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Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 4, 2020) The Church and Education

Scripture Texts:- Jeremiah 29:13; 1 Thessalonians 2:6-8; Luke 4:18-23; 10:30-37; Matthew 5:14-16; Matthew 7:7
Introduction:- What is the role of the church in education? 
From the very beginning of the Christian church when gatherings were in private homes and even in the temple courtyard in Jerusalem, the purpose of those church gatherings and assemblies was to welcome and embrace and educate new church members in faith. It was a place where serious and relevant discussions could take place and people could grow in their knowledge of God and their faith in Him. What is faith and how is it developed? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

A biblical definition of faith stated so well so many times by one of God’s best modern friends, Dr. A. Graham Maxwell, is as follows: 
Faith is just a word we use to describe a relationship with God as with a Person well-known. The better we know Him, the better the relationship may be. [We cannot say, “will be” because we remember the story of Lucifer!] 
Faith implies an attitude toward God of love, trust, and deepest admiration. It means having enough confidence in God based on the more-than-adequate evidence revealed to be willing to believe what He says as soon as we are sure He is the One saying it, to accept what He offers as soon as we are sure He is the One offering it, and to do what He wishes as soon as we are sure He is the One wishing it, without reservation, for the rest of eternity. Anyone who has such faith would be perfectly safe to save. This is why faith is the only requirement for heaven. 
Faith also means that, like Abraham, [Genesis 18:22-33] Job, [Job 42:7- 8] and Moses, [Exodus 32:5-14; Numbers 14:11-25] God’s friends, we know God well enough to reverently ask Him, “Why?” Would we dare to ask Him why He allowed sin? [ Bible texts in brackets are added.]

A  Seeing as Jesus does.

· Jesus sees the needs in the people around us, and He encourages us to help them.
· People flocked to Jesus to be healed; but, they also flocked to Him because He did not speak as the scribes and Pharisees did. He used simple stories to illustrate spiritual truths.
· The church has been blessed with great doctrinal truths that help us to better understand the promises and will of God. However, just knowing those truths is not enough to treat others kindly and without any prejudice.

· Seeing as Jesus does involve fixing our eyes on the Cross and not on ourselves. This perspective will help us to see the value that God sees in every human being.
· In the story of the good Samaritan, Christ illustrates the nature of true religion. He shows that it consists not in systems, creeds, or rites, but in the performance of loving deeds, in bringing the greatest good to others, ingenuine goodness.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 497.1
B  Living as Jesus taught us to.

· We live in a world that has been obscured by sin, moral decline, and spiritual darkness. The mission of the church is to bring light and hope to every corner of the world. 

· Matthew 5:14-16: 14 “You are like light for the whole world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15No one lights a lamp and puts it under a bowl; instead he puts it on the lampstand, where it gives light for everyone in the house. 16 In the same way your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.”
· How should the members of the body of Christ be in order to reflect God’s kindness like an effective light (see Matthew 5:3-12)?

C  Caring as Jesus did.

· The mission of Jesus–which is outlined in Luke 4:18-19–consisted of caring for the poor, helping the heartbroken, healing the sick, and liberating the captives from sin.

· We are called to follow His example and to love each other. We are also called to put that love into practice, caring for others and providing for their physical and spiritual needs to the best of our ability.

· We are disciples of the Teacher, and we should constantly show the same empathy He showed, always working for their salvation.
· “The Saviour’s commission to the disciples included all the believers. It includes all believers to the end of time. It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of saving souls depends alone on the ordained minister. All to whom the heavenly inspiration has come are put in trust with the gospel. All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to work for the salvation of their fellow men. For this work the church was established, and all who take upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby pledged to be co-workers with Christ.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 822.2
D  Seeking the truth which is Jesus.

· God created us with an innate sense of curiosity, and an insatiable desire for learning more. “The eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” (Ecclesiastes 1:8; 3:11)
· For those who have had an opportunity to get a good education, it should be apparent that the more we learn, the more we realize how complex our world is.
· And what about Christians? What should we know about the search for truth and answers to our questions?
· Jeremiah 29:13 “‘You will seek me, and you will find me because you will seek me with all your heart.’”—Good News Bible.*
· Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you.”
· We seek answers to the most transcendental questions.

· There’s no better source of information to answer these questions than He who is the absolute truth (John 14:6).
· Christian education involves leading people to the truth by looking for answers in the Bible, the book that contains the truth that Jesus shared.
· A careful look at the most outstanding people in the Old Testament and the New Testament will reveal that those were people who did not hesitate to ask questions. Theywere constantly seeking more and better answers. For example, look at the whole book of Habakkuk. Also consider: 
· Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has set the right time for everything. He has given us a desire to know the future, but never gives us the satisfaction of fully understanding what he does.
E  Sharing Jesus.

· The first Christians gathered in small groups at home.We do not know exactly what kind of schools were built up around Christian ideals; but, certainly, the small Christian groups must have been the place where the young people got their information.
· Romans 12:2- “Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is good and is pleasing to him and is perfect”.
· Christians shared their faith, grew together in the truth, and put the Gospel into practice in those groups. Those were open groups, and they were eager to share the truth with whoever was willing to accept it.

· The purpose of every church is to share Jesus, no matter its size. Every church is an educational center where everyone can learn and teach about Jesus.
· How can we reach out to the people around us–our neighbors, our associates at work, and others?
· Remember that Matthew 28:19 (NKJV*) tells us: “‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.’” The church has been called a hospital for the spiritually hurting. Some people want the church to be a kind of university for those in ignorance and spiritual darkness. But, a hospital and a university taken together would be a good place for disciples in the 21 st century. Do we study our Bible seriously on a regular basis? Do our Sabbath school classes lead us to ask questions and to think of what we really believe? Or Is our Sabbath School lesson like a sermon? 
God Bless You!!!
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