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Lesson – 12 (Qtr. – 2, 2022) Joseph, the Prince of Egypt
Scripture Text: - “And Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt’” (Genesis 41:41, NKJV).
Study Texts: Genesis 41:37-45:28; 1 Kings 3:12; Romans 5:7-11.
Introduction: - Last week we learnt how God works. We saw that God’s timing is perfect. Joseph spent many years in Egypt as a slave. Then, after spending over two long years in prison, the time was perfect for the cupbearer to remember Joseph. Joseph was released from prison so that he could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams. God gave Pharaoh two dreams as a warning about a severe famine that was going to come to Egypt. God also gave Joseph a plan to provide food during the famine. This was an economic package and Pharaoh believed Joseph, and followed God’s plan. The author tells us that, “only the economic part of Joseph’s discourse is retained by Pharaoh, who seems more interested in the economic lesson than in the spiritual meaning of the dream and God’s role in producing it.” (SS Adult Lesson Study, Sunday’s portion).  Pharaoh honored Joseph and put him in charge of all of Egypt. Pharaoh was the only man more powerful than Joseph. 
In this lesson, we will learn that Joseph was the powerful leader of Egypt, and the country was only two years into the seven-year famine. 
Background Study: The description of Pharaoh’s investiture of Joseph fits the Egyptian context. The “signet ring” (Gen. 41:42, NKJV), which is called in the Hebrew text tabba‘at, designates the Egyptian signet or seal, djeba‘ot, a word derived from the word djeba‘, meaning “finger,” referring to its position around the finger. This signet ring extends full authority to Joseph to sign all official documents in the name of the king.
The chain around Joseph’s neck (Gen. 41:42) refers to the collar on which hung the symbol of the Maat, symbol of equity, which characterized the function of the “vizier,” a Turkish word (derived from the Arabic) for the chief minister of state. The rank of “second” (Gen. 41:43) is attested in ancient Egypt as the title of the vizier, who was called “the second of the king.” The vizier ceremony, involving someone riding on a chariot, preceded by people calling out to invite attention to his passing (Gen. 41:43), also is an Egyptian custom. The word ’abrek (generally translated “bow the knee”) that is used in our text is not Hebrew but Egyptian. In Egyptian, the word ’abrek means “attention,” “make way” (NJV). Furthermore, Pharaoh gives Joseph an honorific name to mark the special distinction that is attached to his new function. The Egyptian name that Joseph receives, Zaphnath-Paaneah (Gen. 41:45), corresponds to the following Egyptian transliteration: djf n t’ pw ‘nkh, meaning “food of the land, this is life.” ―Adult Teachers Sabbath School Bible Study Guide* 158-159 
Question: Who can remember what God’s plan was to provide food during the famine? In addition to receiving this high position of responsibility, Joseph was given an Egyptian wife who bore him two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. God had proven, once again, that He could turn an evil into good. 

2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. NIV

Romans 8:28 “We know that in all things God works for good with those who love him, those whom he has called according to his purpose.”

According to God’s plan, Joseph stored up all the extra grain in Egypt during seven years when there was plenty of food. Then, when the famine hit, and no food would grow, people came to Joseph to buy grain from the storehouses. 
Joseph’s Rise to Power - The famine not only affected Egypt, but all the land surrounding it. (Famine is common in the Middle East. There are records of two Egyptian famines so severe that starving people killed and ate each other. But it was rare for famine to affect both Egypt and Palestine at the same time, for they depended on totally different sources of water – Egypt on the Nile and Palestine on local rainfall.) 

Now let’s take a closer look at the area. The distance between Egypt and Canaan was about 10 days journey on the back of a donkey or about 200 miles where Joseph’s brothers and father, Jacob, lived. 
Question: - Do you think the famine affected them? Yes! It certainly did. 
Many people came from all around to buy grain in Egypt. By this time, many of Joseph’s brothers were married and had children. Jacob’s large family ran out of food, and if they didn’t find food soon, they would die!
Joseph Confronts his brothers: When Joseph’s brothers appeared before him for the first time, ‘they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground’ – Gen.42:6 Now let’s pause for a minute. This sounds familiar. This goes back to before Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery. Let’s go back to (Gen. 37:5-7)
Joseph had a dream. When he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more. He said to them, “Listen to the dream I had. We were tying up bundles of grain out in the field. Suddenly my bundle rose and stood up straight. Your bundles gathered around my bundle and bowed down to it.” The dream that God had given to Joseph as a young man had finally come true. 

