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Lesson – 8 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Ministering Like Jesus 

Scripture Texts: Matt. 4:23-25; 5:13-14; 9:36; 25:31-46; Phil. 2:15; Mark 12:34; Eph. 4:15.
Introduction: Do people need a demonstration of the gospel as well as its proclamation in our day? What would happen if someone with the care and concern of Jesus were to minister to lives in our day? Jesus was so considerate of others, even the most despised, that the religious leaders of His time accused Him of “receiving sinners and eating with them.” (See Luke 15:2.) 
Their religion consisted largely of avoiding anything they considered to be sinful. By contrast, Jesus remained uncontaminated by sin but associated with the world’s sinners. So, what was His advice to us? Let us dive into our study and learn!
A  The light of the world.

1. Jesus came to this world to remove the darkness of sin with the light of salvation 
(John 1:4-5; 3:19-21). 
2. “Jesus genuinely cared for people. He was more interested in their concerns and needs than in His own. His life was totally centered on other people. His was a ministry of loving compassion. He met the physical, mental, and emotional needs of the people around Him, and thus, their hearts were opened to the spiritual truths He taught… 
3. Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade them, “Follow Me.” 
4. There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were given to sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater results would be seen. (—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing* 143.3-4)
5. He encouraged us to follow His example with two examples (Matthew 5:13-14):
“You are like salt for the whole human race. But if salt loses its saltiness, there is no way to make it salty again. It has become worthless, so it is thrown out and people trample on it. You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.” – The Good News Bible 

· Be salt. Salt was considered to be so important and valuable in the ancient world that there was a time when Roman legions used it as currency. While it was used for preserving and flavoring food, it was considered to be a symbol of great wealth. 
· Salt must be mixed with food to be effective and enhance its flavor. We must be in the world to infuse it with the Gospel (John 17:15-18).

· Be light. Christians are also supposed to be the “light of the world.” Darkness can never overcome light. Light always pierces darkness. But, remaining pure and righteous in a world that is growing more and more wicked is a challenge.
· Light must shine in the darkness of neighborhoods, villages, towns, and cities, lighting them up with the glory of God (Philippians 2:15).

B  A kind treatment.

1. Jesus found the good attributes of others and pointed them out (Matthew 8:10; 
Mark 12:34).

2. Jesus was so compassionate that He was careful not to bruise unnecessarily someone who was just coming to faith or to quench the slightest embers of faith in their hearts 
(Isaiah 42:3). 
3. Jesus was always extremely gentle and loving in His dealing with even the worst of sinners. He challenges us: (1) To be wise; (2) To make good use of every opportunity, using speech that is pleasant and interesting; and (3) To be ready to give the right answer to anyone who asks us. And all of this is to be done in love.
4. We must find the good things in those around us and let them know we appreciate them. This way we will be a positive influence in their lives.

C  Supplying their needs.

1. Jesus identified the needs of others and restored them physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. He had the ability to heal people physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. And He did all of that in the most gracious manner. He saw the needs of people.
2. He solved their issues and invited them to seek eternal life: “your sins are forgiven”; “your faith has made you well”; “go and sin no more.” (Matt. 9:2; Luke 8:48; John 8:11)

3. We must care for the needs of others and try to fulfill them if we’re able to do so.

4. When we fulfill their needs, we’re also opening a door to show them how to fulfill the greatest need everyone has (even if they don’t know it): freedom from sin, and eternal life; that is, Jesus.

D  The most important thing.

1. The ministry of Jesus was based on three pillars:

· Teaching. Teaching the truths of the Kingdom to small groups.

· Preaching. Tell crowds about the love of God and His plan of redemption.

· Healing. Free people from their temporary health issues.
· That combined, threefold ministry was a most effective way to reach people. Even today, as Ellen White explained, if we can reach people not only spiritually, but also mentally, emotionally, and physically as well, our Work will be more successful. 
2. Question: Which one of these pillars was more important to Jesus? (Mark 1:38)

3. He came to this world “to seek and to save which was lost.” (Luke 19:10). Therefore, preaching about salvation and teaching others to do so was the most important.

4. Besides, each healing act was a chance to reveal God’s character and to offer eternal life.
5. How can we reach out to meet the needs of so many people around us? 
6. We have the exceedingly challenging task of mixing with the world without being contaminated by its sin. Can we do that? If we were really as selfless, caring, gracious, kind, and loving as Jesus was, the Devil would do everything he possibly could to destroy us and our ministry. Let us be clear about that. The Devil hates Christlikeness!
E  What matters to Jesus.

1. God used the prophets to talk about the incurable disease of humanity: sin (Isaiah 1:5; Jeremiah 30:12).
2. Saving sinners was Jesus’s most important mission. And everything He did, whether it was healing or teaching or simply talking to people, was for the purpose of leading to their salvation. He wanted to deliver people from the bondage of sin.
3. Jesus is eager to see everyone healed from that sickness, and to see those who are already healed bringing healing to others too. 

4. Jesus’ method of evangelism was to find a need and meet it. His comprehensive, threefold ministry of preaching, teaching, and healing transformed lives. The Gospels reveal Jesus meeting the “felt” needs of people so that He could touch them at the point of their deepest spiritual needs. Consider the Gospel of John. 
5. In John 2, at the wedding feast of Cana in Galilee, Jesus meets a social need by saving the host from embarrassment. 
6. In John 3, Jesus meets Nicodemus’s deepest heart hunger for an authentic faith. 
7. In John 4, Jesus treats the Samaritan woman with dignity and respect, meeting her emotional need for a sense of self-worth. 
8. In John 5, Jesus meets physical needs in the miraculous healing of a desperately ill man who hopelessly lies by a pool of purportedly therapeutic waters for 38 years. 
9. In John 6, when Jesus breaks the bread and feeds 5,000 hungry people, the crowd wants to make Him king (John 6:14, 15)
10. In the last parable in Matthew 25, He explained the character of true Christians. Those who live to serve others instead of living a selfish life will be received by Him.
Could we reach out to such people and make a difference in their lives on our way to introducing them to the Jesus Christ that we know and love? That is what Jesus did every day. 

God Bless You!!!
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