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Lesson – 9 (Qtr – 4, 2022) Contrary Passages?                                    GM
Scripture Texts: Luke 16:19-31, Luke 23:43, John 20:17, Phil. 1:21-24, 1 Pet. 3:13-20, Rev. 6:9-11.

Memory Text: “You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5:39, NKJV)
Introduction: Sometimes error is so deeply rooted that it is necessary to confront it directly. In this lesson we will look at several key passages that seem to support the idea of immortal soul (and an eternally burning hell). First on the list is promise Jesus made to the thief on the cross. All 79 translations listed in Bible Gateway translate Luke 23:43 with the same sense as KJV:

“And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.” And this in spite of the fact that Jesus did not go to Paradise that day. John 20:17 quotes Jesus as saying on the first day of the week: “I have not yet ascended to the Father.” 
“Many of our lessons this quarter deal with many “contrary passages.” Why can’t we just talk about the truth and not worry about ‘contrary passages? Should we ignore these contrary passages? 
The author quotes and tells us how Peter and Paul warn us: “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 3:15, NKJV). Paul adds, “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2, 3, NKJV)
Ellen G. White admonishes us that as we do, we should follow the inspiring example of Jesus. “Christ Himself did not suppress one word of truth, but He spoke it always in love. … He was never rude, never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not censure human weakness.” — Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 353. 
How do we understand the parable of the rich man and Lazarus recorded in Luke 16:19, 20? 

This parable presents a sharp contrast between a well-dressed “rich man” and “a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores”. The account teaches two points: First, 1. status and social recognition in the present are not the criteria for the future reward, and secondly, 2. the eternal destiny of each person is decided in this life and cannot be reversed in the afterlife (Luke 16:25, 26) 
“Today…with Me in Paradise” – Luke 23:43 

Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” Almost all Bible versions (with few exceptions) translate this text in a similar way, giving the impression that on the very day Christ died, Christ and the thief would be together in Paradise. This is because those translations were made by biblical scholars who believe in the dogma or doctrine of the natural immortality of the soul. 
How should the promise to the repentant thief on the cross be understood in light of Jesus’ words to Mary Magdalene and His promise to His disciples?

This passage does not teach us that Jesus and the repentant thief went to heaven that same day. 
This is an address to the thief on the cross who asked that Jesus would remember him when He came into his kingdom. It was a remarkable statement by the thief on the Cross, that shows that the thief had faith in Jesus’ heavenly reign, which was apparently reckoned to him as righteousness. 

Secondly, it also shows that mere lip service, with no real love for Christ will buy passage to heaven, but a genuine moment of self-reflection and true sorrow for sin, accompanied by real faith is good to the very last millisecond of life (Mt 20:1-16).
What a glorious truth, that we can be saved from all our sins, before God, by faith in Jesus. “By grace through faith you have been saved. It is a gift of God. Not by works so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.
To Depart and Be with Christ - 
Philippians 1:21-24 is another difficult passage to understand or comprehend. In this passage, Paul is expressing his desire to live “in Christ” now for rest of his life and “with Christ” after His Second coming. For him, not even death could break the assurance of belonging to his Savior and Lord. 
Question: When Paul mentioned his “desire to depart and be with Christ” (Phil. 1:23, NKJV), did he imply that after death his soul would depart to live consciously with Christ?
No, not at all! This verse does not teach that Paul expected to go to heaven at death. He was very clear that he would not receive his reward until the Second Coming (2 Tim. 4:8).” — Andrews Study Bible, p. 1555, note on Phili. 1:23.

Note - “In short, Paul “is saying that the next thing he would know after departing (death) would be Christ coming in the clouds of heaven to raise the dead, when he would ‘be with the Lord’ (1 Thess. 4:17). It should also be noted that the Bible writers at times refer to two events together that may be separated by a long period of time.” — Andrews Study Bible, p. 1555, note on Philippians 1:23. 
Paul is very much aware of the state of the dead and those who are alive at the Second coming of Christ. Thus, he wrote in 1Thess. 4:17 to assure the believers of Thessalonica of the blessed hope “After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.” 
He was very clear that he would not receive his reward until the Second Coming (2 Tim. 4:8) “Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” 

Preaching to the Spirits in Prison – 1 Peter 3:19
“For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water… 
DOES PETER SUPPORT THE VIEW THAT A PERSON CAN BE SAVED AFTER HE DIES? 

