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Lesson – 6 (Qtr – 4, 2020) More Lessons from the Master Teacher
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Scripture Texts:- Genesis 3:1-11; 28:10-17; Romans 5:11-19; John 1:1-14; Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 10:46-52.
Introduction:- Have you ever done something wrong for which you were ashamed? Yes, of course! The Scripture tell us that we all are sinners (Romans 3:23) because the first sin was committed by our ancestors Adam and Eve. 

 Eve trusted the serpent, ate the fruit, gave it to her husband who also ate it; and they both realized that they had lost the covering of light that had been around them. Then, they were embarrassed when God came looking for them. 
Do we always recognize God’s presence with us? When we are tempted to sin, do we ever wish we could hide from God’s presence? That is the universal problem of sin and guilt. But, fortunately, we know that Jesus is the answer. 
A  Meeting the rebellious student.

· The result of Adam and Eve’s rebellion was not happiness but fear. They were afraid of the punishment and tried to hide from God’s presence.

· However, Jesus came to them and called them. Yes, a punishment was coming, but they’d have another chance because a ransom was going to be paid (Genesis 3:15).
· The same Teacher would paid for their rebellion (Romans 5:17).
B  Meeting the disheartened student. 
· Jacob was disheartened and lonely, and his future was uncertain. Then God came to him and encouraged him to stand strong during the years he’d spend in exile.
· Moses does not tell us the age of Jacob at the birth of Joseph, but he very neatly works it into the story (Genesis 41:46; 45:6; 47:9) so that by simple addition and subtraction we find it to be 91. We are expected to do the sum for ourselves.—(1984). Evangelical Review of Theology,* 8, 171. 
· How many times have you been disheartened because of your own sins?

· Many years later, Paul: ... beholds the ladder of Jacob’s vision, representing Christ, who has connected earth with heaven, and finite man with the infinite God. His faith is strengthened as he calls to mind how patriarchs and prophets have relied upon the One who is his support and consolation, and for whom he is giving his life.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 512.1. 
God comes to you as He did with Jacob. He assures you that you’ve been forgiven, He strengthens you, and He encourages you to walk with Him hand in hand (Isaiah 42:16).

C  Meeting the lost student.

· The Creator and divine Teacher came to rescue the lost—that is, all of us. He became one of us to do so (John 1:14).
· Matthew and Luke started their Gospels with the story of Jesus’s birth. Mark did not bother; he just jumped into the story. But, John was determined that we have to go back and recognize the truth. Thus, he introduced Jesus as ‘the Word’ in John 1:1-14. 
· Two thousand years ago, the God who had spoken to Adam and Eve as they walked in the cool of the evening and who appeared in a dream to Jacob, appeared as a Human Being. He lived that incredible life. When Jesus was about to begin His ministry, He traveled to the Jordan River near Jericho and asked to be baptized by John the Baptist, His predecessor. John had stirred up the entire nation, attracting people from all corners to hear his preaching. What do you think those people thought when seeing Jesus for the first time, John said: “‘Behold! The Lamb of God’”? 
· John—as a prophet—recognized Jesus as “the Lamb of God” and “the Son of God” in His first public appearance (John 1:29, 34). 
· Two of John’s disciples that heard those words began to follow Jesus. They called Him “Rabbi” because they had accepted Him as their teacher (John 1:37-38). 
· In Signs of the Times,* June 10, 1886, par. 9, Ellen White called Jesus, “The greatest teacher the world has ever seen.”
D  Meeting the despised student.

· After feeding the 5000 and then giving them that sermon about eating His flesh and drinking His blood, Jesus took His disciples out of Jewish territory, going northwest into the territory of Tyre and Sidon where God had directed Him to see that woman whose daughter was possessed with a demon. (See Matthew 15:21-28.) 
· In Sidon, Jesus met a student that was not part of His classroom. She was despised by the students of the Teacher. Even Jesus treated her with coldness.

· However, that student was also argumentative. She was bold and brought arguments to the table to fight back Jesus’ reasoning.
· This woman belonged to the ancient group known as the Canaanites. These were the people who were supposed to have been driven out or destroyed by the children of Israel under Joshua 1400 years earlier. This area of Tyre and Sidon mostly contained Greekspeaking city dwellers. They looked down on the Jewish farmers from whom they purchased most of their food; in return, the Jews looked down on the Greek-speaking city dwellers! 
· The woman convinced the Teacher and got what she needed. Jesus likes His students—us—to express their doubts or complaints.

· This way we’ll let Him solve our problems, heal our wounds, and lead us to the path of eternal life.

E  Meeting the advanced student.

· The students that had studied the Scriptures the most were better prepared to accept Jesus’ teachings. However, they decided to reject Him because they were spiritually blind (John 9:40-41).
· Even the students who lived closer to Jesus seemed to suffer spiritual shortsightedness, because they couldn’t fully understand His teachings (Mark 8:17-21). 
· As they were leaving Jericho, blind Bartimaeus heard the crowd going by and learned that Jesus was among them. He shouted: “Jesus! Son of David! Take pity on me!” (Mark 10:47, Luke 18:38).  
· Nevertheless, Bartimaeus was physically blind but had great spiritual sight. He saw Jesus as the promised Messiah very clearly. He was an advanced student.

· Some students need “spiritual milk.” Other students are more advanced and can have “solid food.” (Hebrews 5:12-14)

· The more time we spend with Jesus, the better we’ll understand His teachings. 
· It is thought that the book of Hebrews was written by Paul, probably with the assistance of Luke, writing to a group of young men who were training to be missionaries to carry the gospel to the world. And why do you think they were so slow in learning the truth? 
· There is no question about the fact that God is waiting for us! 
· So, how can we make the message of Jesus compelling enough to arouse people’s excitement and attention? There is an enormous variety of people in our world in terms of education, language, culture, and habits. Paul helps us to realize that God knows that; but, all of us are Christ’s body, and each one is a part of it. (1 Cor. 12:27). 
· One way to improve the quality of our witness is to practice teaching others. Are we prepared to do that? 
God Bless You!!!
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