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Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 4, 2020) Education in the Garden of Eden 

Scripture Texts: Genesis 2:7-23; 3:1-6; 2 Peter 1:3-11; 2:1-17; Heb. 13:7,17,24; Job 36:22
Introduction: We all will agree that since our childhood days, our education system has gone through a tremendous change and is still changing rapidly. What we had learned even a couple of years ago seem out dated. Our “educated world” that believed in God’s creation many years ago, now much of the world believes in evolution and ignores or rejects the story of creation. What brought that change? 

This week we are studying about the ‘education’ in the garden of Eden, which even many Christians regard the first eleven chapters of Genesis as “myth,” that is, stories which may teach good lessons but are not really telling us the truth and may not have really happened. By contrast, most Bible students know the story in Genesis 1-3. What could we possibly learn from this very familiar story that we have not previously discovered? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
A  A promising beginning.

· God used a theoretical-practical method to teach Adam and Eve. 
· The system of education instituted at the beginning of the world was to be a model for man throughout all aftertime. As an illustration of its principles a model school was established in Eden, the home of our first parents. The Garden of Eden was the schoolroom, nature was the lesson book, the Creator Himself was the instructor, and the parents of the human family were the students.—Ellen G. White, Education 20.1 
· How much “original knowledge” do you think Adam and Eve had? God must have instilled many skills–like how to walk–and maybe information in their minds at the point of their creation. But, nevertheless, there was an enormous amount of knowledge that they should have learned. What we have recorded is the very brief description found in Genesis 2:7-23. 
· They were assigned practical responsibilities: to look after the animals (Gen. 1:28; 2:19) and to take care of the garden (Gen. 2:15).
· The angels played an important role in their theoretical education. Besides, God met with them every afternoon to teach them personally (Gen. 3:8). 
B  An external influence.

· God created an environment that was “very good” (Gen. 1:31) and filled with “every tree that is pleasant to the sight” (Gen. 2:9). The students “were not ashamed” (Gen. 2:25).
· “The holy pair were not only children under the fatherly care of God but students receiving instruction from the all-wise Creator. They were visited by angels, and were granted communion with their Maker, with no obscuring veil between. They were full of the vigor imparted by the tree of life, and their intellectual power was but little less than that of the angels. The mysteries of the visible universe–“the wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge” (Job 37:16)–afforded them an exhaustless source of instruction and delight. The laws and operations of nature, which have engaged men’s study for six thousand years, were opened to their minds by the infinite Framer and Upholder of all. They held converse with leaf and flower and tree, gathering from each the secrets of its life. With every living creature, from the mighty leviathan that playeth among the waters to the insect mote that floats in the sunbeam, Adam was familiar. He had given to each its name, and he was acquainted with the nature and habits of all…Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 50.3-51.
· Nevertheless, a “cunning” being came to Eve and denied God’s clear statements. It encouraged her to doubt of God’s intention (Gen. 3:1-5). He introduced God as:

· Restrictive, prohibiting good things. 
· Afraid of Adam and Eve reaching a superior level of knowledge.

· A liar, lying about the consequences of eating from that tree. 
· How did all this suddenly happen? 
· First of all, we need to recognize that Satan had already been thrown out of heaven and down to this earth before God created this world. 
· Revelation 12:7-9: 7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, who fought back with his angels; 8 but the dragon was defeated, and he and his angels were not allowed to stay in heaven any longer. 9The huge dragon was thrown out—that ancient serpent, called the Devil, or Satan, that deceived the whole world. He was thrown down to earth, and all his angels with him. 
· Did God allow Satan and all his angels to watch as He created our world. What did they think? Obviously, Satan demanded immediate access to those new beings. 
· What is implied when we say that Satan was more subtle or cunning than God? 
· Before we move on, we need to ask ourselves one very important question: 
· Why was the tree of knowledge of good and evil placed in the Garden of Eden? 
· Why do you think He placed both the tree of life and the tree of knowledge of good and evil right in the middle of the garden?
· “The tree of knowledge had been made a test of their obedience and their love to God…Satan was not to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the forbidden tree. —Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 53.2-3 
· The tree was not placed in the garden primarily to test or tempt Adam and Eve. It was placed there as protection by limiting the access that Satan would have to our first parents. Satan could not follow them wherever they went, trying to tempt them at every corner. The great controversy had already started, and God knew what Satan was capable of doing! 
C  The decision of the students.

· What could have Eve done when doubt came to her mind?

· It was reasonable to talk to God about it because she could talk to Him directly. She could ask Him about the serpent’s accusations. He could also ask Adam for help. But she didn’t.
· What was Eve’s first mistake? What was Adams first mistake? Was it not when they each realized that they were separated and did not immediately return to each other’s company. 
· Adam didn’t even think about the tree. He just decided to share Eve’s fate. Both used their free will badly. 
· “Adam understood that his companion had transgressed the command of God, disregarded the only prohibition laid upon them as a test of their fidelity and love. There was a terrible struggle in his mind. He mourned that he had permitted Eve to wander from his side. But now the deed was done; he must be separated from her whose society had been his joy. How could he have it thus?—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 56.2. 
D  The decision of the Teacher.

· Then the students could no longer remain in His presence. Before expelling them, God assured them that Redemption would come (Genesis 3:15).
· He assigned new tasks to them, so they could keep learning. He also gave them new ways to communicate with Him. 
· What provisions has God made for us to regain our relationship with Him?
· We are descendants of Adam and Eve. We can learn as they did through prayer, service, and Bible study.

· Our learning goal is to rebuild God’s image in our lives, growing in the Christian virtues (2 Peter 1:3-11).
E  Keep learning.

· What are the most important lessons we can learn from Genesis 1-3? 
· Those learning must submit to the teacher’s authority. This authority is necessary and must be respected. 
· We can learn of God’s enormous power in creating our world. We also can learn about the importance of authority and why it is important to obey good authority. 
· As Christians, we learn from pastors and teachers (Hebrews 13:17), and we should acknowledge their authority. But they must be assessed so they don’t introduce heresy to the flock (2 Peter 2:1). 
· Adam and Eve disregarded God’s authority and submitted to a deceitful one.

· In order to keep learning, we must submit to God’s Word and to those authorized by it.  

God Bless You!!!
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