Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 3, July 25, 2020) Prayer Power – Interceding for Others (gladadventministries.com)

Making Friends for God


Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Prayer Power – Interceding for Others 

Scripture Texts: Revelation 12:7-9; Ephesians 1:15-21; 6:12; Hebrews 7:25; Dan. 10:10-14; 1 John 5:14-16; James 5:16.
Introduction: Ever since the beginning of the great controversy in heaven and the Creation, Satan is doing everything possible to thwart our plans and misrepresent God. So, how should we relate to the great controversy? How should we bring back our hopes? 
In this lesson study we will recognize one absolute essential fact and the key weapon against this great controversy is prayer. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 

The disciples and the followers of Jesus were devastated when He was crucified. But, hopes revived when they discovered that He had risen from the dead. So, what were they to do next? 

Ellen G. White narrates that beautiful experience of Jesus’ followers recorded in Acts saying, “As the disciples waited for the fulfillment of the promise, they humbled their hearts in true repentance and confessed their unbelief. As they called to remembrance the words that Christ had spoken to them before His death they understood more fully their meaning. Truths which had passed from their memory were again brought to their minds, and these they repeated to one another. They reproached themselves for their misapprehension of the Saviour. Like a procession, scene after scene of His wonderful life passed before them.... These days of preparation were days of deep heart searching. The disciples felt their spiritual need and cried to the Lord for the holy unction that was to fit them for the work of soul saving. They did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely. They were weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls. They realized that the gospel was to be carried to the world, and they claimed the power that Christ had promised.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 36.1-37.2
Question: What does God do when we pray? We do not begin to understand His actions; but, we know that He works alongside our prayers to draw those we pray for to Himself. Let us look into our study to know when we need intercessory prayer: 
A  Intercessory prayer:

· Praying in conflict.

· We live in a world full of conflict. A conflict between good and evil, between Christ and Satan, between nations, and between families. Every person is serving in one side, and most people are indecisive.
· There’s no “compulsory military service” in Christ’s side. He doesn’t force anyone to follow Him. He doesn’t intervene if we don’t allow Him.

· Intercessory prayer is the way we “let” God intervene in the lives of those we pray for. John tells us in 1 John 5:16 that “If you see your brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray to God, who will give them life. This applies to those whose sins do not lead to death…
· God honors our choice to pray for them and works even more powerfully in their behalf.

· Praying for specific people.

· Jesus didn’t rely on His own strength to overcome the hosts of evil. He always depended on the strength of the Omnipotent, ‘All – Powerful’ God through prayer.

· He left an example of praying for specific people, as He did for Peter. Jesus knew that Peter wasn’t aware he needed help on that night. Therefore, Jesus interceded on his behalf.
· God’s kingdom is based on love. There can be no forcing or compulsión in love. Freedom, complete freedom, must be possible in order for love to fully exist. When we pray for someone else, God has an opportunity to say to the Devil: “Step back. I am not violating this person’s freedom; I am acting in accordance with his friend’s prayers.” 
· God encourages us to bring specific people to His throne and leave them on His hands. We must persist until we see the result. Every one of us must with humility acknowledge our total dependence upon God when we pray; but, we must never give up praying.
· Praying for other believers.

· Paul used to pray for other believers. What did he ask for? 
· The apostle Paul also prayed for his many friends in the various churches that he helped to establish. One excellent example of that is found in Ephesians 1:15-21. Ephesians 1:15 begins with some very puzzling words. Why would Paul who had spent three years in Ephesus say: “For this reason, ever since I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus…”? Paul had worked very closely with the Ephesian brethren for three years. But, scholars recognize that the book of Ephesians was not written only to the Ephesian church. Instead, it was intended to be an encyclical. That means that while the letter went to the church at Ephesus, it was to be copied by them and sent to all the other churches that Paul had started or built up. Thus, in this letter, Paul was addressing all church members wherever they were located. 
· Paul also used to thank for the spiritual growth of his brothers and sisters, as in his prayer in Philippians 1:3-11. He prayed for them to continue their progress in the faith. 
· And notice what Paul prayed for. He prayed for the Holy Spirit to come upon them so that they would have a better knowledge of God. He prayed for their minds to be opened so they could understand more clearly what plans God had for them.
· We should pray for our brothers and sisters as Paul did, so they may be strengthened and encouraged in their Christian journey.
· Could these words of Paul be spoken about us and our churches in the 21st century? How would you feel about having Paul pray for you? 
B  God hears our prayers. Another example of a great intercessory prayer is the story of Daniel. Based on Jeremiah 25:11 and 29:10, Daniel already knew that God was going to allow the nation of Judea to be in captivity for 70 years. Daniel was then quite elderly and knew that 70-year period would be coming to a close. So, he decided the time had come for him to fast and pray to see if he could get more details about God’s plan for His people.
· Daniel was worried about the situation of those who had returned from Babylon to Jerusalem. Daniel was upset and prayed for them for 21 days.

· God sent a vision to the distressed prophet in the most appropriate moment. He assured Daniel that his prayers had been listened since the first one.

· God had been working in other aspects of the battle before answering Daniel’s prayer. He listens to every intercessory prayer, although we may have to wait for His answer.

C  How to pray. So, what exactly is the role of our prayers?
· Our intercessory prayers should be fervent (passionate), sincere and specific.

· Paul prayed for specific people (e.g. his collaborators) and specific churches (e.g. Ephesus or Philippi). He also asked the church to pray for his liberation or for his preaching to be strengthened (Philippians 1:19; Colossians 4:3).

· We should pray for those who we know haven’t met their Savior yet (John 17:20), for the believers to be strengthened (Ephesians 3:14-16), for God to extend His forgiveness (1 John 5:16), for the protection of those going through hard times (Acts 12:12)…

· When we pray for others, we become a channel of God’s blessing to them.
· Ministering angels are waiting about the throne to instantly obey the mandate of Jesus Christ to answer every prayer offered in earnest, living faith. —Ellen G. White, Selected Messages,* book 2, 377.1. 
· Prayer is our means of staying in constant contact and communion with God. We need God’s help every moment to hold back the forces of evil from overcoming us. God will not use excessive force. However, He allows us the freedom to make free choices. And, as we said earlier, when we pray for others, it allows God to step in and do things for that individual or group without violating his/their freedom in any way. 
· What should be our general guidelines for prayer? 
· First, We need to have a specific time every day specifically set apart for prayer. Jesus often went out first thing in the morning to speak with His Father. 
· Second, Jesus had a specific place where He prayed. There were, no doubt, special spots in each of the towns or villages where He spent time. Those were places where He could have some privacy and pray to His Father. 
· Third, Jesus also prayed openly and out loud. Did He want the Devil to know what He was praying about? Apparently, some of His prayers, even in the Garden of Gethsemane were out loud. (Matthew 26:39,42,44) The book of Hebrews says that He “offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear.” (Hebrews 5:7, NKJV*)
Let us come to the throne of grace everyday with our supplications! God Bless You!!!
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