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Christian Education

Scripture Texts: Genesis 3:1-15; 2 Corinthians 4:6; Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-24; Ephesians 4:15; 1 John 3:18; Deuteronomy 6; Proverbs 1:8
Introduction: Down through the generations about educating and caring for their children, the children of God including the children of Israel were given instructions to do so. Each day lessons were given by God Himself. Even when Adam and Eve lost their paradise, they were still given instructions how to live outside the garden. 

What did Adam and Eve and others before the flood say to their children about why they were outside the garden? Did they talk to the angels standing there to prevent their entrance? What did the children think as they looked into the garden? 

“From the earliest times the faithful in Israel had given much care to the education of the youth. The Lord had directed that even from babyhood the children should be taught of His goodness and His greatness, especially as revealed in His law, and shown in the history of Israel. Song and prayer and lessons from the Scriptures were to be adapted to the opening mind. Fathers and mothers were to instruct their children that the law of God is an expression of His character, and that as they received the principles of the law into the heart, the image of God was traced on mind and soul. Much of the teaching was oral; but the youth also learned to read the Hebrew writings; and the parchment rolls of the Old Testament Scriptures were open to their study.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 69.2 
Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  Education in the family:

· The first family.

· Adam and Eve became the first teachers when Cain was born. The family unit became the heart of human education to this day.
· The system of education established in Eden centered in the family. Adam was “the son of God” (Luke 3:38), and it was from their Father that the children of the Highest received instruction. Theirs, in the truest sense, was a family school.—Ellen G. White, Education* 33.1 
· Children learn about Christian doctrine and values within the family. They learn about loving God and accepting Jesus as their Savior and Friend. 
· What do we know about the initial education Adam and Eve were given at their point of creation? How did they learn? 
· Surely, God implanted in their brains the ability to walk and do many other things or the ability to learn extremely rapidly. How much information was implanted there? We have no idea. But, knowing what was coming, God must have spoken to them–and Ellen White details this–about the events which had already taken place in heaven including the rebellion of Lucifer and the results. 
· “Angels of God visited Adam and Eve, and told them of the fall of Satan, and warned them to be on their guard. They cautioned them not to separate from each other in their employment, for they might be brought in contact with this fallen foe. If one of them were alone, they would be in greater danger than if both were together. The angels enjoined upon them to closely follow the instructions God had given them, for in perfect obedience they were safe, and this fallen foe could then have no power to deceive them. God would not permit Satan to follow the holy pair with continual temptations. He could have access to them only at the tree of knowledge of good and evil.—Ellen G. White, Spiritual Gifts,* vol. 3, 39.1.† Compare EW 147.1. 
· The family of Jesus.

· God chose Jesus' parents very carefully, as they'd be responsible for His education:

(1) Joseph: A righteous and obedient man (Matthew 1:18-25; 2:13-15, 19-23).

(2) Mary: A spiritual, intelligent, determined, obedient, humble, and helpful woman. She trusted God completely (Luke 1:26-38, 46-56). 
Scholars generally agree that Mary was still a teenager when this happened to her. It was the hope and dream of every Jewish woman that she might be the mother of the coming Messiah. Almost every girl in those days was married by the time she was 20. More than that, Joseph already had at least six children, and maybe more, from an earlier marriage! (See Matthew 13:53-56.) If you were God and you could choose any woman in the world to be your mother, whom would you choose? And do not forget about the ancestors of this couple: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba, just to mention a few! (Matthew 1:3-6) Do we know only good about each? Why did God preserve the record of so many of the bad deeds of the human ancestors of His Son? So, why do you think that couple was chosen? God does not make bad choices. 
· Both were upright people. They knew how to educate their children in God's love and obedience.
· What do we know about the education of Jesus? 
· The child Jesus did not receive instruction in the synagogue schools. His mother was His first human teacher. From her lips and from the scrolls of the prophets, He learned of heavenly things. The verywords which He Himself had spoken to Moses for Israel He was now taught at His mother’s knee. As He advanced from childhood to youth, He did not seek the schools of the rabbis. He needed not the education to be obtained from such sources; for God was His instructor.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 70.1. 
· He maintained perfect filial obedience; but his spotless life aroused the envy and jealousy of his brethren. His childhood and youth were anything but smooth and joyous. His brethren did not believe on him, and were annoyed because he did not in all things act as they did, and become one of them in the practice of evil. In his home life he was cheerful, but never boisterous. He ever maintained the attitude of a learner. He took great delight in nature, and God was his teacher.—Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times,* July 30, 1896, par. 11. Compare 5SDABC 1117.5 [which only has different punctuation]. Compare Youth’s Instructor, November 28, 1895, par. 5.
· God became Jesus' teacher as He grew (John 12:49). 
· Family today.