Seeking to find the doctrine of an immortal soul in this passage runs up against several obstacle. First, Scripture nowhere teaches the doctrine of a second chance after death for the wicked. (Heb. 9:27). The Book of Revelation records the Great White Throne Judgment in which those who are not found in the book of life are sent to the lake of fire (Rev. 20:11–15). Also, the biblical teaching is that the dead remain unconscious in the grave until the final resurrection (Job 14:10-12; Ps. 146:4; Eccles. 9:5, 10; 1 Cor. 15:16-18; 1 Thess. 4:13-15).

Secondly, why would Christ preach only to the antediluvians “in prison” where there not others in hell who could also “benefit” from the preaching?
How do we understand the expression “in prison” or “Spirits in prison”? 
The term spirit (Greek pneuma) is used in this text, and elsewhere in the New Testament (1 Cor. 16:18, Gal. 6:18), in reference to living people who can hear and accept the invitation of salvation. The expression “in prison” obviously refers not to a literal prison, but to the prison of sin in which the unregenerate human nature is found (Rom. 6:1-23, Rom. 7:7-25). 
The Souls Under the Altar – Revelation 6:9-11
“When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How long Sovereign Lord, holy and true until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood 11 Then each of them was given a white robe and they were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters were killed just as they had been.”
How can the “souls” of the dead martyrs cry “under the altar”?
Some have cited these verses to validate the immortal soul doctrine and the belief that, upon death, people go to heaven. However, this description is not literal, but rather is entirely symbolic. 
Looking at the Non-Christian beliefs in other religions, they believe in the immortality of soul and rebirth after death. Thus, they try to appease God through various traditional rituals and poojas believing that their dead loved ones will be comfortable either in the grave or before they go to heaven. 

So, for us as believers in Christ, the “souls” under the altar are also symbolic. By taking them literally, one would have to conclude that the martyrs are not fully happy in heaven, for they are still crying out for vengeance. 
It’s also important to remember that John was not given a view of heaven as it actually is. “There are no white, red, black, or pale horses there with warlike riders. Jesus does not appear there in the form of a lamb with a bleeding knife wound. The four beasts do not represent actual winged creatures of the animal characteristics noted. … Likewise, there are no ‘souls’ lying at the base of an altar in heaven. The whole scene was a pictorial and symbolic representation.” — The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 778. 

Commenting on this passage, George E. Ladd, a non-Adventist, wrote (again sounding like an Adventist): 
“In the present instance [Rev. 6:9-11], the altar is clearly the altar of sacrifice where sacrificial blood was poured. The fact that John saw the souls of the martyrs under the altar has nothing to do with the state of the dead or their situation in the intermediate state; it is merely a vivid way of picturing the fact that they had been martyred in the name of their God.” — A Commentary on the Revelation of John (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1972), p. 103.
Conclusion: In conclusion, what did we learn from the Scriptures? 
1. Ecclesiastes 9:5 (NIV) For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no further reward, and even their name is forgotten.

2. Psalm 146:4 (NIV) When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans come to nothing.

3. Job 14:10–12 (NIV) But a man dies and is laid low; he breathes his last and is no more. 11 As the water of a lake dries up or a riverbed becomes parched and dry, 12 so he lies down and does not rise; till the heavens are no more, people will not awake or be roused from their sleep.

4. 1 Corinthians 15:16–18 (NIV) For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost.

5. 1 Thess. 4:13-15 “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.t 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.”

“In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus, Christ shows that in this life men decide their eternal destiny. During probationary time the grace of God is offered to every soul. But if men waste their opportunities in self-pleasing, they cut themselves off from everlasting life. No afterprobation will be granted them. By their own choice they have fixed an impassable gulf between them and their God.” — Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 260.
“When those early Christians were exiled to mountains and deserts, when left in dungeons to die with hunger, cold, and torture, when martyrdom seemed the only way out of their distress, they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for Christ, who was crucified for them. Their worthy example will be a comfort and encouragement to the people of God who will be brought into the time of trouble such as never was.” — Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 213.
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