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How to Interpret Scripture

Lesson – 11 (Qtr – 2, 2020) The Bible and Prophecy 

Scripture Texts – Daniel 2:27-45; 7:1-25; 8:14; John 14:29; Num. 14:34; 1 Cor. 10:1-13
Introduction - Does God have a plan which includes the earth and the human race? If so, can man know it? The answer is a definite, yes! God does have a plan, and that plan is clearly outlined in the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Man can know God’s plan clearly if only he will come to the Bible and submit his mind and heart to the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
In our previous lessons we have learnt that one of the ways that the true God distinguishes Himself from all other so-called gods is by His ability to predict the future far in advance. (And allow me to say this that Prophecy is nothing but God’s foretold and foreordained plan that He is working); and the other is His ability to create out of nothing. Thus, Bible prophecy is essential in our identity and mission in support of our belief in the true God. (See Isaiah 40-55.) 
The Prophet Isaiah wrote by divine inspiration: “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do it. Hearken unto me, ye stouthearted, that are far from righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it shall not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place salvation in Zion for Israel my glory (Isaiah 46:9-13).
Here is a tremendous statement. The claims are supernatural, and therefore, they can apply to none other than God Himself. Here he declares Himself to be the self-existent, eternal, sovereign, uncreated One, “declaring the end from the beginning.” 
Question: Where has God declared the end from the beginning? He has told it clearly on the pages of the Bible, the Holy Scripture. Holy Men of God, guided by the Holy Spirit, wrote of great events centuries before they were to come to pass. 
It is believed that almost about 30% of the contents in the Scripture have some prophetic application. What is the purpose of the Prophecy? The passages of John 14:29; 13:19; 16:4 make it clear that the purpose of prophecy is so that when events that had been prophesied actually take place, we can recognize them and acknowledge God’s power. “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe (14:29) that I am He” (13:19).  Prophecy was not given so that we can write some bedtime stories or for the newspapers. 
A  Interpreting prophecy. (Can we be sure that we are interpreting prophecy correctly?) 
One of the great questions in dealing with interpretation of prophecy is the question of which method you are going to use: (1) The historicist method, (2) The preterist method, or (3) The futurist method. 
· Historicism is a method of interpretation based on the idea that prophecies are fulfilled in history, in the present and in the future. It teaches that history is linear or progressive. 
· It began with the conflict in heaven, (Revelation 12:7-12) and came to this earth in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve believed the snake instead of God and ate the fruit. (Genesis 3) It progressed consistently forward, step-by-step, until the second coming of Jesus and, then, after a thousand years, the third coming when God will reestablish His kingdom on this earth. So, what are the main reasons why we believe in the historicist method? 
Ellen G. White writes, “We are to see in history the fulfillment of prophecy, to study the workings of Providence in the great reformatory movements, and to understand the progress of events in the marshalling of the nations for the final conflict of the great controversy.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 8, 307.2. 

· If we follow the Historicism interpretation, we can see how God foretold the succession of kingdoms from Babylon to today through Prophet Daniel (Ch. 2, 7-12).

B  The timeline of prophecy: 
· Reading through Daniel 2:27-45, we see that Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as interpreted by Daniel in Daniel 2 is well known. Only God could have shared that dream. Clearly, the head of gold, the arms and chest of silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, the feet of iron and clay, and the stone cut out without hands suggest a continuous, uninterrupted progression in world history.

· In Daniel 7&8, we see a different set of images. There are beasts, each one symbolizing a different empire from the days of Babylon until the second coming of Jesus. 

· From our vantage point near the end of this world’s history, it should be easy for us to recognize the truthfulness of those prophecies. 

· One of the keys necessary for interpreting how these prophecies are laid out in the history of our world is what is known as the year-day principle.
· The “year-day” principle. 

· The “year-day” principle can be found in Leviticus 25:8, Numbers 14:34, Ezekiel 4:6, and other texts. The idea is that prophetic days are equivalent to actual years if the next requirements are fulfilled: 
(1) The prophetic period must be mentioned in a passage with symbolic elements (beasts, horns, etc.).

(2) The events must be compatible with time periods longer than actual days (e.g. 1,200 days of papal control).

(3) They are not mentioned in the usual way (e.g. “half a time”, “evenings and mornings”, months of 30 days). 
· In the above passages it is clear that God Himself has used the year-day principle on more than one occasion in the Bible itself. 

