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Lesson – 5 (Qtr. – 1, 2021) Noble Prince of Peace

Scripture Texts: Isaiah 9-12
Introduction: Peace is an elusive dream for the human race. It has been estimated that since the beginning of recorded history the world has been entirely at peace only about 8 percent of the time. During these years, at least 8,000 treaties have been broken. During the half century following the end of World War I, which was supposed to be the war to end all wars, there were two minutes of peace for every year of war. —Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* for Sabbath, January 23.
In order to understand the meaning of peace and its reference in these few chapters from the book of Isaiah, we must understand something of the conditions of Judah and Israel in the days of Isaiah.

Isaiah 8:21-22, “The people will wander through the land, discouraged and hungry. In their hunger and their anger, they will curse their king and their God. They may look up to the sky or stare at the ground, but they will see nothing but trouble and darkness, terrifying darkness into which they are being driven. —American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation* (2nd ed., Isaiah 8:21-22). New York: American Bible Society

People had turned away from God so far that they were sacrificing their own children to pagan deities. They were trying to communicate with the dead through occult practices. King Ahaz took much of the gold and silver out of Solomon’s Temple to try to pay Tiglath-Pilezer III of Nineveh/Assyria to get him to attack Syria and Israel so that those nations would not attack Judah!

Question: What kind of a message do you think God would try to send to Isaiah in that situation? Let’s dive into our study and learn more! 
A 
The Light of Galilee. Isaiah 9:1-5.
“There will be no way for them to escape from this time of trouble. The land of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali was once disgraced, but the future will bring honour to this region, from the Mediterranean eastwards to the land on the other side of the Jordan, and even to Galilee itself, where the foreigners live…

What an incredible contrast between those last few verses of Isaiah 8 and these first verses of Isaiah 9. In fact, the chapters from Isaiah 8:21 through Isaiah 12 go back-and-forth between terrible disasters with God “punishing” His people to marvelous hopes for a future restoration.

How do you suppose these messages were received by the people of Jerusalem at that time? 
Why do you think that Isaiah 9:1 starts out by mentioning the tribes of Zebulun and Naftali? 

In response to Ahaz’s request for aid, Tiglath-pileser III attacked Israel and took the regions of Naphtali, Zebulun, and Transjordan. Later, Salmanazar V conquered the rest of Israel's territories and deported the remaining population.


This land was the first to be conquered and filled with the darkness of paganism (Isaiah 8:22). It would also be the first to see the light that the Messiah was bringing.


Jesus spent most of His time during His public ministry in this region by the Sea of Galilee (see Matthew 4:12-17). He became the ‘light’ of that region. 
B 
The Child made Gift. Isaiah 9:6-7.
The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 had a dual application: One in the days of Isaiah; the other, the birth of Jesus. But, clearly, the prophecy in Isaiah 9:6-7 cannot refer to anyone except the Baby born to a virgin in Bethlehem. As we read through Isaiah 9&10, we note that this brief notice about a Baby comes in the midst of terrible punishments falling upon the disobeying Judeans.
Had other Old Testament prophets said anything about this Messiah to come? Notice this very interesting passage from The Desire of Ages. This is the story of the people, rejoicing as Jesus made that triumphal entry into Jerusalem five days before His crucifixion!

As they question, “Who is this?” the disciples, filled with the spirit of inspiration,

answer this question. In eloquent strains they repeat the prophecies concerning

Christ:

Adam will tell you, It is the seed of the woman that shall bruise the serpent’s

head. [Genesis 3:15]

Ask Abraham, he will tell you, It is “Melchizedek King of Salem,” King of Peace.

Genesis 14:18.

Jacob will tell you, He is Shiloh of the tribe of Judah. [Genesis 49:10]

Isaiah will tell you, “Immanuel,” “Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 7:14; 9:6.

Jeremiah will tell you, The Branch of David, “the Lord our Righteousness.” Jeremiah 23:6.

