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Making Friends for God 


Lesson – 11 (Qtr – 3, 2020) Sharing the Story of Jesus 

Scripture Texts: Eph. 2:1-10; 1 John 4:7-11; 5:13; Mark 5:1-20; Heb. 10:19-22; Gal. 2:20; 1 Corinthians 1:30
Introduction: Witnessing is not arguing over theology. Witnessing is telling what Jesus Christ has done for you. It is sharing what we know about Jesus. It is the story of Jesus. It is not trying to prove what we believe is right and what someone else might believe is wrong. A life lived following the pattern of Jesus Christ is the most powerful argument that can be given in favor of the gospel. It is called Christianity. 
Paul talked about what happens when a person is converted. Paul’s own personal testimonies is found in Acts 26; however, Ephesians 2:1-10 reveals basically the same ideas. Lives that were dead in trespasses and sin–fulfilling the desires of the flesh–have been changed until they are “exceedingly rich with His grace.” Life takes on new meaning. As John declared: “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.” (John 1:4, NKJV*) 
A  Before and after Jesus. 
	Before Jesus: Ephesians 2:1-3
	After Jesus: Ephesians 2:4-10

	Dead in our sins
	Alive in Christ

	Under the devil’s control
	Saved by faith

	Doing our own will
	Doing good works

	Following the course of the world
	Seating in heavenly places

	Disobedient
	Enjoying the riches of His glory

	Children of wrath
	Children of God (made by Him)


B  Those who shared Jesus.

· Rejecting anger and sharing love.

· James and John asked for permission to destroy a Samaritan village because people refused to lodge Jesus and His apostles.

· However, their relationship with Jesus transformed their feelings and thoughts eventually:

(1) James lost his life for sharing Jesus with others (Acts 12:1-2).

(2) The gospel and letters of John are full of love for God and our neighbor (John. 13:35; 1John. 4:8; 2John. 1:6; 3John. 1:6-7).

· Rejecting evil and sharing Jesus.

· The life of the demon-possessed men in Gadara changed dramatically after meeting Jesus. They were restored physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually (Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20).

· Then, Jesus asked them to share their story with all the people in that region.

· They had a story to tell because the power of Christ had changed their lives. They could share their personal testimony and encourage others to let Jesus transform their lives.

C  Sharing the story of Jesus:

· The assurance of salvation.

· The message in the Bible is clear: those who believe in Jesus will be saved (John. 3:15, 36; 6:40, 47; Acts 16:31; 1John. 5:13). We don’t have to wait until we’re good enough to be saved.

· Salvation may be lost (Ex. 32:33; Matt. 10:28; 2Peter. 2:20-21; Rev. 3:5, 11), but this could only happen if we purposefully decide to reject God.

· The assurance of salvation empowers our testimony. It’s easier to share something you know for sure.

· Sharing Jesus.

· Jesus asks us to give everything to Him (Luke. 9:23). But what has He given us? (see John. 1:12; 10:10; 14:27; 1Cor. 1:30)

(1) He made us children of God

(2) He gave us life

(3) He gave us peace

(4) He gave us wisdom

(5) He made us righteous

(6) He sanctified us

(7) He redeemed us

· When we realize everything Christ has done for us, our natural response is to give everything to Him in sacrifice–no matter the cost–and to share the wonders He has done in us and for us.
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