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Scripture Texts: Deuteronomy 6:5; 31:9-27; Romans 3:19-23; Revelation 12:17; 14:12; Mark 6:25-27; Hebrews 5:8.
Introduction: Everything in nature is governed by laws - these reveal principles, order and intelligence. Law does not give life, but educates us as to the principles of life, what is good and bad. 

Do you think of God’s law as a teacher? What is the purpose of God’s law? And what is included in God’s law? Does that include only the Ten Commandments, as many believe? Or, does it include a large section of Scripture? When Jesus talked about the law and the prophets, what was included under the law? 

Deuteronomy 6:5 - Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
As we study in our lesson about the Law, we will deepen our understanding of the educative role of law and the importance of studying it and restudying it over again continually. Let us dive into our study and learn more!   
A  The purpose of the Law: So, what is the purpose of the law? Is it just to accuse us because we are all sinners? Does the law have only a negative function? Or, does it have any positive function? 
In ancient Hebrew thinking, the Torah, which is often translated as Law, included the five books of Moses, everything from creation in Genesis 1:1 to the death of Moses at the end of Deuteronomy. Is that what you think of when you hear the word law?
· Teaching us how to fear God. Deuteronomy 31:12.

· God commanded the Israelites to read the Law before all the people during the Feast of Tabernacles. There was a process to follow: HEAR => LEARN => FEAR.
· After 80 years of training, Moses began his work as leader of the children of Israel. It was 40 years of hectic up-and-down experiences, many of which should not have been necessary. But, at the end of those years, Moses had to climb to the top of Mount Nebo and be buried by the Lord as the children of Israel entered the promised land. However, before doing that, Moses gave them three sermons as recorded in the book of Deuteronomy. (Deut. 31:9-13)
· This was a simple learning system that let both children and adults learn about the beginning of wisdom: the fear of the Lord (Psalm 111:10).
· What methods is God using in our day to make sure that we do not forget His law? Notice that God says, first, you must hear, and then, learn to fear God. 
· What does it mean to fear God? I thought we were told to love God. The word fear in the Bible means everything from absolute terror to respect and honor.
· We do not have a natural tendency towards fearing God, we must learn to do so. Of course this fear must come with love.

· Testifying against us. Deuteronomy 31:26.
· Witnesses tell what they have heard and seen. It is interesting to notice that Moses instructed the Levites, the priests, to carefully copy what he had written and place it on a scroll next to the Ten Commandments in the most holy place. Surely, they must have made copies they could refer to that they kept outside. So, what does it mean to have a witness against us?
· The Law "tells" what it sees in us: our sin. It functions as a mirror, pointing out our defects; then, the gospel helps us to seek forgiveness and correct those bad habits. 
· The Law testifies AGAINST us (Romans 3:23). It reprimands our hearts, but it also leads us to the solution: Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:26).
· Making us prosperous. Joshua 1:7-8.

· One of the most important functions of the Law is to make us prosperous. That is, that we may be successful in our enterprises. 
· Very soon after Moses was gone and Joshua was in charge of the people, we have these words from God directed to Joshua: “Just be determined, be confident; and make sure that you obey the whole Law that my servant Moses gave you. Do not neglect any part of it and you will succeed wherever you go. 8Be sure that the book of the Law is always read in your worship. Study it day and night, and make sure that you obey everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” (Joshua 1:7-8)
· These instructions seem pretty simple and straight forward. The promise that they would be prosperous and successful should have been an encouragement. Shouldn’t it?
· The Law teaches us how to live according to God’s instructions. Therefore, God supports those who want to do His will in a special way (Deuteronomy 30:9-10; Psalm 1).

· Keeping the Law of God is part of Christian education. It is an essential part of living by faith and trusting God’s grace (Revelation 14:12; James 2:10-12).

B  Those who keep the Law:

· Their struggles. 2 Chronicles 31:21
· Suppose you are very successful in the eyes of the world and you live comfortably and well. Is that more important than going to heaven? Remember Jesus’s comments. 
· Matthew 16:26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?—KJV.* Compare Mark 8:36.
· What has been your personal experience with success? Has it made you happy to obey God’s laws and do His will? 
· Or, to follow the methods, manners, and wishes of the world?
· King Hezekiah was one of the better kings in the kingdom of Judah. What was his secret of success? 
· 2 Chronicles 31:20-21: 20 ‘Throughout all Judah, King Hezekiah did what was right and what was pleasing to the LORD his God. 21He was successful, because everything he did for the Temple or in observance of the Law, he did in a spirit of complete loyalty and devotion to his God.—
· Joshua and Hezekiah prospered because they obeyed God’s Law. Nevertheless, other people who obeyed the Law did not share the same fate:

(1) John the Baptist. He was beheaded in prison

(2) Job. He lost everything he had

(3) Paul. He was flogged, incarcerated, shipwrecked…

(4) Others. They were stoned, sawn, killed by the sword…

· Those who keep the Law do not always prosper. After all, we live in a sinful world. Besides, the prince of this world is constantly fighting to keep us from prospering (Revelation 12:17; John 16:33).

· Their ideal. 1 John 2:6.

· How did Jesus relate to God’s Law while He was living on Earth?

(1) He was obedient in everything (Philippians 2:8).
(2) He kept the Law since He was a child (Luke 2:51-52).
(3) He learnt from the Law (Hebrews 5:8).
(4) He obeyed the Law to please God (John 8:29).
(5) He delighted in obeying the Law (Psalm 40:8).

(6) He kept the Law for love’s sake (John 15:10).

· It is obvious that we cannot keep the Law as perfectly as Jesus did. How can we do a better job of following His example? 
· We are called to “walk as He walked.”
· Love, the basis of creation and of redemption, is the basis of true education. This is made plain in the law that God has given as the guide of life. The first and great commandment is, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind.” Luke 10:27. 
· To love Him, the infinite, the omniscient One, with the whole strength, and mind, and heart, means the highest development of every power. It means that in the whole being–the body, the mind, as well as the soul–the image of God is to be restored. (—Ellen G. White, Education* 16.1-2)
· Obeying the Law is a sign of our faith (James 2:17) and our love for Jesus (John 14:15).
God Bless You!!!
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