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Lesson – 6 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Unlimited Possibilities 

Scripture Texts: 1 Corinthians 1:4-9; 12:7, 11-12; Matthew 3:16-17; 25:14-30.
Introduction: What if you were given an impossible task to do but then be told that you had a partner with unlimited abilities? How would you react? God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, with all the holy angels have promised to be with us if we are willing to do God’s will. 
The most wonderful thing about God and His calling us to action is that He does not call people who are already qualified; He qualifies those whom He calls. He bestows variety of gifts on each one of them to accomplish what needs to be done. 
In Acts 1:8, the Scripture says, “But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
In Isaiah 43:10 God called Israel to be His witnesses: “People of Israel, you are my witnesses; I chose you to be my servant, so that you would know me and believe in me and understand that I am the only God. Besides me there is no other god; there never was and never will be.” 

So, what kind of promises do we have from God? 
“Heavenly intelligences are waiting to co-operate with human instrumentalities, that they may reveal to the world what human beings may become, and what, through union with the Divine, may be accomplished for the saving of souls that are ready to perish. There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working of the Holy Spirit upon his heart and lives a life wholly consecrated to God…The Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in mind and heart. Through the grace given us we may achieve victories that because of our own erroneous and preconceived opinions, our defects of character, our smallness of faith, have seemed impossible.—Ellen G. White, Ministry of Healing* 159.4. Compare The Desire of Ages 250.4-251.0. 
Are you ready to work with unlimited possibilities? Let us dive into our study and learn more about the unlimited possibilities! 
A  Who receives spiritual gifts?

· Paul compared the members of the Church to those of a human body. In this comparison, the Church is the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12-27).
· From the disciples and early Church leaders we know a fair amount about Peter, and much about John. We know a little bit about James, the brother of John. We know much less about James and Jude, the “half-brothers” of Jesus. We know that Andrew was always ready to help others who had questions. He was a kind of “people person” and was always aware of what others around him were doing. Matthew had been a tax collector and was very precise, exact, and accurate in his details. Thomas got the name doubting Thomas because he was always ready to question. Simon, the Zealot or Patriot, wanted nothing more than to get rid of the Romans! We know very little about the other disciples. And yet, God took that motley crew and said He was going to turn the world upside down using them!
· All the members of the body have a purpose, and there are no Church members without gifts. Romans 12:4 - We have many parts in the one body, and all these parts have different functions. 
· All have received at least one spiritual gift. We must work together to use those gifts to share the love and truth of Christ with the whole world. Each one of us has certain talents and abilities. Some of them may be inherited from our parents; others may just fit our personality.
· There are no dispensable or useless members. Those preaching to crowds are as valuable as those praying silently.

B  Who gives spiritual gifts?

· The Bible explains that every perfect gift comes from God. The Holy Spirit is giving them as He considers best (James 1:17). “Each one of us has received a special gift in proportion to what Christ has given.” (Ephesians 4:7)
· Why can’t we choose our gifts?

· When we surrender our hearts to Jesus, God gives us the most appropriate gifts, so they can be used effectively to make the Church grow.

· What’s the purpose of spiritual gifts? What is the reason for God giving us spiritual gifts?
· There are lists of gifts given to the first believers in Romans 12:6-8, 
1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-30. 

Ephesians 4:11-16 “It was he who “gave gifts”; he appointed some to be apostles, others to be prophets, others to be evangelists, others to be pastors and teachers. He did this to prepare all God’s people for the work of Christian service, in order to build up the body of Christ. And so we shall all come together to that oneness in our faith and in our knowledge of the Son of God; we shall become mature people, reaching to the very height of Christ’s full stature. Then we shall no longer be children, carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind of the teaching of deceitful people, who lead others into error by the tricks they invent. Instead, by speaking the truth in a spirit of love, we must grow up in every way to Christ, who is the head. Under his control all the different parts of the body fit together, and the whole body is held together by every joint with which it is provided. So when each separate part works as it should, the whole body grows and builds itself up through love.” 
· There are more gifts in addition to those first ones, like editing pictures and video, piloting aircrafts, managing social networks…
· How about Serving? Proclaiming? Teaching? Encouraging? And giving? What about being hospitable? Showing mercy? Being helpful and cheerful? 
· What is the relationship between these spiritual gifts promised by God and natural talents? If we have natural talents, does that mean that God cannot use those natural talents?
· Spiritual gifts are not natural talents. However, the Holy Spirit can sanctify natural talents and put them in service of Christ (becoming spiritual gifts).

C  How can I know my spiritual gifts?

· We all have received gifts… which ones do you have?

· The best way to find them out is to “get on with it” or put them in use. Begin working in a ministry in your local church. That way you will find out if you have the right gifts for that work or not. Let’s define some concepts:

· Gifts: Special skills (e.g. teaching with ease)

· Ministries: General fields of service (e.g. Sabbath School)

· Activities: Specific events (e.g. leading a Sabbath School class)

D  How can my spiritual gifts grow?

· In the parable of the talents, Jesus explained that everyone receives gifts, but some people receive more than others (Matthew 25:14-30).
· God has assured us that if we use our talents, they will grow. As we use our talents, we will find ourselves bound more and more closely to God and the church
· However, that’s the starting point only. We can “negotiate” with our initial gifts.

· They will grow as we use them, and we may also receive new gifts. Be careful, as we may lose our gifts if we don’t use them.
· We need to understand clearly that spiritual gifts are given for two purposes: (1) To build up the church and, thus, (2) To fulfill the mission of Christ in reaching the world with the gospel. The church is not just a club where we go to meet our friends once a week!
· In conclusion, let us talk about three things we can do to discover and use our spiritual gifts: 
· Ask God to show you your spiritual gift(s) and how it/they can be used. (James 1:17; Matthew 7:7) 
· Talk to your friends and counselors in the church who know you well, and ask them what skills or spiritual gifts they might have recognized in you. 
· Begin using any and all gifts that you are able to identify. Remember that they are for the building up of the body of Christ, the church. Remember that many gifts do not come fully developed; we may need to take some time using the gift(s) to develop it/them to its/their full capacity
· Ask God to show you which gifts He’s given you and how you can best use them. Are you ready to launch yourself into a work with unlimited possibilities? 
God Bless You!!!
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