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Lesson – 3 (Qtr. – 1, 2021) When Your World is Falling Apart
Scripture Text: - Isaiah 7: 1-14
Introduction: - Political chaos is not something limited to our 21st century. We see this happening in every nation almost every day. Two or three nations may join together to attack one nation. And it was the same scenario faced by King Ahaz in his early reign. (2 Kings 15:37, 38; 16:5,6; Isaiah 7:1,2)  
The territory of Palestine/Canaan was at the political crossroads of the eastern Mediterranean. To North and East were the Euphrates based Kingdoms (Ephraim and Syria) and to the south was Egypt and when push came between these kingdoms, Judah/Israel felt the pressure. 
Not only that, the local kingdoms were always having internal strife among themselves and the Kingdom of Judah was inevitably drawn into these fights. Even back in David's time, strategic alliances with others were pretty much standard practice. And to be honest little has changed in the 21st century. My earliest recollections as a child include memories of power struggle and news items about the conflict between India, Pakistan, China, Bangladesh and now in the eastern Mediterranean. 
We can read all this and see what Ahaz was facing and how his world was falling apart. And can also suggest what he should have done in the circumstances but the fact remains that for us at a personal level we still have to navigate the conflicts of life. We do not live in isolation and have to interact with atheists, secularists, other Christians, and increasingly people of other religions. We may have to work with them, live alongside them, negotiate with them, and disagree with them. Are we any better at navigating our modern world than Ahaz was at navigating his? How does our Christian knowledge and understanding help us in our complex modern society when we face our world falling apart? 
Question - Why was Ahaz facing this crisis and what was his solution when his world was falling apart? 

Lets get the facts straight about Ahaz first:

New king of Judah: Ahaz. Father’s name: Jotham. His age at the beginning of his reign: 20 years old. Length of reign: 16 years, in Jerusalem. Character of his reign: evil. Who was reigning in Israel at that time: King Pekah (son of Remaliah), who had been the king there for 17 years.
But he did not follow the Lord as his ancestor David had; he was as wicked as the kings of Israel. He even killed his own son by offering him as a burnt sacrifice to the gods, following the heathen customs of the nations around Judah—nations that the Lord destroyed when the people of Israel entered the land. He also sacrificed and burned incense at the shrines on the hills and at the numerous altars in the groves of trees. 2 Kings 16: 1-4TLB

Chronicles provides even more detail:

The king took the gold bowls from the Temple and slashed them to pieces, and nailed the door of the Temple shut so that no one could worship there, and made altars to the heathen gods in every corner of Jerusalem. And he did the same in every city of Judah, thus angering the Lord God of his fathers. 2 Chron 28:24.25

In the last few days, we have horrified to see the government institution of one nation being invaded by an unruly mob. Ahaz was guilty of a very similar offence. He abused the Temple and all it stood for and used it in an attempt to gain favour with the nations around him.
Attempted Interception: While Ahaz in all his wickedness was planning his political move to meet the threat, God intercepted and sent Isaiah to give him an encouraging message. 
Why did God send Isaiah with an encouraging message? Because it was God who had allowed trouble to come upon him in order to discipline him and bring him to his senses (2 Chron. 28:5, 19). 
Why did God tell Isaiah to take his son, Shear-jashub, with him (Isa. 7:3)?
Shear-Jashub means ‘a remnant shall return’. Or ‘to be a remnant’. It is possible that it also means to repent. It was to be a message from God to Ahaz: It means what you make it mean! Turn from your sins or go into captivity, and from captivity a remnant will return. The decision is yours! 
In other words, “You can take it to mean whatever you think it should mean! If you do not turn from your sins, the children of Judah are going into captivity. It is true that a remnant will return from captivity; but, at this point, the decision is up to you!”

How did God’s message address the king’s situation? Isaiah 7.4-9, NRSV). There was no need for Ahaz to appeal to Assyria for help. The threat from Syria and Israel would pass and Judah would be spared. 
But in order to make the right decision, Ahaz needed to trust the Lord and His promises. He needed to believe in order to be established (Isa: 7:9). 

Why are ‘faith’ and ‘belief’ so important to be firm and established? 