Daniel will tell you, He is the Messiah. [Daniel 9:25-26]

Hosea will tell you, He is “the Lord God of hosts; the Lord is His memorial.” Hosea 12:5.

John the Baptist will tell you, He is “the Lamb of God, which taketh away the

sin of the world.” John 1:29.

The great Jehovah has proclaimed from His throne, “This is My beloved Son.”

Matthew 3:17.

We, His disciples, declare, This is Jesus, the Messiah, the Prince of life, the

Redeemer of the world.

And the prince of the powers of darkness acknowledges Him, saying, “I know

Thee who Thou art, the Holy One of God.” Mark 1:24. —Ellen G. White, The

Desire of Ages* 578.2-579.6

This foretold Child could only be the Messiah, Jesus:

—
Wonderful Counselor: A wise adviser that leads properly. It's the same name that the Angel of the Lord (Jesus Himself) used when visiting the parents of Samson (Judges 13:18)

—
Mighty God: He is God Incarnate, the powerful and brave hero (John, 1:1; 1 John 5:20)

—
Everlasting Father: Jesus is eternal, and He's the Father of all humankind, because He created humans and their world (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16; 2 Peter 3:18)

—
Prince of Peace: Jesus is the righteous King that came to Earth to bring peace (Revelation 17:14; John 14:27; John 16:33) 

While Isaiah 9:1-7 is a marvelous promise of a future Messiah to come, the rest of the chapter is very scary. 
How are we to understand the wrath of God as described in Isaiah 9:8-10:2?

C 
The Rod of punishment. Isaiah 9:8-10:34. 
While people were boasting of how they would strengthen fortifications and build stronger walls, “everywhere in the country people snatch and eat any bit of food they can find, but their hunger is never satisfied. They even eat their own children!” (Isaiah 9:20, GNB*) God went on to describe how awful things were and what was going to happen. In Isaiah 10 God through Isaiah warned the people of Judah that after Assyria had conquered Syria and Israel, Assyria would attack Judah as well.

God had to punish His people with a rod because of their wickedness (Isaiah 9:4). This means that He let them suffer difficulties so they would repent of their sins and come back to Him.


If the people had repented, the difficulties would have stopped (see Leviticus 26:14-39).


God, in His wisdom, allows the consequences of our disobedience when they can make us reflect and come back to Him.

D 
The Stem of Jesse. Isaiah 11.
God promised that a faithful few would survive and come back and that Assyria would be punished. How would you compare those “punishments” as spelled out in Isaiah with what was prophesied in Leviticus 26:14-39?


The “stem of Jesse” represents the idea that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (son of Jesse). This is why Jesus called Himself “the Root and the Offspring of David” (Revelation 22:16). “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”—The Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. * (1989). (Revelation 22:16). Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers.

One of the main goals of Jesus was to put an end to sin, apostasy, and rebellion, as well as establishing an everlasting peace. This began with His ministry, death, resurrection, and enthronement. However, it has not finished yet.


We’re still waiting for the prophecy in Isaiah 11:7-8 to be fulfilled. Isaiah 11 goes on to say that God’s exiled people will actually be able to return. He spelled it out in some detail. They would even conquer their enemies on both sides, east and west.
E 
The Savior. Isaiah 12. 
This is a short psalm. It is a song of praise because of God’s deliverance. It should be compared with Revelation 15:2-4.
Jesus Christ has not only dealt with sin and provided us salvation, but also He has broken down the wall or barrier between Jews and Gentiles, between the circumcised and the uncircumcised, and eliminated the reasons for keeping them enemies.


Isaiah 12 is a song that Isaiah sang to praise his [and our] Savior. He encouraged us to “make known among the nations what he has done” (v. 4 NIV), recalling the song of victory that Moses sang after crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 15).


There is a song of victory in Revelation 15 too. In that case, the 144,000 sing a remarkably similar song.


Jesus is the only source of salvation. He will be our song very soon, when we’ll sing together “the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb.” (Revelation 15:3)
God Bless You!!!
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