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Making Friends for God

Lesson – 10 (Qtr – 3, 2020) An Exciting Way to get Involved

Scripture Texts: Genesis 1:1‑2, 26; Exodus 18:21‑25; 1 Corinthians 12:12‑25; Acts 4:31; 12:12; 16:11‑15, 40; Matthew 9:37‑38. 

Introduction: Small groups have worked together effectively as we see records throughout Scripture. Even the Godhead works together as a very effective and efficient small Group. God said, “Let us make man in our image…” Genesis 1:26. 
God was the first One to organize a small group: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. While we cannot begin to understand all the implications of that, we know that those Three work together very closely while having individual responsibilities, making the work more efficient. 

In the birth of Christ Jesus, we see the Father sending the Holy Spirit to impregnate Mary to give birth to the Son, baby Jesus. Later, at the time of His baptism, the voice of the Father was heard; the Dove, representing the Holy Spirit was seen; as Jesus came up out of the water. All through His life, the three of Them worked together to perform all that Jesus did. Even in His death, we find this cooperation.  Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Examples of small groups:

· The first small group.

· The three persons of God gathered as a small group before creating the world as we discussed in the introduction. Their purpose was to plan and carry out the creation of humans and their environment.

· They even designed an alternative plan in case humans decided to move away from God: The Plan of Redemption (1Peter. 1:18-20; Matt. 25:34; Rev. 13:8). 
· It has always been God’s plan to work through every means He has available to Him to save as many as posible as we read in 2 Peter 3:9-“The Lord is not slow to do what he has promised, as some think. Instead, he is patient with you, because He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants all to turn away from their sins.” 
· In the Old Testament. 

· Looking at Moses we see that he was born and preserved miraculously from the river, lived those first years of his life sheltered in a wonderful Hebrew household, and then, was educated in the royal palace of Pharaoh. 
· But, he was not yet ready to do God’s will. He needed 40 years of herding sheep in the wilderness to prepare him. Then, God called him to do the most important job, beginning at the good ripe age of 80! Isn’t that past retirement age?
· When Israel got out of Egypt, Moses divided the people in camps (by tribes) and tents (by families). Later, Jethro suggested to expand this with smaller groups of 1,000, 100, 50 and 10 people. (Exodus 18:21-25)
· Vs. 24-25, “Moses took Jethro’s advice and chose capable men from among all the Israelites. He appointed them as leaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens.”
· Thus, we see that even the children of Israel, camping in the wilderness, were organized into small groups, the smallest of which had 10 people. 
· Each small group of 10 people was led by a devout leader. These groups prevented various problems and helped to cultivate the spiritual life of people, and to build close and affectionate relationships… It was–and still is–an effective method for comradeship, spiritual growth and problem solving.

· Later, Samuel founded the schools of prophets. They followed a similar organization and goals to the groups Moses had established (1Sam. 10:10; 2Kings. 2:3).

· In the New Testament.

· Jesus established the first small group in the New Testament by choosing the twelve apostles.
· They were taught and trained in a practical way on how to use their gifts to effectively preach the Gospel, while growing spiritually.
· Luke 8:1-3 tells us that “The twelve disciples went with him, and so did some women who had been healed of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (who was called Magdalene), from whom seven demons had been driven out; Joanna, whose husband Chuza was an officer in Herod’s court; and Susanna, and many other women who used their own resources to help Jesus and his disciples.” 
· Did those women work together as a small group, taking care of the disciples and Jesus? 
· What did the disciples learn from Jesus about organizing and directing a small group?
· The heart of the early Church was small groups who gathered at homes (Acts 12:12; Rom. 16:5; 1Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; Phlm. 2).

· They also organized small evangelization groups. They supported each other with their personal experience to fulfill the mission. Thanks to these groups, the Gospel quickly spread through their known world (Acts 15:39-41; 20:4; Rom. 15:19).

B  Being part of small groups:

· Organization.

· The human body is made of individual cells that come together to form members or organs which are organized in systems. Each cell has its own role in each member, each member has its own role in the system, and each system has its role in the body.

· They are all interrelated and work together harmoniously. Similarly, The Church is the body of Christ and works in a similar way. When each person is part of a small group, it’s harder to get discouraged and easier to fulfill our mission.

· The groups are organized in a way that each person can make the most of their gifts to help the body growing and fulfilling the mission.

· Dynamics.

· God uses small groups to make the Church grow by nourishing the faith of the believers and teaching them how to testify of Jesus.
· When working alone, it is very easy to become discouraged or to be distracted by some other responsibility. However, when we are working together, it is easier to keep our focus on the common goal.
· Paul was constantly working with other groups. Paul chose people from a variety of churches so they could all eventually report back to their home base about how the money was handled and delivered to the people in Jerusalem. No doubt, each of those chosen associates also had special skills and abilities that were of mutual benefit.
· Peter also worked with small groups that used their prayers to support him in his ministry. There were 5000 male Christian believers in and around Jerusalem. When Peter was imprisoned and expecting to be executed the next morning, an amazing event took place; Peter was miraculously released from prison. Then, what did he do?
· Small groups can help us not only by supporting us with their prayers and encouraging us to stay faithful to our goals and reaching out to others, but they also provide a wonderful fellowship of encouragement.
· Every group has the main goal of leading people to Jesus, although each group may have different dynamics according to its specific goals.

· Each local church must plan their best small groups with specific goals according to their peculiarities.
Could a Sabbath school class be organized into a small group? Absolutely! Our Bible Study Guide ends with these three practical possibilities for how each of us could become involved in the church.
1. Have you ever thought of starting a small nurture group in your home?

2. Is there a ministry group the Holy Spirit has been impressing you to become a member of?

3. What would you think of your Sabbath School class becoming a Sabbath School action unit that meets once a month to pray, fellowship, study the Word, and plan a Sabbath School class mission activity?

God Bless You!!!
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