Joseph, however, recognized his brothers the moment he laid eyes on them. And yet he did not know their character. So, Joseph set about to implement a number of tests to see if their characters had changed. He began demanding things from them, playing tricks on them, and accusing them of being spies. For nearly two years he played these games that brought confusion, fear and an admission of guilt to his brothers. The moment their troubles began, their guilt surfaced. “They said to one another, ‘Surely, we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen” (Gen. 42:21). 
· Think for a minute about what you might say to these men who had caused you such pain, now that you have power over their lives. Pause for thought. 

Question: - What would be the natural human response? The natural, human response would be to take revenge. We might expect Joseph to say, “You almost killed me! You sold me as a slave! Why should I give you anything to eat?
But what about Joseph? Did he behave that way? 

For Joseph, the drama brought tremendous emotional strain. He felt the strain of forgiveness. Five times Genesis records that he broke into tears, once weeping so loudly that people in the next room heard him. 
But God’s grace gave Joseph the power to do what was right, not what was natural! God’s grace gives us the ability to do the right thing. 
Joseph had great power, but he would not use his power to get revenge. This is not a natural reaction! This reaction is possible only because of God’s grace. God’s grace gave Joseph the ability to say, “No” to revenge. 
Question: Is it sometimes possible for us in our very evil world to turn evil into good? 

Ellen G. White writes, ‘The three days of confinement were days of bitter sorrow with Jacob’s sons. They reflected upon their past wrong course, especially their cruelty to Joseph…They sold Joseph as a slave, and they were fearful that God designed to punish them by suffering them to become slaves. Joseph considers that his father and the families of his brethren, may be suffering for food, and he is convinced that his brethren have repented of their cruel treatment of him, and that they would in no case treat Benjamin as they had treated him. —Ellen G. White, Spiritual Gifts, * vol. 3, 155.2-156.0
By God’s grace, Joseph realized that God had a purpose for placing him in this position of power, and this purpose was to save his family.
Joseph and Benjamin: Joseph’s next test of his brothers came when he placed their money back in their sacks along with the grain that they needed to support and feed their families.
When he met with them, he used an interpreter. Joseph thought of a way to find out information about his father and his brother, Benjamin, without giving away his identity. 
At this point, it does not seem that the brothers have repented from the sins of their youth. When Jacob heard his brothers arguing about what they had done to him years ago, Joseph began to cry. Sin always causes pain. Joseph turned away so his brothers wouldn’t see him cry. 

Then Joseph had his brother, Simeon, chained up and put in prison. The Bible doesn’t tell us why Joseph chose to keep Simeon, but we can make a thoughtful guess. We know that Reuben was the oldest brother, and Simeon was the second oldest. Reuben tried to help Joseph. So, out of all the brothers who wanted to harm Joseph, Simeon was the oldest. He may have been the ringleader of the whole gang. Even so, Joseph was not going to harm Simeon. He had to keep one brother to be sure the rest would return for him with Benjamin.
We do not know exactly how long the grain which they carried back to Canaan provided for their families. But, the time came when they were out of grain again. It was very difficult for Jacob to agree to allow Benjamin to go to Egypt. He felt certain that he would never see his son again if Benjamin went to Egypt. 

Finally, Judah pleaded with him and said that he would offer his own life in the place of Benjamin’s life, and Jacob agreed. We need to remember that at that point in time, Judah was the father of two sons who had died or been killed; a third son was raising his own children. Judah was also the father of his daughter-in-law’s, Tamar’s, two sons. Judah’s first wife was dead.
When the 10 sons reached home, they everything to their father Jacob. They had to tell Jacob that Simeon was still in Egypt - in prison. 
We do not know how long the supply lasted for the family, but the brothers were back in Egypt with Benjamin. 
When Joseph saw his brothers coming with Benjamin, he told his main servant to take the men to his house and prepare a big meal. 

Question: Do you see any parallel in the Bible from this part of the story? 

· Joseph seeing his brothers in the distance brings to mind the parable of the prodigal son. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him...” (Luke 15:20) We can picture Joseph, much like the prodigal’s father, searching the horizon day after day, hoping his wayward brothers would return with repentant hearts.
The brothers were taken to Joseph’s house, but they were very afraid. They thought they were in trouble because their money was put back in their sacks the first time, they came to buy food. They explained that they wanted to return the money. 

Joseph’s servant acknowledged Joseph’s God, and confirmed that the free grain was an undeserved gift of grace. Simeon was released from prison, just as Joseph had promised. 

