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Making Friends for God


Lesson – 13 (Qtr – 3, 2020) A Step in Faith                          

Scripture Texts: Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 4:18-20; Acts 9:3-6, 10-20; John 21:15-19; 1 John 3:16-18.
Introduction: Jesus left His glorious position in heaven and came down to this earth. It is even impossible for us to imagine the depth of love He had for us that caused him to leave heaven. Why did He do it? What kind of an impact has He had on the human race? “Never can the cost of our redemption be realized until the redeemed shall stand with the Redeemer before the throne of God. Then as the glories of the eternal home burst upon our enraptured senses we shall remember that Jesus left all this for us, that He not only became an exile from the heavenly courts, but for us took the risk of failure and eternal loss. Then we shall cast our crowns at His feet, and raise the song, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.” Revelation 5:12.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 131.2. 
If we are to become more like Jesus, might that involve some sacrifice on our part? What kind of sacrifices could we make that would actually impact our world? Let us dive into our study and learn more!
A  Setting the pace: Jesus.

· Jesus is God, but He decided to “leave” His dignity aside when He left His place in Heaven as the King of the Universe and became human (Phil. 2:6-7). 
· Even though Christ set aside His divinity and never exercised it on His own behalf while on this earth, He nevertheless was fully God. At any moment, He could have exercised His divine power. 
· “In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived. “He that hath the Son hath life.” 1 John 5:12. The divinity of Christ is the believer’s assurance of eternal life.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 530.3 
· He wasn’t born an eminent(famous) man, but a humble servant. He went even further: He was totally submitted to God’s will, being willing to die on a cross because He loves us (Phil. 2:8). 
· Jesus chose to empty Himself of all those attributes which He had in heaven. He exemplified to the entire universe the law of love that controls heaven and was willing to come down to our world and make that ultimate sacrifice. 
· By His life and His death, Jesus has given us a choice: (1) We can seek to follow His example and with the Holy Spirit’s help live lives as close to His life as possible; or (2) We will die His death, the death that results from separation from God, the only Source of life.
· Because of that selfless love, God “has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name.” (Phil. 2:9). However, His greatest joy wasn’t His recovered exaltation, but that “He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied.” (Isa. 53:11)
· As we follow the steps of faith of Jesus, our greatest joy will be seeing people surrendering their lives to our Savior, and living an eternal life with Jesus.
· What would it mean to have a human being living in the 21 st century exemplify the selfsacrificing love that Jesus exhibited? Would people be attracted?
B  First steps: Peter, John, Matthew.

· Andrew, Peter, John, and James had followed Jesus for some time. Then, they were called to do it “full-time.” Jesus encouraged them to stop fishing fish and become “fishers of men.” (Matt. 4:19).
· Why do you suppose these men, some of whom were married, were willing to drop everything and make the uncertain choice to follow Jesus? What did those four know about Jesus before that? They, along with Philip and Nathaniel, had been followers of John the Baptist about one and one-half years earlier when Jesus came to be baptized; they had followed Jesus off and on after that. But, we need to remember that while they thought that Jesus was possibly the Messiah, they believed that the Messiah was going to help them overthrow the Romans! They were hoping to be part of His government in doing that! That was based on their interpretation of a few prophecies in the Old Testament.
· Levi-Matthew was another person that Jesus called to leave everything. Jesus knew his heart’s desire and encouraged him to exchange a comfortable but unsatisfactory life for a life full of with purpose and satisfaction (Matthew 9:9).
· We, too, want to live for something worthwhile, for a grander, nobler purpose. Hence, answer Christ’s call to follow Him.

C  Reaching the goal: Paul.

· Saul (Paul) is an example of someone who we wouldn’t choose to preach the Gospel, but Jesus did. 
· He was raised as a devout Jew and a Pharisee. He was young, energetic, and committed. Then, he had that experience on the road to Damascus. He was on his way to arrest and kill Christians. What changed? Paul did not change his Sabbath; he did not change his diet; he did not change his belief in the Scriptures. What he changed was his picture of God!
· Paul was so persuasive in explaining his Christianity that some members of Nero’s household became Christians! (Philippians 4:22)
· How could unexpected people become great evangelists (a demon-possessed man, a Samaritan woman, a prostitute, a tax collector, “uneducated” fishermen, a pursuer of Christians…)?

· The grace of God transformed their hearts. Then they devoted themselves to tell the wonders God had done in their lives.
· So, how has the love of God affected your life? Has it called you into action? 2 Cor. 5:14 (NKJV*) states, “For the love of Christ compels us.” Commentators and other Bible translators have suggested that the love of God “leaves us no choice.” What would that mean to you?
D  Resetting the pace: Do you love me?

· As we know, Peter’s behavior in the courtyard of Annas and Caiaphas while Jesus was on trial was shameful and disgusting. (John 18:17, 25, 27) But, Jesus had not given up on Peter. He turned and looked straight at Peter just as he made his worst denial; and Peter saw Him. 
· Jesus knew Peter’s heart. He knew that Peter still loved Him despite having denied Him earlier. That’s why He asked for a public confession of his love for Him three times.

· Jesus restored Peter’s self-confidence and gave him a mission: To tend His Church and to preach the Gospel. That is, to show His love in action.

· You may have denied Him by your actions more than once. The good news is that grace is still available, and God is not done with you yet. There is still a place in His work for you if you are willing.
· Jesus assures us that life’s greatest joy and lasting happiness come when we are fulfilling the meaning of our existence by glorifying God by the way we live and share His love and truth with the world. Do we really believe that? Jesus is offering us an eternal reward if we will live lives after the pattern of His life. 
E  Steps of love: The joy of sharing.

· Jesus restored Peter and let him feel the greatest joy in this life: To see souls being won for the Kingdom of God.

· Peter saw the first fruits of his sermon on Pentecost (Acts 2:14-41). Peter put into practice the love he had confessed before Jesus and His disciples.

· Peter had to pay a price for that love and joy eventually, he lost his life (John 21:18-19). Later John explained that love involves sacrifice, a selfless sacrifice that expects no reward.
· God is offering us the highest privilege that is imaginable–fellowship with Himself in the work of finishing the gospel. 
· The New Testament church was on fire for God. And the result was that almost every one of them was witnessing. Try to imagine the impact they had on the people of Jerusalem in those next few days and months! There was no church organization at that point. There will be no official church organization at the end of time. Think of what was accomplished by deacons like Stephen and Philip.
· Actually, the day we’ll live with Jesus and the saved ones (including those who met Jesus through us), we won’t consider anything we did on this old Earth as a sacrifice. Following Jesus till the end will be worth it.
· Are we prepared–as it has been suggested in our lessons for this quarter–to pray each morning, asking God to give us opportunities for witnessing to others?
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