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Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 4, Nov. 14, 2020) Worship in Education 

Scripture Texts:- Daniel 3; Revelation 14:6-12; Psalm 78:1-17; John 4:7-26; 1 Chronicles 16:1-36; Mark 7:1-13.
Introduction: - We all agree that everyone worships something. What do we mean by worship? Worship is an English word which comes from the idea of being “worth it.” [Middle English worshipe worthiness, respect, reverence paid to a divine being, from Old English weorth scipe worthiness, respect, from weorth worthy, worth + -scipe -ship] before 12th century—Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary.* (Eleventh ed.). Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc
Let us dive into our study and learn more! 

A  Reasons to worship.

· God put a desire for eternity in our hearts (Ecclesiastes 3:11), and He also put a desire for worship. What we consider to be of the most value in our lives is what we worship. So, what is most valuable in your life? Is it your bank account? Your house? Your God? Your family? Your car? Your job? Or your life? 
· Nowadays, people worship strange things like: money, power, athletes, singers, politicians, spiritual leaders, themselves…
· This is because today, values have been twisted and distorted by selfishness and sin.
· The story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego in Daniel 3 is a good example of how God cares for a correct worship: “You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.” (Luke 4:8)
B  Worship in education.

· In Jeremiah’s day as the city of Jerusalem was about to be destroyed by the Babylonian invaders, people began to think that God would not allow the temple built by Solomon to be destroyed. So, the theme was: “We are safe! This is the LORD’s temple.” 
· Jeremiah 7:4: “Stop believing those deceitful words, ‘We are safe! This is the LORD’s Temple, this is the LORD’s Temple, this is the LORD’s Temple!’”—Good News Bible.*
· So, what should be the role of explaining worship in Christian education? Why do we worship things? It seems that we were designed with a desire to value certain things and, in a sense, to worship them. Among other things, human beings have worshiped other humans, idols, money, buildings, power, and government. Do we have any “idols”? 
· Ellen G. White plainly writes, “The present age is one of idolatry, as verily as was that in which Elijah lived. No outward shrine may be visible; there may be no image for the eye to rest upon; yet thousands are following after the gods of this world–after 
riches, fame, pleasure, and the pleasing fables that permit man to follow the inclinations of the unregenerate heart. Multitudes have a wrong conception of God and His attributes, and are as truly serving a false god as were the worshipers of Baal. Many even of those who claim to be Christians have allied themselves with influences that are unalterably opposed to God and His truth. Thus they are led to turn away from the divine and to exalt the human.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings* 177.1. †
· We should not forget that we become like whatever we worship. 
· God gave the people of Israel a special book to teach them how to worship; the Psalms. The Hebrew word for the Psalms was Tehillîm which means “songs of praise.” And, certainly, that should be one of the main themes for worshiping the Lord.
· We are to teach our children–the next generation–to uphold and observe His laws and His commandments. We are to teach them to put their trust in God and to keep the covenant which God has made with His children. The children of Israel were supposed to review all the things that God had done for them in rescuing them from Egyptian slavery. Surely, that should have been adequate reason to worship the true God.
· Psalm 78 is a good example:

· How to worship: By singing this in praise.

· Reasons to worship: So that the next generations may know God and praise Him.

· What worship brings: Trust in God; obedience to His Commandments; avoidance of rebelliousness; faithfulness; keeping the covenant; remaining connected to God.
· If one were to review our church’s history by reading the Testimonies for the Church, or the Biography of Ellen White, or the Review and Herald articles, s/he would see what an enormous impact worship of God has had on our church throughout history.
· So, why do we worship God? What has He done for us? What do we owe to Him? Everything! He created us, He gives us life, and He wants to save us! 
(Acts 17:25,28)
C  How to worship.

· People have worshiped many different things down through the generations. 
· In His conversation with the Samaritan woman, Jesus mentioned two main and necessary ways to worship God:

· In spirit: Our worship is a result of our love for God and a personal experience with Him. It’s the fruit of the Holy Spirit’s work (Ephesians 2:18).
· In truth: Properly knowing God and what He wants from us (John 4:22).
· In order to worship God “in truth,” we must have a correct knowledge: (1) Of Him, (2) of who He is, (3) of the history of Jesus Christ on this earth, and (4) of how that should impact our lives on a day-by-day basis. So, the correct doctrine or teaching is very important. 
· To some people, worshiping God in spirit leads to a shallow sentimentalism with a lot of emotion exhibited. 
· By contrast, those who claim to worship God in truth without any Spirit may end up with a formal legalism.
· True worship is a result of knowing and obeying God and studying the truths that have been revealed about Him.

D  The contents of our worship. 

The story of “the ark,” or “the ark of the covenant,” or “the covenant box” as some translations call it, is an interesting one. Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phineas, felt that by taking the covenant box with them into war, God would be forced to help them defeat their enemies, the Philistines. The result was that the Philistines fought harder and not only conquered the Israelites but also captured the ark of the covenant and took it back to Philistine territory. They put it in one of their temples; every night, their god fell off its pedestal and, finally, broke! They transferred the ark to different cities; every city that received it, had some kind of serious problem. So, they decided they needed to get rid of the ark. They put it on a new cart that was pulled by two cows which had recently had calves. They said that if this ark was supposed to go back to Israel, so be it. But, if these cows stayed with their calves, they would know it was not true. 
As we know, the cows went straight to Israel. The first place the cows stopped was in Israelite territory at Beth Shemesh; plagues fell on the people there as well because they tried to look into the covenant box. Later, the people from Kiriath Jearim carried the ark back to their village and treated it respectfully. It stayed with them for more than 20 years. See 1 Samuel 4:1-7:2.
When David became king, he decided that he needed the ark back at the capital city of Jerusalem which he had recently conquered. At first, he tried to take it with a military escort on a cart. That was his style! When the cart jolted, Uzzah tried to stabilize the covenant box and was struck dead. Uzzah should have known better! Then, David asked the Levites to study the correct handling of the ark and realized it was not supposed to be carried on a cart but rather was to be carried on the shoulders of human beings. They took it to Jerusalem–this time, following the directions of God. (See Numbers 7:9.)
· One of the more joyful scenes of worship is found in 1 Chronicles 16. We read what happened in 1 Chronicles 16:1-36. There was great rejoicing. David was joyfully dancing before the ark and giving food to the people!

· David found the greatest reason for joy in worshipping God in His Sanctuary (Psalm 84:2).
· The Sanctuary contains the true reason of our worship. The plan of Salvation is prefigured in every inch of it.

· We are a holy people that worships a Holy God (1 Peter 2:9). The sacrifice of Christ makes this holiness possible. This is the main contents of our worship, meditating in God’s redeeming love.
E  False worship. - As we have studied in previous lessons, the basic problem with false worship starts in our own “hearts” or minds.
· Worship is not a petty matter. Worship will divide the world in two sides before the Second Coming of Jesus: those who will worship God as He wants us to, and those who will not (Revelation 13).
· In order to be sure that we are worshiping the God that is presented in Scripture, we must be careful in deciding how to worship God. It is so easy to set up our own version of God which may be quite different from what the Bible presents. 
· Obviously, God accepts every sincere worship as long as the worshipper offers it according to their knowledge (Acts 10:34-35).
· However, God is worthy of the best worship we can offer. Therefore, it’s important to never stop learning about true worship.
· Any misrepresentation of the truth about God is a distortion and will impact our worship. Remember that God’s ways are not our ways. (Isaiah 55:8-9)
God Bless You!!!
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