Joseph was overwhelmed to see his little brother! Joseph was 17 when he last saw Benjamin. Benjamin was just a child then, and now he was a grown up. Joseph couldn’t hold back his tears, so he ran out of the room. When Joseph calmed down, he returned and ordered that lunch be served. The brothers were seated in order, from oldest to youngest. 
When all the food was served, Benjamin was given five times as much food as his brothers. Once again, the youngest brother was being favored. 
Question: Why do you think Joseph arranged for Benjamin to be given five times as much food as the other brothers? We’ll see that this was part of test that Joseph was giving to his brothers. 

Ellen G. White tells us that, “By this token of favor to Benjamin he hoped to ascertain if the youngest brother was regarded with the envy and hatred that had been manifested toward himself. Still supposing that Joseph did not understand their language, the brothers freely conversed with one another; thus, he had a good opportunity to learn their real feelings. Still, he desired to test them further, and before their departure he ordered that his own drinking cup of silver should be concealed in the sack of the youngest.” — Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 228, 229.
The Divination Cup: - This story parallels the preceding one. As before, Joseph gives specific instructions; and, once again, he fills the men’s sacks with food. This time, however, Joseph adds the strange command to put his precious silver cup in Benjamin’s sack.
Question: Why did Joseph put the divination cup in Benjamin’s sack and not in another brother’s sack?
1. To find out if they were still envious and jealous like before.
2. That Joseph was using a divination cup did not mean that he believed in its power. Joseph “had never claimed the power of divination, but was willing to have them believe that he could read the secrets of their lives.” — Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 229.

The magic cup was for Joseph a pretext to evoke the supernatural domain, and thus awaken in his brothers’ hearts their sense of guilt toward God. 
When they arrived, they threw themselves on the ground in front of Joseph. They begged Joseph for mercy. They admitted they were guilty. Now, they were not guilty for this crime, but they were certainly guilty of other sins. They said they would all become Joseph’s slaves. But Joseph said that would not be fair. Only Benjamin would become his slave. He said, “The rest of you can return to your father in peace.” (Genesis 44:17) 
But Judah stepped forward. He respectfully pleaded with Joseph. Judah told Joseph that his father favored his two youngest sons. One was Benjamin, and the other was no more. He explained that Jacob could not bear to lose his other beloved son. He said: “I promised my father I would keep the boy safe. I said, ‘Father, I’ll bring him back to you. If I don’t, you can put the blame on me for the rest of my life.’

Question: Is this a real change in Judah’s heart? Yes! Joseph had been testing his brothers to see if they had truly repented. And now they had proven. 
The culminating event of this whole story, the focal point, is found in Genesis 45. 

I am Joseph Your Brother: Vs. 1-3 Joseph was no longer able to control his feelings in front of his servants, so he ordered them all to leave the room. No one else was with him when Joseph told his brothers who he was. 2He cried with such loud sobs that the Egyptians heard it, and the news was taken to the king’s palace. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” He then calls them closer and hugs them. 

What was it that changed those brothers? Was it just a matter of time? Was it the suffering that they had gone through? Was it their own internal recriminations? Was it their father’s example? Was it the suffering that they had heard that Jacob and Isaac had gone through?
What do you think convinced Joseph that his brothers really had changed? Was it the speech by Judah?
Ellen G. White writes, “During the years since Joseph had been separated from his brothers, these sons of Jacob had changed in character. Envious, turbulent, deceptive, cruel, and revengeful they had been; but now, when tested by adversity, they were shown to be unselfish, true to one another, devoted to their father, and, themselves middle-aged men, subject to his authority. ―Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 225.3
Try to imagine the ten brothers at that moment at which Joseph said: “I am Joseph, your brother!” They were stunned, and he had to repeat it.
Question: What lessons of love, faith, and hope can be found in this story? 

It is at that very moment, when Judah talked about the “evil” that would fall upon ’avi, “my father” (Gen. 44:34), that Joseph “cried out” (Gen. 45:1, NKJV) and then “made himself known” to his brothers. This expression, often used to refer to God’s self-revelation (Exod. 6:3, Ezek. 20:9), suggests that it is God also who had revealed Himself here, as well. That is, the Lord had shown that His providence reigns, even despite human foibles. 
“Joseph was satisfied. He had proved his brethren, and had seen in them the fruits of true repentance for their sins.” — Ellen G. White, Spiritual Gifts, book 3, p. 165.

In this sense Joseph’s story is the story of God and His people – the struggle to root out the sin that began in Genesis 3. Victory over sin does not happen automatically or easily. Ultimately, it demanded the death of God’s Son. 
Joseph’s story points towards Jesus – a man God sent to save His people, one who was hated and betrayed by them just as Joseph was. God’s will to save conquers all. As Joseph told his brothers, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish…the saving of many lives” (Gen. 50:20). 
**** God Bless You!!!****
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