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Making Friends for God 

Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Developing a Winning Attitude

Scripture Texts: John 4:27-30, 39-42; Matthew. 15:21-28; 2 Thes. 1:1-4; Romans 15:7; Ephesians 4:32; 1 Peter 3:15.
Introduction: How is our attitude towards others? Is it Pharisaical or is it like that of Jesus who always tried to encourage those who were lowly, humble and poor but often condemned those who thought they were righteous? 
Do we take pride in our faith and sometimes suggest that we “have the truth”? Can you think of any place in the Bible where Jesus exhibited pride? Or, superiority? Was He bragging in John 8 when He essentially said to the Sanhedrin–three times–“I am God”? Let  us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Finding receptive hearts.

· The Jews usually followed alternative routes to go from Jerusalem to Galilee so not to go through Samaria. Then why did Jesus need to go through that region?
· The disciples considered useless to preach in that hostile land. However, the Holy Spirit had been working in the hearts of the Samaritans in Sychar to make them receptive to the message. 
· With His divine insight guided by His Father, Jesus knew perfectly well the full history of that woman that He met at the well of Sychar. And yet, look at that discussion with her. He revealed something to her that He probably had not yet even revealed to His disciples! And the result was that Jesus spent two days in her village, teaching and preaching and healing Samaritans. 
· How do you think the disciples felt about ministering to the Samaritans? The animosity between Jews and Samaritans is well known; it went back to 700 B.C. But, Jesus paid no attention to those traditional animosities. 
· It is well-known that when traveling from Jerusalem to Galilee, Jews customarily went down into the Jordan Valley, crossed the river near Jericho, traveled up on the east side of the Jordan River through the Gentile territory of Perea, and then, crossed the Jordan River again as they were going into Galilee–all just to avoid going through Samaria. 
· Jesus needed to plant the truth there. That sowing brought its first fruits soon, and an abundant harvest later (John 4:39-41; Acts 8:5-25). 
· “Though He was a Jew, Jesus mingled freely with the Samaritans, setting at nought the Pharisaic customs of His nation. In face of their prejudices He accepted the hospitality of this despised people. He slept with them under their roofs, ate with them at their tables–partaking of the food prepared and served by their hands–taught in their streets, and treated them with the utmost kindness and courtesy. And while He drew their hearts to Him by the tie of human sympathy, His divine grace brought to them the salvation which the Jews rejected.—Ellen G. White, Lift Him Up* 183.3. 
· Question: So, how can we develop the kind of attitude that Jesus had? 
B  Speaking words of congratulations.

· A harsh and critical attitude will drive people away from us. They will not want to listen to our testimony.

· On the contrary, words of congratulations will strengthen people and will help their faith to grow.

· In Matthew 15:21-28, a Canaanite woman came to Jesus with a request, and she was not willing to accept “no” for an answer. 
· The ancient Canaanites worshiped heathen deities such as Baal, El, Asherah, and Astarte. Those were fertility cult deities. Worshiping them was supposed to give one better crops and cause one’s animals to have more young. There is some evidence to suggest that they even offered human sacrifices as a part of their religious services. (See 2 Kings 17.) 
· How do you suppose the disciples would have described that Canaanite woman before she met Jesus? 
· Jesus congratulated her in front of His disciples; He told her, “Great is your faith!”

· Jesus also congratulated Mary after she was harshly criticized because of her act towards Him: “She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial.” (Mark 14:8)
· What can we learn about the attitude of Jesus toward sinners from His interactions with these two women? 
C  Emphasizing the positive. 
· Paul wrote his letters to encourage and strengthen the local churches.

· Sometimes he had to reprimand them because of their mistakes, but he always emphasized the positive things in them first.

· It’s important to cultivate the habit of finding the good things in people.

· This way we’ll create deep bonds of friendship and we’ll bring them closer to Christ.

D  Accepting people.

· Jesus knows both the good and bad things in us. Despite that, He still accepts us, forgives us, and loves us.

· We don’t deserve His acceptance, but He accepts us in His kindness.

· Shouldn’t we accept others as God accepts us?

· An attitude of acceptance and love will open the hearts and change the lives of those around us.

E  Teaching in love.

· Teaching the truth without love leads to either an accusing legalism or an indifferent tolerance.

· Teaching the truth in love captivates the hearts and leads people to a saving relationship with Jesus.
· Friendship alone does not win people to Christ. It is certainly the right starting place; but, our just having friends who are in the world does not attract them to Jesus unless we find ways to speak on His behalf. Should we ask the Holy Spirit to guide us in finding opportunities to introduce the subject of Jesus to people? Are we prepared to tell the good news to anyone who asks us?  
· We must be ready to defend what we believe in. However, we should always do so with humbleness, respect, and love (1 Peter 3:15 NIV).
· “If we would humble ourselves before God, and be kind and courteous and tenderhearted and pitiful [full of pity], there would be one hundred conversions to the truth where now there is only one.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 9, 189.4 
· So, what is the basic principle upon which we are to accept sinners? 
· Show others the same love Christ has shown towards us.
· Romans 15:7 - Accept one another, then, for the glory of God, as Christ has accepted you.—Good News Bible. 
· Ephesians 4:32- Instead, be kind and tender-hearted to one another, and forgive one another, as God has forgiven you through Christ.—Good News Bible 
· Do any of us have any pride? Selfishness? Or, covetousness? 
· Ask the Holy Spirit to lead us to people with a receptive heart. Then emphasize the good things we see in them, accept them without criticizing them, and teach them in love. 
· Jesus’s attitude was not: “Do whatever you please. It’s all right. I still accept you.” 
· His attitude was, rather: “No matter what you have done, I am willing to forgive you and provide you with power to change.” 
· Biblical truth presented humbly in Christ’s spirit with a loving attitude wins hearts and changes lives. 
Thoughts to ponder: 
· In order to be missionaries we need: to not be prejudiced; to demonstrate empathy towards others; to be humble before God; to have balanced, correct and appropriate behaviour towards others. 
· Jesus is the model par excellence; He looked beyond sins and prejudices. Everyone can develop a relationship with Him. He is a true friend.   

· Friendship, acceptance, hospitality and altruistic interest are fruits of the Spirit, but alone these things cannot save. They are, however, essential for facilitating an encounter with Jesus who alone can save. It is essential to present Jesus who died, was resurrected and who will return. 
Question: What do we lack that would enable us to have a lifestyle deserving of the name Christian and the ability to present Jesus effectively? 
1

