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Lesson – 4 (Qtr – 4, 2020) The Eyes of the Lord – The Biblical Worldview

Scripture Texts: Proverbs 15:3; Job 12:7-10; Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 20:5-6; John1:1-14; Mark 12:29-31.
Introduction: Our world today is filled with many strange ideas floating around us. Do we believe all those strange ideas to be actual facts? 

For at least 2000 years, it was believed that our world was the center of the universe! Some people even thought that our world was flat! Today, thousands of the best educated humans in the world believe that man evolved from simple, one-celled organisms. Why do they believe such things? 
Over a period of time, each one of us develops his/her a paradigm or worldview. This worldview is our mind’s way of fitting all our known facts together into a consistent picture. If some idea that we cannot fit into our worldview, our minds will often reject it. 
Think of the disciples after spending years with Jesus as they are walking up from Jericho to Jerusalem one week before Jesus was tried, beaten, and crucified. Jesus called them aside and said: 

Luke 18:31-34 – “Jesus took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, “Listen! We are going to Jerusalem where everything the prophets wrote about the Son of Man will come true. He will be handed over to the Gentiles, who will mock him, insult him, and spit on him. They will whip him and kill him, but three days later he will rise to life.” But the disciples did not understand any of these things; the meaning of the words was hidden from them, and they did not know what Jesus was talking about.—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation* (2nd ed., Luke 18:31–34). New York: American Bible Society.  
What is our worldview about God? Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A  God’s existence.

· There are two main types of worldviews:

· Atheistic Worldview: The Universe and everything in it just exists; there are no gods or other supernatural entities; life has no purpose or meaning, it’s only survival. 
· Democritus was aGreek philosopherwholivedbetween 460 and 370 B.C. He was known as the laughing philosopher. About 2500 years ago, he said in his Diogenes Laërtius, Democritus, volume IX, 44: “Atoms and the vacuum were the beginning of the universe; and that everything else existed only in opinion.”— http://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Democritus [Retrieved on August 25, 2020]. 
· Theistic Worldview: The Universe and everything in it were created by God; God exists and cares for His Creation; we were created with a purpose: to live with our God forever. This is the Christian’s worldview. 
· So, what does the Bible tell us about our origins? 
· Psalm 53:1- Fools say to themselves, “There is no God.” They are all corrupt, and they have done terrible things; there is no one who does what is right. 
· Proverbs 15:3-The LORD sees what happens everywhere; he is watching us, whether we do good or evil.
· God is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. But He also cares for each one of us and longs for our company.

B  Creation.

· The Bible considers two facts settled since its very first verse: God exists, and He created the Universe (Genesis 1:1). The rest of the biblical truths are based on those two principles: The Law, redemption, the resurrection…

· The biblical doctrines make no sense if we deny that God created the world in six days. The Bible cannot be true only in some of its sections.

· If we accept the concept of an evolution that took place during millions of years–either conducted by God or not–, we are denying that God inspired the Bible.
· God asks us to spend one-seventh of our lives, i.e., one day every week, to remember the seven-day creation week and all that it implies. He does not make that kind of demand for any other teaching. 
· Does God think that was and is an important teaching?
C  The biblical doctrine.

· The way we interpret our environment depends on our worldview.

· The biblical worldview includes a series of doctrines that teach us how to live, how to make moral decisions, how to treat our neighbor, how to interpret the world around us, what to expect from the future…
· So, what kind of an impact does it have on our day-by-day thinking to have a biblical worldview?
· Romans 5:8 - But God has shown us how much he loves us—it was while we were still sinners that Christ died for us!
· Romans 8:28 - We know that in all things God works for good with those who love him, those whom he has called according to his purpose.
· This is the reasons why our biblical worldview is very important to us. 
D  The Plan of Redemption.

· God didn’t just discard His Creation when humans sinned. He had created a redeeming plan; the Creator would die to save His creatures (John 1:1-14; Mark 10:45).
· Seventh-day Adventist education must be based on our understanding of God’s law. In fact, Ellen White talked about “the perpetuity of the law” which, of course, includes the teaching about the Sabbath. What happens to people when they reject God’s law?
· In rejecting the truth, men reject its Author. In trampling upon the law of God, they deny the authority of the Law-giver. It is as easy to make an idol of false doctrines and theories as to fashion an idol of wood or stone. By misrepresenting the attributes of God, Satan leads men to conceive of Him in a false carácter… EllenG.White, The Great Controversy 583.1.
· “But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universo…” —Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 68.2-69.0.
· “ The true object of education is to restore the image of God in the soul.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 595.2
· We are called to share this “everlasting Gospel” with others. The Gospel is closely related to the Creation (Revelation 14:6-7).

· God’s Plan of Redemption was conceived before Creation. It includes the death and resurrection of Jesus, and the blessed hope of His Second Coming (1 Peter 1:18-20; 
Titus 2:13).
E  The Law of God.

· There is no absolute morality for the atheistic worldview. Therefore, moral decisions are relative.

· However, the Bible introduces an absolute, unchangeable, eternal, and obligatory moral law that applies to all human beings: The Law of God (Exodus 20:3-17; Psalm 119:142).
· This Law is based on loving and respecting God and our neighbor (Mark 12:29-31). It’s the moral code that shows us what is good before God’s eyes.
· So, what should we conclude? There are at least two reasons why the Christian worldview is higher than any other worldview: 
a. We are creatures who are sons and daughters of God. Therefore, we should follow His guidance and not someone else’s. 
b. We have not only been created by God but also He has a plan to redeem us and restore us to Edenic living, first in heaven, then, back on this earth. Is that not a good enough reason to follow His plan for our lives?
God Bless You!!!

· Discussion Question: “ The true object of education is to restore the image of God in the soul.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 595.2
What does this mean? Does it show us why Adventist education must be so different from much of how the world itself views education? 
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