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Making Friends for God 

Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Sharing the Word

Scripture Text: Psalm 119:105; Jeremiah 23:29; Hebrews 1:13; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; 4:2; 1 John 1:7-9; Ecclesiastes 3:1; Isaiah 55:11
Introduction: Witnessing is nothing but speaking of what you have believed in God’s Word and His son Jesus! But what would we know about Jesus without the Bible? In fact, how much would we know about the great controversy, the love of God, and the birth, life, ministry, death, resurrection, and return of our Lord if we did not have the Scriptures? 
There are two great books which teach us about God: (1) The book of nature and (2) the Holy Bible. But, it is clear that without the Bible we would know almost nothing about the plan of salvation, the great controversy, the apostles, the patriarchs, the story of Jesus, even creation and the flood. 
So, what are we trying to accomplish when we share God’s Word? We are not trying to force them to believe what we believe. We are trying to share Jesus. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  What does the Bible say about itself?

· Its qualities.

· The Bible is compared to various symbols that show its qualities.

(1) Psalm 119:105. Light. The dark minds are lighted up.

(2) Jeremiah 23:29. Fire. It consumes the slag of our sin. 
(3) Jeremiah 23:29. Hammer. It breaks our tough hearts.

(4) Luke 8:11. Seed. It plants life in us that brings fruit for the Kingdom of God.

(5) Matthew 4:4. Bread. It satisfies the hunger of our soul and nourishes our spirit.

· When we study the Word, our lives are transformed by His goodness, charmed by His love, amazed at His grace, and satisfied in His presence. 
· Think of the implications of saying that the Word of God is a lamp or a light. And what do we mean when we say the Word is like a fire? Or, even a hammer? 
· In what sense is the Word like seed? Or, even bread? 
· Seeds hold within themselves the very essence of life. Given the right conditions in the soil, they spring to life and produce plants, food, and many things that we as humans need. Thus, seeds are life-giving.
· Bread is the very essence of life. A person could survive for a long time on only bread and water. A good loaf of bread meets so many needs. 
· Think of the ways in which bread meets our physical needs and compares with God’s Word as it meets our spiritual needs.
· Its creating power. There is no question about the fact that God has creative power. 
· He can speak and hang a world in space. We cannot even imagine that kind of power. But, that power also can reach into human hearts and transform us into children of God. 
· The same power of God’s creating Word is found in His written Word, the Bible. The same Spirit that worked in Creation inspired the Scriptures.
· Genesis 1&2 are our key passages in dealing with the creation story. In those passages, it talks about God’s creative power. The Hebrew word is bara. This word, translated as create, is used only to describe God’s creative power. 
· God’s power is essential in sustaining life every minute and every second. “Every pulsation of the heart is a rebound from the touch of the finger of God.”—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald,* December 2, 1890, par. 15. God is the source of all life. 
· That same power that was used to create our world and everyone living here sustains us on a day-by-day basis. 
· “The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life. Every command is a promise; accepted by the will, received into the soul, it brings with it the life of the Infinite One. It transforms the nature and re-creates the soul in the image of God”.—Ellen G. White, Education* 126.4. 
· The Holy Spirit can make a new creation from us. We just need to let Him work in our lives as we read the Bible.

· The Holy Spirit will also change other people’s lives when we help them to understand the Scriptures. 
B  What can we do with it? - Why is this incredible power at God’s command important to you as an individual? 
· Making the most of its benefits.

· The Bible is full of benefits for our lives. Let’s check some of them.

(1) 2 Peter 1:4. It makes us partakers of the divine nature. “It is a law both of the intellectual and the spiritual nature that by beholding we become changed. The mind gradually adapts itself to the subjects upon which it is allowed to dwell. It becomes assimilated to that which it is accustomed to love and reverence.... The grace of God alone has power to exalt man. Left to himself, his course must inevitably be downward.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy* 555.1 
(2) James 1:21. It saves our souls.

(3) Acts 20:32. It gives us an inheritance among the sanctified.

(4) 2 Timothy 3:15, 17. It makes us wise, perfect, and ready for every good work.

(5) 2 Timothy 3:16.

(a) Doctrine. It reveals the truth and points falsehood out.

(b) Reproof. It exposes our sins.

(c) Correction. It changes our mistakes.

(d) Instruction. It reveals Christ’s righteousness.

· Believing in its promises.

· God’s promises in the Bible confirm that God cares for our physical and spiritual needs. 
· Hebrews 11:6 tells us that without faith we cannot please God. Hebrews 11 also goes on to explain that the children of Israel failed to enter the promised land because they lacked faith. That was also true of the fellow citizens of Jesus in the city of Nazareth in His day. 
· However, His promises are not unconditional. The lack of faith may annul them (Hebrews 4:2).
· Do we understand what faith is? And why it is such a key to salvation? 
· Acts 16:31 - They answered, “Believe [have faith] in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your family.” 
· Based on all of Scripture, a biblical definition of faith stated so well so many times by one of God’s best modern friends, Dr. A. Graham Maxwell, is as follows: 
· “Faith is just a word we use to describe a relationship with God as with a Person well-known. The better we know Him, the better the relationship may be. 
· Faith implies an attitude toward God of love, trust, and deepest admiration. 
· Faith also means that, like Abraham, [Genesis 18:22-33] Job, [Job 42:7-8] and Moses, [Exodus 32:5-14; Numbers 14:11-25] God’s friends, we know God well enough to reverently ask Him, “Why?” [See John 17:3-4.] 
· The blessings of God’s promises become ours when we proclaim them by faith and believe they’re true because Christ is always faithful.

· Sharing it.

· Isaiah 50:4. God “awakens” our ears and gives us wisdom when we study the Bible in a daily basis. He also gives us “tongue of the learned” so we can share the good news with others.

· The Word of God cannot be locked up in our hearts. The joy of salvation moves us to make the most of every chance to share its message with those that don’t know about it. 
· Those who truly trust God and have faith/trust/belief in Him will enter into an experience that they are excited to share. Is that your experience? 
· “No sooner does one come to Christ than there is born in his heart a desire to make known to others what a precious friend he has found in Jesus; the saving and sanctifying truth cannot be shut up in his heart. If we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ and are filled with the joy of His indwelling Spirit, we shall not be able to hold our peace.—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ* 78.2 
· Ask God every morning to bring someone into your life that needs to hear about God.  
God Bless You!!!
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