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Lesson – 9 (Qtr. – 1, 2021) To Serve and to Save

Scripture Text: Isaiah 41; 42:1-7; 44:26-45:6; 49:1-2.
Introduction: From chapter 40 onwards, we begin the second portion of the Book of Isaiah, which has as its common theme the salvation and future blessing of God’s people. When you study on this section of the book, you have to work on several levels of significance or application, and you have to work on them in the proper order. 

First, you must interpret the passage as the author intended it to be understood. This means that your first consideration would be to think about how the message would fit the exiled community as they were being encouraged to leave Babylon and return to the land. The prophet was giving them a message they would need later when they were in exile.
The Jews had been taken into captivity in three waves, in 605 B.C., 597 B.C. and 586 B.C. when Jerusalem was destroyed. They knew that they were to be there for 70 years, and so toward the end of that exile they were to be prepared to leave. They did leave in 536 when Persia ruled the land. But a lot of the Jews did not go back to the land, but stayed in the east. As we said before, Isaiah did not know these dates, because he is writing beforehand. He probably thought his audience would be in exile, and he was giving them the message of comfort. 

Second, and related to the first, you must consider the impact of the message on the immediate audience. This is true of all prophetic passages, in the Old or New Testament. They may predict something far off in the future, but the immediate audience will learn some basic principle under that discussion that will build faith, reprove, or instruct.
Third, you must then consider how the passage would be understood in Gospel times. This step is usually important because the prophecy probably will have some Messianic import. Often the Messianic passage will have a meaning back in the Old Testament times that is but a type or a foreshadowing of the Christ event. 
Fourth, you then may look for the significance or application for the modern audience. Here you are looking for similar conditions to the original setting so that you can apply the theology in a similar way. In many cases in these chapters, we can think in terms of the anticipation of the second coming and the fulfillment of the promises, just as they were looking for divine intervention and the fulfillment. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
A 
A servant people. Isaiah 41
What message was sent to the surrounding nations in verse 1?
The coasts of lands around the Mediterranean Sea and the islands represent the nations. The Lord challenged the nations that refused to wait on Him to be silent in awe and then move to renew their strength (40:31). Meaning to collect their best arguments to plead their case before Him.

We see in this, that the people of the islands are to be quiet before the Lord. They have nothing worthwhile to say anyway. We all shall stand before Jesus and be judged. The renewing of the strength must be in the Lord. We will each have to account for ourselves in front of the Lord.

This servant undoubtedly represents the people of God (in that moment, Israel and Judah). 
“Thou, Israel, art my servant” is the first reference to the Servant of the Lord, here pictured as the believing remnant of Israel. The designation servant (ebed), means a slave or bondsman, yet in this context it has honorable connotations that indicate the close intimacy between master and servant. The term is used frequently throughout this section of Isaiah’s prophecy (42:19; 44:1-2; 45:4; 48:20), and reaches its greatest climax (in 52:13 - 53:12).

We might conclude that the next references to the servant in Isaiah also represent Israel.


However, the other mentions refer to an anonymous messiah who would free Israel and would die as a sacrifice (Isaiah 49:6-7; 52:13-53:12).


So there are two servants in Isaiah. The first one is the people of God who is saved and redeemed. The second one is anonymous, and He is the Redeeming Messiah.
B 
A servant Messiah. Isaiah 42:1-7


Who is this anonymous servant? What is His mission?

Straight away God says 'Behold My Servant' Who is this? This is actually the first mention in the book of Isaiah of several passages that describe the coming one who Isaiah calls 'the Servant'. And it starts in verse one with God's command to this failing world. God's command to His people and His overriding theme and purpose of the entire Bible is really summed up in this verse here. 'Behold My Servant whom I uphold'. As we go forth in the book of Isaiah and look at some of the other chapters that talk about the Servant what we shall see is that the Servant is the promised Messiah - the only one that can bring peace to the heart of man and peace to this world.
—
Isaiah 42:1. He brings justice to the Gentiles

—
Isaiah 42:2-4. He fulfills His goals with silence and meekness

—
Isaiah 42:5-6. He acts as a covenant between God and His people

—
Isaiah 42:7. He brings light and hope to heal the blindness and to free the prisoners


Therefore, this servant is the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth (Matthew 12:15-21).

