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Lesson – 2 (Qtr – 2, 2022) The Fall 
Scripture Texts: Genesis 3; 2 Cor. 11:3; Rev. 12:7-9; John 8:44; Rom. 16:20; Heb. 2:14; 1 Tim. 2:14, 15.
Memory Text: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel” (Genesis 3:15, NKJV).
Introduction - If the fall of man were to have occurred in our times, one can hardly conceive of the consequences. We would imagine that the American Civil Liberties Union would immediately file suit—against God and in defense of Eve and her husband, Adam. The suit would probably be pressed on the grounds of an illegal eviction. “And after all,” we would be told, “this alleged sinful act was performed in the privacy of the garden, and by two consenting adults.” But most of all we would be told that the crime (if indeed there was one) and the punishment were totally out of proportion. Could God really be serious in what this account claims to report? Because of a mere bite of some ‘forbidden fruit’ the man and woman are evicted and will suffer a lifetime of consequence? And more than this, that due to this one act the whole world and all mankind continue to suffer the evils about us?
Seriously, there may be some who reason this way, especially those who do not take the Bible seriously or literally and have little difficulty here as they simply call third chapter of Genesis as a myth. To them it is merely a symbolic story and the details of the fall present no problems for they are not fact, but fiction. 

But several serious questions do arise in connection with the account of man’s fall. Why, for example, must Adam assume primary responsibility when Eve is the principal character in the narrative? To put the question in more contemporary terms, why did Adam get the blame when Eve did all the talking?
Furthermore, giving a thought to the severity of the consequences of man’s partaking of the forbidden fruit, what was so evil about this sin that brought about such a harsh response from God? Let us dive into our study and learn more!
The structure of the first chapters of Genesis demands this description of man’s fall. In Genesis chapters 1 and 2 we read of a perfect creation which received God’s approval as being ‘good’ (cf. 1:10,12,18,21). In chapter 4 we find jealousy and murder. In the following chapters mankind goes from bad to worse. What happened? Genesis 3 answers this question.

· Genesis chapter 3 is vital because it explains the world and society as we observe it today. 
· It informs us of the strategies of Satan in tempting men. It explains the reason for the New Testament passages that restrict women from assuming leadership roles in the church. 
· It challenges us to consider whether or not we continue to ‘fall’ as Adam and Eve did.
· But beyond man’s sinfulness and the penalties it demands, there is the revelation of the grace of God. We call it hope - found in Genesis 3:15, called the protoevangelium, or “the first gospel promise.” He seeks out the sinner and provides him with a covering for sin. He promises a Savior through whom this whole tragic event will be turned into triumph and salvation.
The Serpent: - Who is the serpent, and how does he deceive Eve? The serpent suddenly appears in Genesis 3:1 without introduction. And is said to be one of God’s creatures, therefore, we must take this creature literally. 

The Scriptures identify the serpent as the enemy of God (Isa. 27:1) and explicitly call him “the Devil and Satan” (Rev. 12:9, NKJV). who is described as a dragon and serpent (2 Corinthians 11:3; Revelation 12:9; 20:2). Likewise, in the ancient Near East, the serpent personified the power of evil. 
Commenting on this Ellen G. White writes, “In order to accomplish his work unperceived, Satan chose to employ as his medium the serpent — a disguise well adapted for his purpose of deception. The serpent was then one of the wisest and most beautiful creatures on the earth. It had wings, and while flying through the air presented an appearance of dazzling brightness, having the color and brilliancy of burnished gold.” — Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 53.
Notice especially the approach which Satan takes here. He does not come as an atheist, or as one who would initially challenge Eve’s faith in God. The serpent does not present himself as an enemy of God. On the contrary, the serpent refers to God’s words, which he repeats and seems to support. (Matt. 4:6) 
Satan’s initial approach is to deceive, not deny; to cause doubts, not disobedience. Satan came to Eve as an inquirer. He deliberately distorted the command of God, but in such a way as to imply, “I may be wrong here, so correct me if I am mistaken.”
Ellen G. White writes, “Satan assumes the form of a serpent and enters Eden. …went from place to place through the air and ate fruit like man.” – The Story of Redemption, Ch. 4 p. 33
Question - How did he deceive her? He created doubt in her mind by asking “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 
Question - Who was speaking these words – the Serpent or Satan? “It was Satan that spoke, not the serpent. (Ibid, p. 33) And he offered with a dogmatic tone the denial of the truth which many are convinced with today. Satan’s fatal blow is recorded in verse 5: “For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). 
Many have tried to determine precisely what Satan is offering in verse 5. “Your eyes will be opened,” Satan assures them. In other words, they are living in a state of incompletion, of inadequacy. But once the fruit is eaten, they would enter into a new and higher level of existence: they would become “like God.” 

