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Lesson – 5 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Spirit – Empowered Witnessing 

Scripture Texts: John 15:26-27; Acts 2:41-42; 4:31; 8:4; 17:33-34; 18:8; Hebrew s 4:12.
Introduction: Have you ever felt that you were limited? Have you ever been asked to do something that you really believed was impossible? How did you respond? If you were smarter, better looking, more gifted in speaking, better at relationships, would you be more effective in your work? What does it mean to be empowered to witness? 

These are questions that many believers have regarding the Holy Spirit. In this study we are going to take a look to gain a deeper understanding of the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
A  The Holy Spirit prepares the witness
· In Acts 1, after His resurrection, Jesus meets with the disciples one last time to pass on some vital information. In Acts 1:4 Jesus says, “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Jesus knows that if the disciples are going to be able to fulfill their mission, they must receive something that is absolutely necessary. 
· Jesus promised that a Helper (parakletos) would come: The Holy Spirit. He would help us to carry out the mission Jesus commended us to do.

· What does the Holy Spirit do? He walks with us, He prepares us to bear witness, He leads us in our tasks, He opens the hearts to the Gospel, He gives us the right words, He convinces people, He encourages us to testify, He shows us the right opportunities, He reveals Jesus, He transforms us to His image. 

· So, Jesus tells the disciples that there is one absolute necessity for them, and for us, if the gospel is going to “go viral.” That necessity is the baptism of the Holy Spirit! 
· Witnessing is to collaborate with the Holy Spirit.

B  The Holy Spirit produces growth

· Acts is often called “The Acts of the Apostles.” I think it could more correctly be called “The Acts of the Holy Spirit through the Apostles,” because it’s through the supernatural empowerment of the Holy Spirit that the apostles accomplish their mission. 
· The Acts of the Apostles tells the work of the Holy Spirit through those who let Him work in their lives.
· Let’s take a look at what happened on the day of Pentecost. Jesus’ followers are together on the morning of Pentecost, the spring harvest festival, and all of a sudden a violent and powerful wind blows through the room, and tongues of fire come to rest upon each of them. The Scripture says that all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Holy Spirit enabled them (Acts 2:1-4). 
· As the disciples were speaking in other tongues (apparently really loudly), a crowd formed to find out what the loud sound was. When these people from the nations gathered around, they were utterly amazed, because they heard Galileans speaking in their own languages, proclaiming the praises of God. 
· On occasion, there were mass conversions, like 3,000 or 5,000 people (Acts 2:41; 4:4). Whole families were converted sometimes (Acts10:44-48).
· New local churches were founded continuously because of this growth (Acts 16:5).

· The Spirit filled the messengers with power and touched every heart that heard about the Gospel.

· Every person is important to God. He died for each and every one. He wants everyone to know about Him and accept Him. He has chosen us to do this work.

C  The Holy Spirit strengthens and guides

· Preaching the Gospel is not a problem-free task. However, the Spirit strengthens His servants as He did with Stephen, and Paul and Silas (Acts 7:55; 16:25).
· Throughout the Old Testament, only a select few were empowered by the Holy Spirit for works of service. Specifically, we see that the Holy Spirit empowers three kinds of people— prophets, priests and kings/leaders. The Spirit comes upon them to empower them to fulfill God’s mission. At any given point there were only a few people alive who were empowered by the Spirit for works of service. 
· Peter’s declaration is that the day has arrived when God will pour out His Spirit, not just on a select few, but on all people! The male and the female, the young and the old, the servants and the free (Acts 2:17-18)! Peter says that everyone can now experience the empowerment of the Spirit and experience gifts such as prophesy, dreams, and visions. For Peter, Joel’s prophecy is a trajectory verse for the last days—that includes us!
· The Holy Spirit longs to empower us, strengthen us, teach us, guide us, unify us, and send us out on the most important mission in the world, which is leading men and women to Jesus and His truth.

D  The Holy Spirit gives the Word

· The Spirit encourages us to base our testimony in the Word of God. 

· The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not just about inner transformation—the work of empowerment God does in us is for a specific purpose. That purpose is to be equipped to accomplish His will. Let’s look at what else happened on Pentecost. 
· In verses 22–36, Peter stands up and preaches a powerful Christ-centered message. Those who heard the message were “cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37)! Peter’s preaching was so powerfully anointed by the Holy Spirit that the convicting work of the Holy Spirit came as he spoke the word of God. This is something our words alone can’t do. Through the Holy Spirit, our testimony is not limited to our words. The Holy Spirit can take our words and use them to bring such conviction that they “cut to the heart.”  
· When the crowd heard Peter’s anointed message, their response was, “What shall we do?” Peter tells them to repent of their sin and turn to Jesus, and receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:37-39). That day 3,000 people put their faith in Jesus and became part of the church family!
· The Word of God has power to change lives because the Holy Spirit inspired its authors. The same Holy Spirit is touching the heart of every sincere reader today.

E  The Holy Spirit transforms

· The Holy Spirit uses people as they are. He breaks prejudices down, transforms their bad habits, and fills them with Christ’s grace and truth.

· He makes no distinction between men or women, rich or poor, cultured or uncultured. The story of Pentecost is how the Holy Spirit used Peter. This is such a powerful picture of the difference the empowerment of the Spirit makes in our lives. In the gospels, Peter is a wavering wimp who can’t even stand up to a servant girl. In Acts, we see him, full of the Holy Spirit, stand up in the midst of mockers and preach a powerfully anointed message which results in 3,000 people being saved! 
· He is as powerful today as He was then. He still works miracles by transforming all kinds of people. 

· No matter where you stand theologically on this topic, I hope studying the first two chapters of Acts will prompt you to open your heart more to the Holy Spirit, and to hunger for more of the Holy Spirit’s work in your life. I don’t think any of us can say that we have experienced all the Holy Spirit has to offer to us. 
· The Holy Spirit it not a Pentecostal, Baptist, Presbyterian, or an Adventist doctrine. The Holy Spirit’s power and presence is a Christian doctrine—one not to just be recited in a creed, but to be experienced in our lives. 
· Our work is not to change or convert people, that’s the Holy Spirit’s. We’ve been called to be witnesses. May we seek the Holy Spirit and always keep in step with Him (Galatians 5:25).
God Bless You!!!
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