C 
A liberator messiah. Isaiah 44:26-45:6


In Israel, two types of people were anointed: priests and kings (Exodus 28:41; 1 Kings 1:34). In addition, prophets were also anointed sometimes (1 Kings 19:16).

Chapter 44:1-28: Contains one of the most amazing prophecies in all of Scripture. (In verse 28), Cyrus, the king of Persia, is named as the coming deliverer of the Jews more than 140 years in advance. The structure of the poem (in verses 24-28), is arranged deliberately to end with a definite climax, which introduces Cyrus by name. A similar prediction can be found (in 1 Kings 13:2), where Josiah is named three hundred years ahead of his time.

Cyrus was anointed to fulfill only one of those roles. He is an anointed king called by God to carry out a specific mission: to free His people.


Both the Bible and archaeology confirm the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies about Cyrus (1 Chronicles 36:22-23; Ezra 1; Daniel 6:28).


Cyrus dried up the Euphrates to conquer the city of Babylon (Isaiah 44:27). He also authorized the return of the Jews to Jerusalem, and gave them everything they needed to rebuild the temple (Isaiah 44:28).

All this was foretold 150 years before It happened! This has led some people to deny that these chapters were written by Isaiah.


Nevertheless, the Dead Sea Scrolls confirm that the book of Isaiah has only one author: Isaiah, the prophet who lived in the 7th century BC and was inspired by God.

D 
A difficult mission for the servant. Isaiah 49:1-12


It is relatively easy to identify this servant:

—
v. 1: He was called from the womb. Lk. 1:31

“From the womb … the bowels of my mother”: The whole world, including Gentiles (“island,” “peoples from afar”) are called to recognize two significant points:

(1) The Messiah/Servant will be a human being, born as others are of a woman, yet virgin born (7:14; Luke 1:30-33); and

(2) He will be an individual as distinct from a personified group such as the nation of Israel, which has also been called the Lord’s servant.

—
v. 2: He has a sharp sword in His mouth. Rev. 1:16

The Word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword. Jesus is the Word of God. John 1:14 "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth."

—
v. 3: God would be glorified in Him. Lk. 3:22

—
v. 4: His message would not be accepted. Lk. 9:22

—
v. 5: He would gather the tribes of Israel. Jn. 12:32

—
v. 6: He would be a light to the Gentiles. Jn. 8:12; 9:5

—
v. 7: He would be despised and abhorred. Mt. 26:67

One final point needs to be seen very clearly in these verses. Clearly, we are beginning to see hints that the future life and mission of the Messiah would not be an easy one.

“Thus, Isaiah foresaw a  Servant with a real human nature, tested like we are and proving himself to be the author and perfecter of the way of faith, a real, personal faith that can still say my God when nothing any longer seems worthwhile.”—The

Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary (Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, 1993), p. 387.—[as quoted in Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* for Thursday, February 25]


Despite His difficult mission and the rejection, Jesus didn’t give up. Thanks to His perseverance, He can give us everlasting Redemption today.
We have seen that God’s nation–His people, His chosen ones–were delivered on more than one occasion: (1) They were delivered from Egyptian bondage. (2) In this lesson we find out they were delivered by a predicted future deliverer, Cyrus by name, who allowed them to return from Babylonian exile. (3) We also learn about an unnamed Servant whom we have previously identified as the true Messiah who would restore justice and bring us back to God.

In this lesson, we have briefly touched on three main topics: (1) The covenant relationship to God established and reestablished with His people; (2) The fact that God is known by different titles or different names which represent different aspects of His character; and (3) An introduction to the idea of Israel as God’s servant or messiah/anointed.

In the many ways in which God chooses to relate to His faithful children, He refers to Himself as our Redeemer, the Holy One, and He encourages us to be holy as He is holy. (Leviticus 19:2) This verse is repeated several times even in the New Testament.

What a blessing about having the supreme God of the universe, the King of kings and Lord of lords approaching His followers, including you and me, and asking us to be His friends?

God Bless You!!!
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