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Lesson – 6 (Qtr. – 1, 2021) Playing God

Scripture Texts: Isaiah 13; 14; 24-27.

Introduction: It is beyond our comprehension to learn that pride and sin began in the heart of a mighty angel in heaven as he was standing next to the throne of God. He began to think proud and rebellious thoughts which, eventually, led to the great controversy and will lead to the destruction of millions of people in our world. 
But then, it is also very interesting to learn that the greatest example of humility and an antidote to sin also came from the very heart of heaven who became our only safety in turning us away from following Lucifer/Satan. His name is Jesus! He died for us and died to show us the stark contrast between evil with its consequences and good with its results. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 

A        Doom of the nations. Isaiah 13-23.
Isaiah covers a large portion of Israel’s history and God’s predictions regarding the futures of a group of pagan and idolatrous nations surrounding Judah and Jerusalem. In this lesson we will review a lot of ancient history that will help us to understand some of the reasons why God blessed certain groups and why He allowed other groups to go into oblivion. 

God condemned the nations that were or would be in contact with His people: 
—
Babylon (Is. 13:1-14:23; 21:1-17); Assyria (Is. 14:24-27); Philistia (Is. 14:28-32); Moab (Is. 15:1-6:14); Syria (Is. 17:1-14); Ethiopia (Is. 18:1-7); Egypt (Is. 19:1-20:6); Jerusalem (Is. 22:1-25); Tyre (Is. 23:1-18).


Some of them got a hopeful message that punishment would be alleviated (Is. 19:16-25). Others would suffer all the consequences of their acts.

B 
The fate of Babylon is foretold. Isaiah 13.
Sometime later in Isaiah 13, Isaiah began to write about Babylon. While we have no way to date the writing of Isaiah 13 exactly, it is possible that this followed the experience of Hezekiah with the Babylonian emissaries as recorded in 2 Kings 20. At that time, Babylon was a far-off nation with little power. But, with His ability to see the future, God revealed that Babylon would, one day, be the superpower and a terrible threat to the people of Judah. Judah would “howl in pain.” (Isa. 13:10)

No human power could have that effect on heavenly bodies. This should remind us that God is the One who is in charge and can use even the heavenly bodies as signs of what He is planning to do. Isaiah went on to describe shaking heavens and earth. (Isaiah 13:13)


Isaiah explained the future fall of Babylon by comparing it to the Second Coming (v. 9-11), like Jesus did when He foretold the destruction of Jerusalem and mixed it with events of the Second Coming.


God was in control of those events, but He let the men involved do their own will (v. 15-18).


Babylon became one of the capital cities of the Medo-Persian Empire. When Alexander the Great entered Babylon, it already was in a deteriorated state. It gradually sank into the oblivion and abandonment (v. 20). 
In many places in our lesson for this week, the language speaks of God in His anger, reaching out and destroying nations and peoples. Could a God of love actually do that? We need to remember that the God of the Old Testament was Jesus! (1 Corinthians 10:1-4; John 5:39; Luke 24:44) So, let us rephrase our question: Would Jesus actually destroy nations? Does this say anything to us about sin and its results? What is the relationship between sin and God’s wrath or anger? We need to remember that God’s wrath is simply His turning away in loving disappointment from those who do not want Him anyway, thus leaving them to the inevitable and awful consequences of their own rebellious choices.

C 
The Star that wanted to become God. Isaiah 14:12-14.
In several places in these chapters, we notice that the terrible judgments that fall on some of these nations are referred to as the day of the Lord. (Isaiah 13:6,9) More than that, God’s anger is so powerful that it has effects on the stars, sun, moon, heavens, and earth. (Isaiah 13:10,13) Even in our day, terrible disasters are referred to as “acts of God.”

The king of Babylon is described as proud and self-sufficient. Many Babylonian kings were like this (see Daniel 2:5; 3:7; 4:30; 5:2). 
Right in the middle of chapter 14 of Isaiah, we read these incredible words: Isaiah 14:12-15: “King of Babylonia, bright morning star, you have fallen from heaven! In the past you conquered nations, but now you have been thrown to the ground.

You were determined to climb up to heaven and to place your throne above the highest stars. You thought you would sit like a king on that mountain in the north where the gods assemble. You said you would climb to the tops of the clouds and be like the Almighty. But instead, you have been brought down to the deepest part of the world of the dead.”


However, this section of Isaiah is quite poetic and allegorical. It is showing the actual root of the problem, the true king of Babylon: Lucifer, “that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan.” (Revelation 12:9)


Lucifer wanted to be “like the Most High,” (v. 14) and stated: “I am a god.” (Eze. 28:2). His attitude contrasts God's because God “humbled Himself” (Phil. 2:8). 
To understand more about the kings of Babylon, we need to turn to the book of Daniel. Daniel 3-5 repeatedly talk about the self-esteem and bragging of the king of Babylon. 

The proud statements about the king of Babylon should be placed in parallel with another statement about the king of Tyre as written in Ezekiel 28. 

D 
The end of Babylon. Isaiah 14:15-23.


The fate of this "king" of Babylon is foretold in Isa. 14:18-20. Destruction and everlasting oblivion. The fate of those who humbly serve God will be very different.


Nevertheless, Babylon has not disappeared yet. It is still working through proud and ruthless powers that oppress God's people (see Revelation 17).


Babylon means “confusion,” but it could also mean “Gate of gods” in Chaldean language. It is the wide gate that leads to destruction, an attempt to achieve salvation on one's own merit.


The Bible encourages us to choose the “Gate of Heaven”, Bethel. Those who follow Jesus and accept Him as their personal Savior by faith will enter this gate.

E 
Final triumph. Isaiah 24-27.
We will now jump to Isaiah 24-27. The intervening chapters are a list of curses against the pagan and idolatrous nations in the Middle East in Isaiah’s day. 


God will put an end to this world, and He will tell some people: “Your dead shall live; together with my dead body they shall arise.” And He will tell the rest of the people: “They are dead, they will not live; they are deceased, they will not rise.” (Isaiah 26:19, 14)

The day God will come to set His people free, the redeemed will express their triumphal joy: “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us.” Then “He will swallow up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces.” (Isaiah 25:8-9)


Before God ends "His unusual act" and renews the Earth, it will remain ravaged for some time (Isaiah 24; Revelation 20; Isaiah 28:21). 
So, what was the relationship between the fact that Israel was still worshiping pagan gods and God’s blessings or curses against it? God cannot bless those who continue to rebel. 

In our study, we have noted that the king of Babylon and the king of Tyre were both described in terms that could only apply to Satan who is/was actually the power behind them. Now we have seen that the future things that Isaiah prophesied in these chapters will take place only after the thousand years of the millennium described in Revelation 20. Just as Babylon fell in ancient times and never amounted to anything since then, all traces of evil will be destroyed, never to return.

In Isaiah 24-27, we see that those who are on God’s side will ultimately triumph while those who are opposed to God will ultimately be destroyed. So, how can we protect ourselves?
Proverbs 3:5-7 – Trust in the LORD with all your heart…

Romans 10:9: If you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe that God raised him from death, you will be saved. 
What have you learned from this lesson? Three points should be discovered: 

(1) Judgment comes by God’s initiative. (Isaiah 13:3)

(2) God’s judgment is imminent. 

(3) The good will be rewarded with eternal life in God’s presence while the wicked will be left to suffer. 

God Bless You!!!
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