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Comfort My People


Lesson – 8 (Qtr. – 1, 20210 Comfort My People

Scripture Texts: Isaiah 40 
Introduction: Isaiah 39 forms a kind of transition chapter. It talks about Hezekiah, showing his wealth to the Babylonians and God telling him through Isaiah that, one day, the Babylonians would come and take all that wealth and take the people of Judah into captivity. But, for the time being, the threats that had faced Judah from almost all sides were exhausted. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A 
Comfort. Isaiah 40:1-2.


Chapters 1 to 39 of Isaiah cover events in the history of Israel during the prophet's life (and some predictions about the future of the nations around them).


From chapter 40 on, the message is focused on the future. It revolves around two main events: (1) The Babylonian exile and the return of the remnant, and (2) the coming of the Messiah.


According to Isaiah 40:1-2, God will forgive His people, and He will comfort them. 
It is not clear exactly what God had in mind when He said that their time of punishment was completed. Babylon had not yet taken them into captivity. But the downfall of Babylon was predicted in Isaiah 13, 14, and 21. Such a prophecy, of course, would be impossible if not even God could know/predict the future. 

We need to remember that as recorded in Isaiah 39, those emissaries from Babylonia, a distant and downtrodden kingdom in Isaiah’s day, came to Judah to visit King Hezekiah after the sundial was turned back ten degrees. 
Later, Isaiah said to Hezekiah in Isaiah 39:6-7, “A time is coming when everything in your palace, everything that your ancestors have stored up to this day, will be carried off to Babylonia. Nothing will be left. Some of your own direct descendants will be taken away and made eunuchs to serve in the palace of the king of Babylonia.”—Good News Bible. [They carried off the wealth that had been collected by David!]

B 
Preparation. Isaiah 40:3-8.


How will God comfort His people? There are two "voices" that explain it:

—
Isaiah 40:3-5. Preparing the way for the presence of God being fully manifested in our lives.

—
Isaiah 40:6-8. Through the Word of God that “stands forever.”
God had formed a covenant with His chosen people way back at Mount Sinai, promising them that He would be with them and that His Word would bless them. At the time of Isaiah, God, once again, encouraged them to reestablish that covenant. 

Unfortunately, we, living so many centuries later, know that the children of Israel did not reestablish that covenant with God. About 100 years later in the days of Ezekiel, God finally abandoned Jerusalem and His temple, and He departed. (See Ezekiel 9-11.)

Isaiah spoke about preparing the road for the arrival of a new king. When a king announced that he was coming, it was expected that the roads and the buildings and everything would be prepared to show off for that king. While it would have been very difficult to prepare a good road from Babylon back to Jerusalem through the mountains and desert, etc., what God was really talking about was repairing the breach and the rough parts in the relationship between Himself and His people. The “roadwork” that God was talking about was repentance, willingness to turn away from sin, and reestablishing a relationship to bring comfort via God’s forgiveness and presence.


John the Baptist explained what we should do to prepare (Luke 3:2-8) repenting and rejecting sin, so we can receive the comfort of God's presence and forgiveness.

C 
Evangelism. Isaiah 40:9-11.


Once the way is prepared, “Zion” must introduce Christ to the world: “Behold your God!” 
What does this mean? It means that we must tell the others about God’s promises and about Jesus Second Coming! 

The message we should announce is based on the wonderful power of God, and His faculty to judge and reward (v. 10; see Revelation 14:6-7). 
The real good news is the truth about God’s character, His government, and how He runs the universe. It has always been true, and it always will be true.


The Gospel we should preach goes beyond this message. We should also announce that our Redeemer truly cares for us. He is a Shepherd who tenderly takes care of His sheep (v. 11; see John 10:11).

D 
Strength. Isaiah 40:12-18, 21-31.


Two facets of God's nature are introduced in chapter 40:

—
Powerful (v. 12-26). He is the Only One worthy of praise.

—
Merciful (v. 27-31). He strengthens those who trust Him.

In these verses, Isaiah began discussing God’s mercy and His love. Isaiah went on to describe God’s power and the facts that separate the true God from all imitations. He is the Creator. He can create out of nothing.


Isaiah used questions to glorify God's power (v. 12-14), as God did when talking to Job.


Isaiah explained that no one can compare to Him. God is never tired, and those who trust Him will never be.

E 
Worship. Isaiah 40:19-20.


Can we worship God Almighty through an image?


Israel represented God as a calf (Exodus 32:4; 1 Kings 12:28). However, God emphatically rejected worship through images (Deuteronomy 4:15-16; Exodus 20:4-5).


The Bible is clear about the uselessness of idols and those who worship them (Psalm 115:4-8). We may worship “something” through an image, but not God. “No one!” No one else in the universe comes even close to being able to be compared with our incomparable God.
And yet, the people were complaining as if God did not exist or that He was not aware of their problems! (See Isaiah 40:27.) That is exactly what Satan wants us to think. 

People were trying to produce imitations of powerful forces that they believed would bless them with crops and fertility. But, idolatry, in effect, is trying to substitute a useless piece of metal or wood which could not even stand up without being supported in the place of our unique, intimate relationship with God. (See Exodus 20:4-5; Isaiah 42:8.) This turning away from the true God to idolatry is referred to in the Bible as spiritual adultery.


Remember that an idol may not necessarily have a physical shape. “Anything that men love and trust in instead of loving the Lord and trusting wholly in Him becomes an idol.”  (E.G.W. 5T, cp. 26, p. 250)
And what happens to people who choose to worship idols instead of the true God?
Isaiah 41:29: “All these gods are useless; they can do nothing at all— these idols are weak and powerless.”—Good News Bible.
Ancient peoples believed that by worshiping these symbols of so-called powerful divine forces or beings, they would be blessed and their animals and crops would be fertile. But, God had made it very clear how they should relate to such things.
Deuteronomy 4:15-19 – “When the LORD spoke to you from the fire on Mount Sinai, you did not see any form. For your own good, then, make certain that you do not sin by making for yourselves an idol in any form at all–whether man or woman, animal or bird, reptile or fish. Do not be tempted to worship and serve what you see in the sky–the sun, the moon, and the stars. The LORD your God has given these to all other peoples for them to worship.”—Good News Bible.
Are we preparing His way? In our day, God is just waiting for us to spread the gospel to all parts of the world so that everyone has an opportunity to make an intelligent decision about whether or not they want to follow Him.

God Bless You!!!
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