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How to Interpret Scripture

Lesson – 12 (Qtr – 2, June 20, 2020) Dealing With Difficult Passages                    

Scripture Texts: 2 Timothy2:10-15; 1 Chronicles 29:17; James 4:6-10; Galatians 6:9; Acts 17:11; 2 Peter 3:15-16
Introduction: Many who spend time with Scripture and has struggled to understand all that is written in it believe that there are many passages in the Bible which are hard to understand. One of the most common reasons that ordinary people have difficulty understanding some passages of Scripture is the use of the traditional King James Version. In that case, the problem is the use of ancient language with which many people in our day are not familiar. We must also understand that God used ordinary people in ancient times and cultures which we do not fully understand living in the 21st century. 
To avoid that kind of difficult situation, the reader needs to move to the New King James Version or some more up-to-date version. It is always good to try a new translation to challenge our thinking with something new. The Bible was originally written in up-to-date language. 

Such difficulties should not trouble anyone who takes and believes the entire Bible and compares Scripture with Scripture, taking it in a spirit of humility and submission. There may be many other ways to deal with contradicting passages. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Logic.

· CONTRADICTIONS

· How many blind men did Jesus heal in Jericho? How many demon-possessed men were there in Gadara (Matt. 8:28; Luke. 8:27)? Who tempted David to take a census (2 Sam. 24:1; 1Chr. 21:1)?

· Most of the apparent contradictions in the Bible are found in parallel passages.

· When two people tell the same event, they usually recall different details, even if both witnessed it at first hand. This happens because different things caught the attention of each person. Logically, this results in differences between the two accounts.

· ERRORS OF COPYISTS
· Some discrepancies in Scripture might be due to minor errors of copyists or translators.
· One of the most evident errors of copyists is found in some translations of 1 John 5:7-8. In this case, the marginal note of a copyist was included by other copyists as part of the original text. 
· How do we deal with this? In 2 Timothy 2:10-15. Paul admonishes Timothy to be diligent and to be “accurately handling the word of truth”. 
· TRANSLATION ERRORS

· Sometimes, the error of a copyist may result in translation errors, like in Revelation 22:14.

· Some Greek manuscripts use an expression (HOIPOIOUNTESTASENTOLAS) that translates as “those who do His commandments” (NKJV). Other manuscripts use a different expression (HOIPLUNONTESTASSTOLAS) that translates as “those who wash their robes” (NIV).

· We must check these passages against similar ones to understand which interpretation is the right one. These errors are human; they have nothing to do with the divine inspiration of the Bible.

B  Honesty.

· We may find some passages that we cannot understand or explain. How should we respond? 
· In those cases, we should be honest and acknowledge that we are not able to solve the problem.

· If we know that an explanation may be wrong, it's a serious mistake to embrace it as true. It's even worse to introduce this explanation with the intention of deceiving others, making them believe something we know the text does not actually support. 
· If we do not have an immediately satisfactory answer for some Bible difficulty, it is better to be honest about it and wait until we understand it better. Being honest builds trust, especially when dealing with those whom we are trying to instruct or who are unfamiliar with our beliefs.
C  Humbleness. 
· What about those passages that seem to go against something we believe it's true? What if those passages are pointing out something we're doing as sin?
· Being humble and willing to admit that we might be wrong does not mean that we do not have firm convictions. 
· Pride may prevent us from admitting we're not right. We may try to find an explanation to make the passages support our "truth" or sin at any cost, no matter how twisted the explanation.

· On the other hand, a humble spirit will help us to accept the truth as written in the Bible, and let God mold our lives according to that truth. 
· “We need to humble our hearts, and with sincerity and reverence search the word of life; for that mind alone that is humble and contrite can see light.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald,* December 15, 1896, par. 12. Compare Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, August 22, 1907, par. 5; Signs of the Times, July 30, 1902, par. 5; YRP 109.3.
D  Perseverance. (Galatians 6:9) 
· While Paul speaks here about our persistence in doing good to others, the same attitude is necessary when we deal with difficult questions. Why are determination and patience important in solving problems? 
· The difficulties in the Bible give us an opportunity to set our brains to work, and the determination and persistence with which we pursue a solution reveals how important the issue is for us. 
· We must take time to perseveringly study some difficult texts. We may even have to set them aside for some time, until God gives us more light to understand them.
· The Bible should never be studied without prayer. When we humbly pray to God to give us guidance, amazing insights are sometimes revealed. But, we need to remember that the first place to look for answers to Bible difficulties is in the Bible itself. 
· The time we devote to a matter is directly proportional to how interested we are on it. Therefore, be persistent and patient in Bible Study.

E  Prayer.

· We can ask the author of the Bible directly when we don't understand something. God gave us prayer to communicate with Him. 
· The best solution to Bible difficulties is still found in the Bible itself.
· We should never study the bible without praying. We must let the Holy Spirit guide us into all truth (John 16:13).
· Taking an attitude of prayer toward Scripture always gives us a fresh perspective. Don’t we recognize that we need God’s help in understanding what we are reading? 
· In prayer, our motives are laid open, and we can tell God why we want to understand what we read. In prayer, we ask God to open our eyes to His Word and to give us a willing spirit to follow and practice His truth.
· Daniel was given a vision which perplexed him and troubled him for years. (See Daniel 8.) Finally, after an honest and lengthy period of time of praying to God, the answer was given to him; it is one of the most important passages of Scripture. (Daniel 9) Are we prepared to allow God to do that for us? Or, are we going to demand that we have the answers that we want right now? We live in a society that wants instant answer and satisfaction! 

· “In the Bible are many mysteries that finite human beings find difficult to comprehend and that are too deep for us to explain fully. This is why we need a humble mind, and should be willing to learn prayerfully from Scripture. Faithfulness to Scripture allows the biblical text — even though its meaning goes against our grain — to say what it actually says. Faithfulness to Scripture will respect the text rather than alter the text (yes, some actually change the texts themselves) or evade its true meaning. 

· “When the word of God is opened without reverence and without prayer; when the thoughts and affections are not fixed upon God, or in harmony with His will, the mind is clouded with doubts; and in the very study of the Bible, skepticism strengthens. The enemy takes control of the thoughts, and he suggests interpretations that are not correct. Whenever men are not in word and deed seeking to be in harmony with God, then, however learned they may be, they are liable to err in their understanding of Scripture, and it is not safe to trust to their explanations. Those who look to the Scriptures to find discrepancies, have not spiritual insight. With distorted vision they will see many causes for doubt and unbelief in things that are really plain and simple”. — Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, pp. 110, 111. 

God Bless You!!!
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