place them in a smaller bone box where they would be protected. These ossuaries (bone boxes) were clearly dated from the middle of the 1 st century A.D. And on one of those very elaborate bone boxes it says: “Joseph, son of Caiaphas.” Many scholars believe that this was the actual bone box holding the very bones of the man who condemned Jesus. 
· These findings corroborate the story in the gospels, and in the account of historian Flavius Josephus.

· Again, the Bible is proven to be historically reliable. 
Question: How do you feel about these kinds of evidence as a support to our belief in the Bible? 
C  A reliable story.

· Most of the Bible contains the account of historical events. True and reliable events, as we saw in the previous sections.

· There is archaeological evidence that support the reliability of the Bible, but they cannot be the base of our faith.

· The Bible is more than just history. It contains the stories of men and women of faith who believed in God and followed His instructions.

· Their acts of faith and trust motivate us to follow their example as we read in (Hebrews 11). 
· Enoch walked with God. Noah built a boat on faith alone and rode out the worst storm this world has ever seen. 
· Abraham exercised his faith in God and traveled to a new country, became a father at an old age, and, finally, was offering that promised son on an altar when, suddenly, his hand was held back and a substitute was found. 
· Sarah became pregnant at a time when it was thought to be impossible. Joseph prophesied that Israel would leave Egypt and asked to have his bones taken back to Canaan when they went. 
· Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter and led Israel out of Egypt, not afraid of Pharaoh, choosing rather to suffer with the children of Israel. Moses, raised as an adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, although not entering the land of Canaan on this earth was taken from his grave to the heavenly Canaan. 
· Rahab avoided being killed in the destruction of Jericho because she gave the spies a friendly welcome. Despite all his foibles, Samson managed to bring down the Philistine temple, killing thousands but dying with them, thus, defeating the armies of his enemies. 
· Faith may seem like something quite unclear to some people. But, for these people it was very real. Hezekiah had God’s promise! Daniel had God’s vision. 
· Question: How much evidence do we need? How can we be sure that even though many people and places named in the Bible have been documented in archeology that the Bible is not just a “historical novel”? It is faith in the Word of God that can help us believe! 
· The Bible can transform our lives with the help of the Holy Spirit. 
God Bless You!!!
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