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Lesson – 10 (Qtr – 4, 2020) Education in Arts and Sciences 

Scripture Texts:- Rom. 1:18-21; Psalm 19:1-6; 96:9; Gen. 3:6; 1 Timothy 6; Prov.1; Job 38.
Introduction:- The Psalmist wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.” (Psalm 91:1 NKJV) How do you understand the words of this verse? How does the sky declare God’s glory? What about the things on this earth? Does looking about us at our world tell us of God’s handiwork? What do beautiful and fragrant flowers and trees tell us about God? Do these handiworks of God speak of arts and sciences? Yes sure they do! 
The arts and sciences are considered to be an important part of education. So, what is the role of the biblical perspective in education? How should teachers integrate their understanding of God, of creation, and of God’s role in our lives and in the world into every aspect of their teaching? Let’s dive into our study and learn more! 
A  The foundation of education:

· God and education in sciences.

· When we study how God designed life in genetics and the conception process, we see the wonders of His kind love.
· In our finite wisdom, we cannot fully comprehend what it means to have an omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent God, when we say that our very lives–every heartbeat and every breath–only happen because of God’s power.
· The more we learn about the laws of nature God established, the more reasons we have to praise Him for His wisdom.

· As Paul said, we “are without excuse” to deny the existence of God after having studied nature (Romans 1:20).
· God and education in arts.

· Sin entered the world thousands of years ago. However, we can still find beauty in nature.

· God is the source of beauty. He loves physical and spiritual beauty. He made those fantastic flowers with their wonderful smell. 
· Why is it that birds that are not as colorful tend to have the best songs? Why are male birds usually attractive?
· Nevertheless, not everything beautiful is also good. Solomon warned us about sinful people: “Do not lust after her beauty in your heart”, because they will drag you to sin (Proverbs 6:25).
· Ellen White also admonishes saying, “God would have His children appreciate His works and delight in the simple, quiet beauty with which He has adorned our earthly home. He is a lover of the beautiful, and above all that is outwardly attractive He loves beauty of character; He would have us cultivate purity and simplicity, the quiet graces of the flowers.—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ* 85.3
B  Education in arts and sciences:

· Avoiding common mistakes.

· The scientific discoveries that make our lives easier have also been used for warlike purposes. Art forms like painting, photography, or cinema have been corrupted by avarice, the love of money, or self-satisfaction.

· On the other hand, science has not always been completely right. For example, the experts believed the Earth was the center of our universe many years ago.

· Therefore, Paul warned us from having unquestioning faith in our knowledge, but to pursue “righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.” (1Tim. 6:11)
· We must recognize that not every beautiful thing is pure and holy. God’s enemy, Satan, has done everything he possibly can to destroy, distort, or exploit what God has made. Think of what the advertising agencies have done with virtually anything that is beautiful.
· Seeking excellence.

· True excellence can be achieved by using all that knowledge in a wise way. Proverbs 1 talks about wisdom and foolishness. Verse 7 (GNB*) tells us: “To have knowledge, you must first have reverence for the LORD. Stupid people have no respect for wisdom and refuse to learn.” And “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” (Proverbs 1:7)
· Solomon went on to describe how wisdom and truth are all around us, constantly seeking to convince us of their importance. But, he said that if you choose evil, you will experience bad consequences. Wisdom cannot come to your aid at that point. But, if you choose to follow biblical wisdom, you will be rewarded.
· God gives us the Holy Spirit so we can achieve wisdom, knowledge, and artistry 
(Exodus 35:31).
· This way we’ll be able to distinguish good from evil, and to apply our scientific and artistic knowledge correctly.
· So, where would you go to find wisdom in our day?
· Wisdom must include a correct understanding of the role of God not only in creation but also in our daily lives. It must include an understanding of our total dependence upon God every day. 
C  Conflicts between faith and science.

· The current scientific discoveries show that there’s an intelligent design in us and in everything around us. This is a clear sign of God’s creative hand for those who want to accept it.

· However, the current philosophy of science rules out the existence of God.

· This philosophy tries to build a wall between faith and science that doesn’t exist. 
· Job 38 is a very interesting chapter talking about all that God did to create our world. It is very significant to notice verse 7 (GNB*): “In the dawn of that day the stars sang together, and the heavenly beings shouted for joy.” But, notice all the other details about how God set boundaries on the ocean. He produced water that expands slightly as it gets colder between 4° and 0°C so that ice floats instead of sinking. If ice sank, life as we know it would be impossible! 
· Job 38 goes on to describe many details about the sea, about darkness and light, and about snow, hail, and rain. Then, the author of Job turned to space and talked about the Pleiades and Orion. He challenged us to understand the laws that control these heavenly bodies. Then, he asked if humans can control the clouds and tell them when it is time to rain?
· What does the Bible say about God sustaining us on a daily basis?
· Acts 17:25-28: 25 “Nor does he need anything that we can supply by working for him, since it is he himself who gives life and breath and everything else to everyone. 26From one human being he created all races on earth and made them live throughout the whole earth. He himself fixed beforehand the exact times and the limits of the places where they would live. 27He did this so that they would look for him, and perhaps find him as they felt about for him. Yet God is actually not far from any one of us; 28 as someone has said, ‘In him we live and move and exist.’ It is as some of your poets have said, ‘We too are his children.’”
· “Every pulsation of the heart is a rebound from the touch of the finger of God. He watches over us by day, and under his wings we find shelter by night. His preserving care is over us, whether we wake or sleep. He is as a sentinel to guard us from Satan’s power, or we should be taken captive by him. Jesus is our constant friend.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald,* December 2, 1890, par. 15.
· Christians believe that God created all things, and that He sustains everything. This belief is compatible with every scientific discovery that is interpreted correctly.
God Bless You!!!
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