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Scripture Texts: Mark 5:15-20; 16:1-11; Acts 4:1-20; 26:1-32; 1 John 1:1-3; Galatians 2:20.
Introduction: Is personal testimony powerful? If you are like Paul and feel that you cannot keep quiet about your relationship with Jesus Christ, it will be seen and heard. 
No one can argue with you about your personal testimony or experience. People can argue about theology; they can laugh away at religion; but, when you talk about your personal experience, even skeptics may be impacted by the power of the gospel and how it has affected you. 
In this Bible lesson study, we will explore into some powerful personal testimonies recorded in the Bible. Why are they so important and powerful? Let’s dive into our lesson and learn! 
A  The testimony of the possessed man: An unlikely witness.

· When Jesus arrived at Decapolis, only a violent possessed man welcomed Him. Jesus released him from the demons that were tormenting him.

· The man was restored physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. He wanted to stay with Jesus. However, Jesus chose him to be the first missionary. His mission was a simple one, to tell others what Jesus had done for him. “So the man left and went all through the Ten Towns, telling what Jesus had done for him. And all who heard it were amazed…” Mark 5: 15-20 
· Thanks to his testimony, a great crowd gathered to listen to Jesus some months later 
(Mark 8:1-10).
· How would you have responded if you had been one of those who heard the demoniac’s testimony? 
· He had been transformed from being demon-possessed, terrorizing the whole countryside to a man who was physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually whole. 
B  The testimony of Mary: Boundless joy.
· Following Jesus’ burial, on Sunday morning, the women decided that they must go to the tomb and pay their proper respects to the dead body of Jesus. There were no soldiers there. Instead, there was an angel ready to greet them, saying: “He is not here; for He is risen.” (Matthew 28:6, NKJV*)
· Meeting Jesus on Resurrection Sunday filled Mary with excitement. She couldn’t help but run and tell everyone the good news. 

· Ellen White suggested that Mary, coming from a different direction, actually arrived at the tomb first, learned that it was empty, and raced to tell the disciples. Then, the other women arrived and were met by the angel. After hearing Mary’s story, Peter and John raced back to the tomb to confirm what Mary had told them. 
· We should also run and share our experience after meeting Jesus. Because good news is worth sharing.

· However, no one believed her (Mark 16:11). Don’t expect everyone to believe our words immediately. They all believed eventually! 

· Why do you think that the disciples did not believe Mary when she told them that Jesus was gone? 
C  The testimony of Peter and John: Impossible silence.

· The transformation of the apostles was impressive. Even their enemies could see that they had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13). 
· Peter: From self-sufficient to Christ-dependent

· John: From son of thunder to apostle of love

· Thomas: From skeptic to believer

· Each apostle had a different experience. They could share a personal and unique testimony. 
· The New Testament church was growing explosively. Three thousand people were baptized on the day of Pentecost. And soon there were 5000 more. Among them were Sadducees (Acts 6:7) and Pharisees. (Acts 15:5) 
· Think of the incredible transformation of Peter. From shrinking at the questioning by a maid working in the courtyard of Caiaphas to standing boldly before the Sanhedrin and saying: “This man stands here before you completely well through the power of the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth–whom you crucified and whom God raised from death.” (Acts 4:10, GNB*) What would you have said?
· Jesus is transforming us too. We should share our personal experience even during hard times.

D  The testimony of Paul (I): Daily conversion.

· The conversion of Paul is one of the most spectacular ones. His vision of resurrected Jesus triggered a radical change in his life.

· When sharing his testimony, he didn’t just talk about that one-time change in his life. He explained that God was still working in his life. His conversion was renewed daily, “I die daily.” (1 Corinthians 15:31) 
· Paul’s bold testimony was the evidence of a life that had been powerfully changed by God Himself.
· Witnessing is not about us, but God. It is to share His forgiveness of sins, His daily blessings, His inexhaustible grace, His everlasting love… (Psalm 103:3; Lamentations 3:23; John 1:16; Jeremiah 31:3).
E  The testimony of Paul (II): A powerful personal testimony.
· Paul showed great kindness to Herod Agrippa. He thanked Agrippa for giving him the chance to share his personal testimony.

· Paul’s speech was interrupted, so he made a personal call to Agrippa, “Do you believe?” 
(v. 27)

· What God has done in our lives may cause a strong impact in others. We can show them what accepting Jesus and being redeemed is like, and we can lead them to surrender to Him.
· Do you think you would be comfortable putting together a brief story about your own experience with Jesus Christ?
God Bless You!!!
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