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Heaven, Education, and Eternal Learning

Scripture Texts: John 3:16; 1 John 5:13; 1 Timothy 1:16; 1 Corinthians 2:9; 13:12; Zechariah 13:6.
Introduction: No one has the ability to tell us the truth about what happens to a person after he dies. Only God has that ability and the information about the afterlife. He has given us that information through His word – The Bible. 
John 3:16: For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.((American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation* (2nd ed., John 3:16). New York: American Bible Society.

John 17:3: And eternal life means knowing you, the only true God, and knowing Jesus Christ, whom you sent. ((Good News Bible.*

1 John 5:13: I am writing this to you so that you may know that you have eternal life you that believe in the Son of God. Good News Bible.*

Timothy 1:16: But God was merciful to me in order that Christ Jesus might show his full patience in dealing with me, the worst of sinners, as an example for all those who would later believe in him and receive eternal life. Good News Bible.*

There was no reason for Christ to come the first time if He is not planning to come back! That is why there are so many clear promises in the New Testament about what is coming beyond death. God does not intend to allow the evil we live with today to continue indefinitely. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A . Learning in the hereafter:

Question - How long will we keep learning? 

The last stage in our learning path will begin with our resurrection. In John 6:45, Jesus made the requirement for resurrection clear: eating His flesh and drinking His blood. That is, accepting His redeeming sacrifice on the cross (John 3:16). 
Now we have limited time in this life. Then, Jesus will give us unlimited time for limitless learning with Him.

Question - What will life be like?

— There are many obstacles to successful learning today: imperfect teachers, flawed programs, and limited intellectual ability, personal and family issues…
So, what can we expect in that future life?

Revelation 21:4 - He [God] will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared. - Good News Bible.

— In the hereafter, sin and death will be no more, so life will be perfect. There will be no flaws in our new learning path. We will also be transformed and made perfect by God. Our intellectual ability will be incomparably superior to our current one (1Cor. 15:42-49).

B The school in the hereafter:

Enrollment.

— God wants to reopen Eden’s school once this pause that sin caused ends for good. Everyone is encouraged to enroll (John 3:16). 
“Heaven is a school; its field of study, the universe; its teacher, the Infinite One. A branch of this school was established in Eden; and, the plan of redemption accomplished, education will again be taken up in the Eden school. - Ellen G. White, Education* 301.1

How can we enroll and get accepted into this school?
(1) Accept Jesus as our Savior by faith (Acts 16:13)
(2) Trust in His promises (Hebrews 10:23)
(3) Live up to the light that we have (James 1:21-22)

(4) Endure unto the end (Matthew 24:13)

The study program.
Imagine living in a world where God is present and every question will have an accurate and good answer. But God is not just going to tell us the answers to every question. He is going to challenge us to investigate for ourselves. That will be an eternal journey of discovery.

— The learning program and the content of our “textbooks” will be quite different in a world free of the effects of sin.
Are there things that seem completely incomprehensible? When you think about how God has helped us with the things that we do understand, doesn’t that give us faith to trust Him in what we do not yet understand?

— Above all, the most important subject in our curriculum will be the plan of Redemption and the great love of God (Zechariah 13:6).
“Some among the redeemed will have laid hold of Christ in the last hours of life, and in heaven instruction will be given to those who, when they died, did not understand perfectly the plan of salvation. Christ will lead the redeemed ones beside the river of life, and will open to them that which while on this earth they could not understand. - Undated Manuscript 150. - Ellen G. White, Selected Messages,* Book 1, 262.2

The Teacher: 
— Jesus will still be our Teacher in our school in the hereafter. He will be our tutor and will lead us to better understand His character and His Creation (Isaiah 54:13). 
Jesus spent much of His time on this earth trying to get people to realize all the errors about God they were believing and to turn their minds to the truth about Him. Learning about God will be an eternal study.
— We’ll have unlimited time to learn, so God will gradually reveal to us more deeply and gloriously. The more we’ll learn about His character, the more we’ll admire Him and the more intense our songs of praise will be.

— Then, “From the minutest atom to the greatest world, all things, animate and inanimate, in their unshadowed beauty and perfect joy, [will] declare that God is love.” (Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 678).
God Bless You!!!
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