What lesson do we learn from this? The very least we can learn from this is that God tries very hard to save the wicked.

Another Chance (Isa. 7:10-13) 

Ahaz did not respond to Isaiah’s call for faith. So, God mercifully gave the king another chance, telling him to ask for a sign that was “deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isa: 7:11, NRSV). Here is one of the greatest invitations to faith ever given to a human being.

Why did Ahaz respond in the way he did (Isa: 7:12)? 
At first glance, Ahaz’s answer seems pious and respectful. He would not put God to the test, as the Israelites had centuries before, during their wilderness wanderings (Exod: 17:2, Deut: 6:16). But the difference was that God invited the king to put Him to the test (compare Mal: 3:10). To take Him up on His overwhelmingly generous gift would please Him, not test His patience. But Ahaz was not even willing to allow God to help him to believe. He barred and bolted the door of his heart to shut out faith. 

Isaiah pointed out that that by refusing to put God to the test, outwardly to avoid wearying God, Ahaz, in fact, wearied God. When Ahaz refused the divine offer, he rejected the Lord from being his God. The Lord was the God of Isaiah, but not of Ahaz.
Do you think it is right to put God to the test especially when God is offering the test Himself? Didn’t many Prophets put God to the test? (Moses etc.) 
Sign of a Son (Isaiah 7:14) 

When Ahaz refused the offer God has made, God gave him another offer. God went a second mile and said to Ahaz through Isaiah: “If you won’t suggest a sign, then I will!” What would you have asked for if God had made that kind of an offer to you? Think of what God is capable of doing! (Isaiah 55:9; 1 Corinthians 2:9) 
And so, what did God suggest as a sign? The sign was the birth of a son. So, how could a young woman bearing a child and calling him Immanuel be a sign from God? Can you think of other times when biblical characters asked God to give them a sign? The story of Gideon and the two fleeces is one example. (Judges 6:36-40)

The Gospels does mention about the virgin birth of Jesus. We know that Matthew, recorded in Matthew 1:23, quoted Isaiah 7:14 as a prediction of the virgin birth of Jesus to Mary. 
As we know, Matthew 1:21-23 makes it very clear that Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God. Matthew 1:21-23 [An angel of the Lord said:] “She will have a son, and you will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their sins.”

And we also know that “When the fulness of time had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman” (Galatians. 4:4) to give us the presence of God with us. 

And there are many other verses suggesting that Jesus was the divine Son of God and of the royal line of David. (Matthew 3:17; Isaiah 11:1,10; Revelation 22:16)

God Is With Us! (Isaiah 7:14) 
Like the name of Isaiah’s children, the name of Immanuel has a meaning. It is literally “with us God.” But the Hebrew names of this kind that lack verbs, the verb “to be’ must be supplied. So, Immanuel must be translated “God is with us’, which is a promise that is fulfilled! 
How does God's presence give us hope? How can we know that is a promise for us as surely as it was for the people of Israel?

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 (emphasis mine)

The prophecy of Isa. 7:14, thus viewed, is a dual prophecy having an immediate and primary application to the days of Isaiah, and a secondary and later, but nevertheless a meaningful and vital, application to the birth of the Messiah.—General Conference Committee, Problems in Bible Translation 160-169. (1954).

So, if you are facing some real problems, is it helpful to know that God is with you? Even if He does not intervene in any way?

“His name shall be called Immanuel, ... God with us.” “The light of the knowledge of the glory of God” is seen “in the face of Jesus Christ.” From the days of eternity, the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the Father; He was “the image of God,” the image of His greatness and majesty, “the outshining of His glory.” It was to manifest this glory that He came to our world. To this sin-darkened earth He came to reveal the light of God’s love, –to be “God with us.” Therefore, it was prophesied of Him, “His name shall be called Immanuel.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 19.1.

Conclusion: - What should we learn from this lesson? Should we ask for a sign from the Lord to guide us?

It is always appropriate to ask for God’s guidance and help; but, to ask for a specific sign in many cases would be presumptuous. We need to have enough faith to allow God to assist us or not, apparently, in the way He chooses. 

Ahaz apparently chose not to believe God and, thus, alienated himself from the kingdom of God. 
God Bless You!!!
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