· So, on what basis do we use the year-day principle in interpreting these long time periods of prophecy? See Daniel 7:25; 8:14; and Revelation 11:2-3; 12:6,14; 13:5where three equivalent time periods are mentioned: 3½ years, 42 months, and 1260 days. 
· We need to recognize that the ancient Mesopotamians had a 360-day calendar and each month was 30 days in length. So, we can see a clear equivalence between the 3½ years, 42 months, and 1260 days in these prophecies. 
· Also the other elements that supports the ‘year-day’ principle in interpreting these prophecies are the : the use of symbols, long time periods, and peculiar expressions. 
· 1. The symbolic nature of the beasts and horns representing kingdoms suggests that the time expressions also should be understood as symbolic. The beasts and horns are not to be taken literally. They are symbols for something else. 
· 2. Many of the events and kingdoms depicted in the prophecies cover a time span of many centuries, which would be impossible if the time prophecies depicting them were taken literally. 
· 3. The peculiar expressions used to designate these time periods suggest a symbolic interpretation. In other words, the ways in which time is expressed in these prophecies (for example, the “2,300 evenings and mornings” of Daniel 8:14, NIV)
· But, there is another, perhaps more compelling reason why we need to use the year-day principle. Daniel 9:25 tells us that “the going forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince” would be 69 weeks. If this is literal time, it would be one year, four months, and one week. Obviously, that is completely impossible. 
· But, if we use the year-day principle, we calculate to 490 years later and discover that the prophecy was incredibly accurate, historically dating down to the time of Christ’s baptism in A.D. 27 

· Identifying the symbols.

· Daniel 7 tells the division of the fourth beast in 10 kingdoms, and the emergence of a special “little horn”:  Rome divided into ten parts by 476.A.D. 
(1) Three kingdoms fall before it. (Heruli, the Vandals, the Ostrogoths). These three powers refused to submit to the bishop of Rome. Thus the papacy encouraged army to destroy them. The last one destroyed in 538. A.D.
(2) It speaks against the Most High.(commands people to worship it)
(3) It persecutes the saints for 1,260 years. (persecute those who disagreed w/it)
(4) It tries to change times and law.(Sabbath to Sunday) 
· This identifies that horn as the political and religious power that came from Rome (but was still Rome). 
· In Daniel 8, the “little horn” is Rome, which conquers new territory and wages war on the saints. This phase is the same as the “little horn” in chapter 7. 
· There are seven common characteristics between the little horns of Daniel 7 and Daniel 8: (1) both are described as a horn; (2) both are persecuting powers (Dan. 7:21, 25; Dan. 8:10, 24); (3) both are self-exalting and blasphemous (Dan. 7:8, 20, 25; Dan. 8:10, 11, 25); (4) both target God’s people (Dan. 7:25, Dan. 8:24); (5) both have aspects of their activity delineated by prophetic time (Dan. 7:25; Dan. 8:13, 14); (6) both extend until the end of time (Dan. 7:25, 26; Dan. 8:17, 19); and (7) both are to be supernaturally destroyed (Dan. 7:11, 26; Dan. 8:25).
· There’s only a political and religious power in history that fulfills this: Papacy. Its activity began in the Dark Ages and will continue until the End Time.

· The zenith of the events. (What happens after the feet of iron and clay?)
· The historical events in Daniel 7-12 lead to a zenith: the judgment, and the kingdom given to the saints (7:10, 27; 8:14; 12:1).

· Daniel 7:11 explains that the judgment begins while the “horn” is still active. When we line up Daniel 7 and Daniel 8, it seems clear that the pre-advent judgment predicted in Daniel 7 lines up with the cleansing of the sanctuary in Daniel 8:14. Of course, the idea of the cleansing of the sanctuary comes out of the ideas taught about the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 16. How are these two events related?
· Daniel 8:14 and 9:24 point out its beginning (the purification of the Heavenly Sanctuary): 2,300 years after 457 BC; i.e. 1844 AD. 
· Daniel 9:24 tells us that the prophecy of 70 weeks or 490 years regarding the Jewish nation is “cut off” from the vision of 2300 days of Daniel 8:14. 
· Can we determine when these two prophecies began–at the same time? 
· Ezra 7:7 tells us that the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem occurred in the seventh year of Artaxerxes. That would be 457 B.C. Counting forward 2300 years, we come to 1844 since there was no “Year 0.” Interestingly enough, that came shortly after the apparent demise of the Roman Catholic Church when the pope was arrested by General Berthier in 1798 and imprisoned where he died shortly thereafter.
· Finally, Daniel 12:1-3 tells what will happen once the judgment ends: after some time of trouble, Jesus will come back to give us eternal life.

C  Typology as prophecy.

· Typology is the interpretation of historical events to apply types in them to future events or spiritual truths.

· For example, John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God” (John. 1:36). He’s applying the type of the lamb that was sacrificed every day at the Temple to Jesus, who takes our sins away by His death.

· Jesus used the brazen serpent as a symbol of His death, and the story of Jonas as a symbol of His stay in the tomb (John. 3:14; Matt. 12:40).

· Paul used many examples like these (1Cor. 10:1-13; Gal. 4:21-31) to teach spiritual truths that can be applied to our daily life.
· So, what are we to do today? There is a desperate need for the three angels’ messages calling for us to announce the day of God’s judgment and to come out of Babylon. And god has given each one of us to give that message to the world! 
God Bless You!!!
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