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                                                    How to Interpret Scripture

Lesson – 13 (Qtr – 2, 2020) Living By the Word of God 

Scripture Texts: Philippians 2:12-16; Luke 4:4, 8, 10-12; Psalm 37:7; 46:10; 62:1-2,5; Colossians 3:16; James 1:22.
Introduction: The ancient history records tell us that the advisors of any king were a select people who were full of wisdom and were a constant guide to their king. Who would not want to have the world’s wisest person as his/ her constant guide? But God offers you something even better than that! The inspired records provide wisdom beyond any human’s capacity; our only problem is understanding it and following it. 
The Scriptures are a treasure house of information about how God has dealt with rebellion in His universe and how He has guided various people through the centuries in their own lives. In this study we will learn that:
1. In order to appreciate the moral and spiritual authority of the Bible, we must first of all read it and listen to it as the Word of God. 

2. Christ is the “master”, our model, an example to us in His communion with the Father which was dependent on the Word. 

3. The Bible shouldn’t just be studied, but meditated upon, received as God’s Word and accepted as the maximum authority for the believer. 
A  Let the Holy Spirit work.

· Philippians 2:12 is an invitation to work out our own salvation. How should we do that? 
Paul was in prison in Rome; and expected that he would be released soon, and he was writing to his friends in Philippi. He encouraged them to get along, not to argue or complain, but to shine like the stars lighting up the sky. He wanted to be proud of those with whom he had worked to give the gospel. 
· According to Paul, studying the Word of God must bring substantial changes to our lives (v. 14-16).

· We must let the Holy Spirit work so those changes can happen:

· He enlightens our minds (John 14:26)
· He leads us to Jesus (John 15:26)
· He leads us to the truth (John 16:13)

· He gives us hope and confidence (Romans 5:5)
· He gives us joy (Romans 14:17)
· He fills us with love (Galatians 5:22)
· He leads us to obedience (Philippians 2:13)
· Let us remember that the most important work that the Holy Spirit has done relative to this earth is the giving of the Scriptures. In our day, the Holy Spirit not only helps us to read and understand the Scriptures, but also He can help us understand and follow God’s directions. 
· Ellen G. White tells us that “No one is able to explain the Scriptures without the aid of the Holy Spirit. But when you take up the word of God with a humble, teachable heart, the angels of God will be by your side to impress you with evidences of the truth.—Ellen G. White, Advent Review and Sabbath Herald,* February 18, 1890, par. 14. Compare Selected Messages, Book 1, 411.3. 
B  Put the Bible into practice.

· Jesus studied the Scriptures. He embraced them and could remember them and apply them properly in various aspects of His life.

· He used the Scriptures when He was tempted, when He threw out the money changers from the Temple, when He had to answer difficult questions…

· We should also use the Bible when making decisions, when acting, when interpreting events, when sharing Christ with others…
· How much Scripture have you memorized? How much of it can you still quote? Many of us had memory verses that we learned in times past; but, they have slipped from our memories. When dealing with Satan’s temptations, wouldn’t it be good to have a number of Scriptures stored in our memory for ready access? That is what Jesus did! See Luke 4:4,8,10-12. The records suggest that there were some in Jesus’s day who memorized the entire Old Testament in the original language! 

C  Accept the whole Bible.

· Jesus didn't reject the Scriptures. He gave them a broader meaning instead (Matthew 5:38-39).

· He clarified that He had not come “to abolish the Law or the Prophets” (Matthew 5:17 NIV). Rejecting parts of the Bible was never His intention.

· No one can determine which parts of the Bible are inspired or useful and which ones are not. 
· We believe that Scripture must be interpreted in light of the life and teachings of Jesus. They cannot be set against each other. Luther used his ideas of sola Scriptura and the Christomonistic principal to downplay the usefulness of five books in the New Testament: Hebrews, James, 2 Peter, Jude, and Revelation. Imagine what the Seventh-day Adventist Church would be without Hebrews and especially without Revelation. 
D  Make the Bible yours:

· Devote time to it.

· We should set time aside to seek Jesus through Bible study and prayer.

· We will not discover the truths in the Bible by just reading it quickly. We must read it carefully, meditate on it, and let the Holy Spirit speak and enlighten us.

· Include a moment for study and prayer in your daily schedule. Your thoughts will be linked to the Fountain of Life, and you will reflect Jesus. 
· How can we deliberately and intentionally set aside some time every day to respectfully and quietly study God’s Word and pray? 
· Remember that the One we are talking to when we pray, actually holds our lives in His hands. (Acts 17:25,28) 
· Learn it by heart.

· Why is memorizing Bible passages useful? 
· Having access to the Scriptures in a word-by-word memorized form can prove to be a huge benefit. 
(1) We can apply them to various circumstances. 
(2) They help us making decisions.

(3) They influence our thoughts and actions.

(4) They lift up our thoughts to God.

(5) They protect us against false ideas and interpretations.

(6) We can quote them when we need them, even if we don't have a Bible close at hand.

(7) They defend us from temptation.

· There are many different ways to learn the Bible, its teachings and its stories by heart. One way to memorize Scripture is to learn “Scripture songs.” Singing God’s Word is a blessing. Combining the words of Scripture with brief but beautiful melodies is a tremendous aid to memorizing. We remember what we sing. Music is one of the most effective ones. 
· Music forms a part of God’s worship in the courts above, and we should endeavor, in our songs of praise, to approach as nearly as possible to the harmony of the heavenly choirs. The proper training of the voice is an important feature in education and should not be neglected. Singing, as a part of religious service, is as much an act of worship as is prayer. The heart must feel the spirit of the song to give it right expression.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 594.2-3. 
· When we sing hymns and spiritual songs, the truths of the Bible get attached to our minds. They are also a source of encouragement and hope (Ephesians 5:19).
· What else can the Scripture do for us? 
· “ All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching the truth, rebuking error, correcting faults, and giving instruction forright living, 17so that the person who serves God may be fully qualified and equipped to do every kind of good deed.— (2 Timothy 3: 16-17) Good News Bible
· What have we learnt from and about Scripture during these series of lesson studies? Do we take Scripture more seriously and make it our rule of life? 
God Bless You!!!
3

