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Lesson – 12 (Qtr – 3, Sept. 19, 2020) A Message Worth Sharing
Making Friends for God
Scripture Texts: 2Peter 1:12, 16-21; Rev. 14:6-12,14-20; 19:11-18; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.
Introduction: The Seventh-day Adventists believe that our primary mission is to present to the world the three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6-12. What is that message and do we understand those messages? Do we know how to present them in a winsome way? What do they say about both a revelation of Jesus Christ and a revelation from Jesus Christ, what does that tell us? 
The life and death of Jesus Christ were supposed to be for the benefit of every person and every being that has ever lived. The gospel reaches out to every language group, culture, race, and societal background. 
“But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe.” —Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 68.2-69.0 (1890) 
There are two main focal points in the history of the Bible: (1) The first coming of Jesus, and (2) The second coming of Jesus which is still in the future. How are these messages relevant to us today? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
A  The present truth.

· We believe that God is love. We believe and teach that God loves each one of us. And God knows the future and is in control of history. He can send special messages for specific moments in human history (Isaiah 49:10; Amos 3:7). This is known as “the present truth” that is precious and very important to Seventh-day Adventists. 
· What was that present truth that Peter was thinking about?
· In Peter’s day, it was the truth about the life and death of Jesus Christ. In our day, it is the truth about living during the times of the pre-advent judgment and preparing for the second coming. When Peter shared his present truth, he also encouraged his audience to keep studying the previously revealed truth (2Peter. 1:16-21). God’s revelation is progressive, never contradictory.

B  The context of the message.

· The book of Revelation completely baffles many people. They do not understand the beasts or the symbols; but, it is possible for those who take time to study Revelation carefully to see the grand, overall theme. Revelation 14:6-12, known as the three angels’ messages, is supposed to be our end-time message for the world.
· In Revelation, the Lamb (Jesus) is seen through the Church’s history (ch. 1-12). The moments prior to His Coming are revealed (ch. 13-18), and we’re encouraged to look forward to that event–“I am coming quickly” (22:7)–and our future life (ch. 19-22).

· Chapter 13 depicts the final crisis, then chapter 14 introduces the last call and its consequences: (1) The bearers of the last call (v. 1-5), (2) the message of the last call (v. 6-12), (3) the consequence of accepting the call (v. 13-16), (4) the consequence of rejecting the call (v. 17-20).

· The harvest represents the redemption of the righteous. Reaping the grapes represents the death of the impious. Both will take place in the Second Coming, after the last message has been preached (Matthew 24:14).
C  The first angel (Revelation 14:6-7):

· The everlasting Gospel.

· The Gospel we must preach is the good news of God’s Grace, His sacrifice, His creative and redeeming power, His forgiveness, His power to make us victors, His infinite love…

· Everyone must receive this message. No matter their nationality, ethnic group, caste, faith, or social status. Everyone must hear about the good news and have the chance to accept Jesus as their personal Savior.

· Fear, glory, judgment, and Creation.
· What does the hour of his judgment mean? Does it mean, as many have suspected, that the time has come for God to judge us? In light of Romans 3:4, does it mean, the hour for us to be judged? 
· The message of the first angel is:

(1) Fear or revere God in all we do. Give Him glory by putting Him in first place in all we think and do.

(2) Be aware that we will be judged, so we should obey His commandments 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).
(3) Worship God as the Creator, honoring the fourth commandment (i.e. Sabbath, Exodus 20:8-11). 
· In light of Revelation 14:6, are we supposed to be afraid of God? To “fear God” has to do with how we think. It is an appeal to live to please God and to place Him first in all of our thoughts. It is an attitude of obedience that leads us to live godly lives (Prov. 3:7, Acts 9:31, 1 Peter. 2:17). 
D  The second angel (Revelation 14:8)
· The last call.

· “Babylon” combines the truths that Jesus taught with other doctrines and thoughts made by humans or by Satan. Everything is mixed in Babylon. 
· In the book of Revelation, the term “Babylon” represents a false system of religion based on human works, man-made traditions, and false doctrines. It exalts human beings and their self-righteousness above Jesus and His sinless life. 
· For this reason, God calls those who love Jesus and have accepted Him as their savior to flee from this confusion.

· Revelation devotes two full chapters (17 and 18) to the fall is Babylon, so the call to come out of her is especially important. 
E  The third angel (Revelation 14:9-11):

· True worship.

· The third message is related to worship: Worship the Creator in the day He decided, reject the Sunday rest (14:12), and do not worship the beast by rejecting God’s commandments, in order to avoid the deserved punishment (14:9-11).
· God tells us clearly that we must come out from those deceptive practices and organizations and worship the true coming King. He warned us in Revelation 14:12 “This calls for endurance on the part of God’s people, those who obey God’s commandments and are faithful to Jesus.” 
· “God has called His church in this day, as He called ancient Israel, to stand as a light in the earth. By the mighty cleaver of truth, the messages of the first, second, and third angels, He has separated them from the churches and from the world to bring them into a sacred nearness to Himself…” Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 5, 455.2-456.0. 
· Why do you think God has found it necessary to ask us to set aside one-seventh of our time to worship and honor Him? Do we need that time to study and prepare for the deceptions that the Devil is going to bring on this earth at the end of time? See Isaiah 58. 
· In Revelation 13 and 14, we read about the mark of the beast and the seal of God. In several places in Scripture, the seal of God has been identified as the seventh-day Sabbath. It includes our full understanding of all the implications of believing in the true Sabbath. 
· By contrast, the mark of the beast is Satan’s end-time deception.  
· For an excellent presentation on the mark of the beast see: For an excellent presentation on the mark of the beast see: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNpQNJG4mCk 
· C We must make our own decision. Our daily choices will determine our decision in that moment. 
· How would you deal with these questions? 
· 1. What difference does the end-time message of Revelation practicallymake in our day-to-day lives? 
· 2. Describe aspects of this first angel’s message that impress you most. 
· 3. Suppose you have a friend who knows little about the Bible but has heard about the prophecies of Revelation and does not know how to make sense of them. How can the message of Revelation 14:6, 7 be the key that unlocks the theme of the entire book of Revelation? 
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