The Forbidden Fruit -  
Compare the words of God’s commandment to Adam with the serpent’s words to the woman. What are the differences between the speeches, and what is the meaning of these differences?
Genesis 2:16 (NKJV) “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

Genesis 3:4 (NKJV) “Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
Verse 6 - When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eye, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate (Gen. 3:6). 
Question - Is it possible that Eve was never alone with the serpent? Yes/No
“Eve, unconsciously at first, separated from her husband in her employment. 
When she became aware of the fact, she felt that there might be danger, but again she thought herself secure, even if she did not remain close by the side of her husband.” Ibid, p.33
If Adam were not present throughout the entire dialogue between the serpent and his wife, one can still conceive of how it may have happened. Eve independently could have eaten the fruit and then hastened to tell her husband of her experience. 
Question - What made them eat of the forbidden fruit? 
Satan’s attack concerns two issues, death and the knowledge of good and evil. While God forbade Adam to eat from the fruit (Gen. 2:17), Satan encouraged them to eat the fruit because by eating of it they would be like God (Gen. 3:5). 
Satan’s two arguments, immortality and being like God, convinced Eve to eat the fruit. These two temptations, that of being immortal and of being like God, are at the root of the idea of immortality in ancient Egyptian and Greek religions.
Hiding Before God - Verses 7 and 8 instruct us that sin has its consequences as well as its punishment. God has not yet prescribed any punishment for the sins of Adam and Eve, and yet the consequences of sin are inseparably felt and experienced with the crime by both. The consequences of sin mentioned here are shame and separation. 
The nakedness which Adam and Eve shared without guilt was now a source of shame. They were ashamed to face each other without clothing. Not only could they not face each other as they had before, but they dreaded facing God. When He came to have sweet fellowship with them, they hid themselves in fear.
Ellen G. White writes, “The covering of light about them soon disappeared, and under a sense of guilt and loss of their divine covering, a shivering seized them, and they tried to cover their exposed forms.” Ibid, p. 38
God had said that they would die in the day that they ate the forbidden fruit. Did they die? They did not die physically but a spiritual death. And this spiritual death is separation from God: 
“And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power (2 Thessalonians 1:9). 
Isn’t it amazing that the spiritual death of Adam and Eve occurred immediately—that is, there was now a separation from God. 

Question: - Why did God ask Adam “where are you” when He knew where he was?
The separation which Adam and Eve brought about is that which God seeks to bridge. God sought out man in the garden. While Satan’s question was designed to bring about the fall of man, God’s questions seek his reconciliation and restoration.
The author tells us that, His questions were asked for the benefit of the guilty:
· to help them realize what they have done and yet, at the same time, 
· to lead them to repentance and salvation. 
From the moment humans sinned, the Lord was working for their salvation and redemption.

The Fate of the Serpent – “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Gen 3:15)
Notice that no questions are asked of the serpent. There is no intention of restoration for Satan. His doom is sealed. Take note also of the order or sequence here. Man fell in this order: serpent, Eve, Adam. This is the opposite of God’s chain of command. While God questioned in the order of authority (Adam, Eve, snake), He sentenced in the order of the fall (snake, Eve, Adam). The fall was, in part, the result of the reversal of God’s order.
But right from the start, humanity was given hope that there will be a way out of the terrible mess that came from the knowledge of evil, a hope that we all can share in right now. This hope began in Gen 3:15 and will be fulfilled in Rev. 20:20.
Human Destiny - As a result of the Fall, what happened to Adam and Eve?
The serpent is first addressed and his punishment established. The creature, as the instrument of Satan, is cursed and subject to an existence of humiliation, crawling in the dust (verse 14).
Verse 15 addresses the serpent behind the serpent, Satan, the deadly dragon: “And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; …” (Rev 12:9). 
There is to be, first of all, a personal animosity between Eve and the serpent: “And I will put enmity between you and the woman” (verse 15). Such enmity is easy to comprehend and will broaden: “And between your seed and her seed” (verse 15). Here, God refers to the battle of the centuries between the people of God and the followers of the devil. 
Conclusion: - How beautifully this prophecy portrays the coming Savior, Who will reverse the events of the fall. 
It is significant that against this hopeless prospect of death Adam turns, then, to the woman, where he sees the hope of life through her giving birth (Gen. 3:20). That is, even amid the sentence of death, he sees the hope of life.
God was merciful and gracious in putting Adam and Eve out of the garden. He kept them from eternal punishment. Their salvation would not come in a moment, but in time, not easily, but through pain—but it would come. 

God is not just a God of penalties, but of gracious provision. Thus, He made for Adam and his wife garments from the skins of animals to cover their nakedness. A veiled prophecy of redemption through the shedding of blood! 
Today, for us there are many applications. We must not be ignorant of Satan’s devices (2 Corinthians 2:11). The manner of his temptation is repeated in the testimony of our Lord in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12). And so he will continue to tempt us today.
God Bless You!!!
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