· The father is the head of the family (Ephesians 5:23), so he is responsible for representing Christ’s character in the home (Ephesians 5:25).
· The mother has the greatest influence in the personality, character, and temperament of their children.

· Parents must work together in educating their children. 
· Mothers and fathers need to learn a lot of things, ideally before they become parents. See Ephesians 5:22-26; 1 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Corinthians 6:14; Romans 13:13-14; 2 Peter 1:5-7; and Philippians 4:8. 
· Parents are instructed to submit themselves to one another because of their reverence for Christ. While wives are encouraged to submit to their husbands, husbands are to love their wives as Christ loved the church. If husbands and wives did so, what a transformation would take place in Christian families. Christian young people should avoid marrying those who are not Christians. Drunkenness, immorality, indecency, fighting, and jealousy are not appropriate for Christians. 
· Often in our societies today, fathers are away from home trying to earn a living. Thus: 
· “The child’s first teacher is the mother. During the period of greatest susceptibility and most rapid development his education is to a great degree in her hands.—Ellen G. White, Education* 275.1.
· Upon fathers as well as mothers rests a responsibility for the child’s earlier as well as its later training, and for both parents the demand for careful and thorough preparation is most urgent. Before taking upon themselves the possibilities of fatherhood and motherhood, men and women should become acquainted with the laws of physical development...; they should also understand the laws of mental development and moral training.—Ellen G. White, Education* 276.1. 
· In the Bible, parents are told to teach their children how to love God and obey Him (Deuteronomy 6:4-9).

· Children will be responsible for their actions once they become adult. However, parents are responsible for planting the seed in them that will grow for eternal life 
(Proverbs 22:6). 
B  How to educate:

· Communication - Why is it that so many young people today, even those raised in Adventist homes, turn away from their early training? 
· Why do they want to rebel against their parents?  
· Sometimes, it seems like in their process of rebelling against their parents’ guidance, some go even further into sin than those who grew up in non-Christian homes! This is because of the lack of communication in the homes. 
· Appropriate communication is essential in education. Parents must devote time to communicate with their children (not just talking, but also listening to them).

· Communication must include an emotional side too. Parents should show love in every action.

· We should always ask God for wisdom on how to properly imprint Christian values on the hearts of our children, by use of our words and our example.

· The time we spend communicating with each member of our family will be well worth it. 
· Surely, we all know that Jesus was the very best Teacher of all time. But, do we recognize that He was also the very best Student? 
· What was special about His student days? Remember, first of all, that He was taught by God Himself and the angels. He had a natural curiosity and a hunger for any knowledge about God. He was an active learner and not just a passive learner. He absorbed knowledge and thought it out carefully. He discussed His ideas with others, listening to their judgments, criticisms, and suggestions. 
· Organization.

· It’s important to set a specific time apart for sharing God’s wisdom and promises with our children. 
· In what kind of “family school” did you grow up? What did you learn from your parents? Were there negative things which you later had to discard? Did you do a better job with your children than your parents did with you? 
· Pray with them and schedule a morning and/or evening family worship time. The scripture tells us to: 
· “Teach a child how to follow the right way; even when he is old, he will stay on course.” (Proverbs 22:6).
God Bless You!!!
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