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Lesson – 14 (Qtr. – 4, 2022) All Things New                                          GM
Study Texts - 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:3, 22; 1 John 3:2, 3; 1 Pet. 1:22; Isa. 25:8; Rev. 22:3-5. 

Scripture Text: - “Then He who sat on the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things new.’ And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and faithful’” (Revelation 21:5, NKJV).
Introduction: - We live in a time of stark contrasts. On the one hand, this last week was a time of celebration. We began the week with Christmas songs, a time to remember the birth of Jesus and to rejoice in the traditions of the season, both sacred and secular. We sang Christmas specials and Carols at our church: Joy to the world! The Lord is come! 
Yet as we were finishing up for our Christmas eve preparations and dinners, the nature was singing another song, and it was a tragic tune indeed. On Friday morning, temperatures “dropped dramatically,” going from rain to sleet to snow within five minutes around 8:40 a.m., in Erie County and Buffalo, New York. Whiteout conditions didn’t occur until about 10 a.m. This winter storm death toll has risen to 37 in Buffalo as criticism arises over handling of storm and cleanup. 
We live in a world of strange times, a time of stark contrasts. During this past week, our hearts have been gripped by stories and pictures of human suffering. 

In time like this we can’t help but ask, questions like: How can we even think of a new year when life is so tragic? And where is God in all of this tragedy? Does faith help us to make sense of the sufferings? Is there some cord that ties together the calamity in this world, the turn of the new year, and God? 

Yes, I believe there is, and it’s found in God’s Word! In Revelation 21:1-5 we read, ‘And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” For some, the promise of ‘a new heaven and a new earth’ is a kind of fantasy. But Peter gives us hope by writing, ‘But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.’ (2 Peter 3:13).  And just few verses before this he warns us that ‘scoffers’ will ridicule and make fun of this hope. 
This week’s lesson is entitled, ‘All Things New.’ Let’s dive into our lesson and see how we can accomplish this hope! 
A New Heavens and a New Earth – 

Adrian Rogers says, “A Christian is not just somebody who has become nice; he’s become new.” In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creation; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 
Question – What is Peter and Paul trying to say here in these passages? 
Both Peter and Paul give some excellent information about the 'Day of the Lord'. It begins with the prophesied 'Time of Jacob’s Trouble', continues into the Millennial reign of Christ on earth – and on into the eternal ages. 

The 'Day of the Lord' reaches its climax at the end of the Millennium, with the destruction of the first, fallen heaven and cursed earth, and continues with the creation of a new heaven and a blessed, new earth. Thus, Peter gives us wonderful hope that the cruel, mocking voices will one day cease. 

It is the same message that the book of Isaiah provides interestingly, giving glimpses on how the earth would have been if Israel as a nation had remained faithful to their covenant with God (Isa. 65:17-25; Isa. 66:22, 23.)
Ellen G. White, “In the Bible the inheritance of the saved is called ‘a country.’ (Heb. 11:14-16). There the heavenly Shepherd leads His flock to fountains of living waters. The tree of life yields its fruit every month, and the leaves of the tree are for the service of the nations. There are ever-flowing streams, clear as crystal, and beside them waving trees cast their shadows upon the paths prepared for the ransomed of the Lord. There the wide-spreading plains swell into hills of beauty, and the mountains of God rear their lofty summits. On those peaceful plains, beside those living streams, God’s people, so long pilgrims and wanderers, shall find a home.” — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 675.
Acts 9 tells the story of the conversion of the Apostle Paul. His early name was Saul and he was a persecutor of Christians. Yet, in this passage, he becomes Paul, the greatest missionary and evangelist the world has ever known. He was changed by the grace of God, so much so, he even changed his name! There are five markings of this man made new, found in Acts 9:17-22. 

First, Saul had a new Lord. The first question Saul asked when confronted by Jesus on the road to Damascus was, “Lord, what would you have me do?” Jesus had become his Lord; immediately, he was under new management. The Bible calls Jesus, Lord 433 times. And Adrian Rogers says, “You cannot have what He gives, salvation, unless you receive what He is, and that is Lord.”

Second, Paul had a new life. When you receive Jesus as Lord, you receive a new life, and a new spiritual sight. You’re able to see things you’ve never seen before.

Third, Paul had a new liberty. God put His power within Paul. The Christian life is what God does in us and through us. He’s the one who gives us that liberty.

Fourth, Paul had a new love. A few days before his conversion, this man was threatening the church. His heart was filled with bitterness and malevolence toward those who were called Christians. And those he once loathed he now loves. If you love Jesus, you will love what He loves.

Finally, Paul had a new labor. Saul’s mission was to destroy the church. Paul’s mission was to build the church. The markings of a new life in Christ is that he shares it with others. 

And what God did for Saul, God wants to do for us, all. Have you been made new in Christ? Does your life show that you have a new Lord, life, liberty, love and labor?
In The Temple of God – (Rev. 4:2-6, Rev. 7:9-15, Rev. 15:5-8). 
Many people speak of heaven itself as being God’s sanctuary. But Revelation refers to a specific sanctuary/temple within the New Jerusalem, where God’s throne and the sea of glass are located (Rev. 4:2-6, Rev. 7:9-15, Rev. 15:5-8). There the great multitude of saints from all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues will worship God forever (Rev. 7:9-17). But then in Rev. 21:22 John also mentions, “But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” 
Question: - How do we understand these passages? 
The heavenly sanctuary/temple has always been the place where the heavenly hosts worship God. But with the appearance of sin, that sanctuary became also the place from where salvation is offered to humanity. 
“When the sin problem is over, the heavenly sanctuary will once again revert to its original function. In Rev. 21:22, John the revelator reports that he no longer saw a temple in the city, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. But does that mean there is no longer a house of the Lord where His creatures can come and have special fellowship with Him? By no means!” — Richard M. Davidson, “The Sanctuary: ‘To Behold the Beauty of the Lord,’” in Artur Stele, ed., The Word: Searching, Living, Teaching, vol. 1 (Silver Spring, MD: Biblical Research Institute, 2015), p. 31.
This heavenly worship is centered on God and the Lamb (Rev. 5:13, Rev. 7:10). As always, and as it should be, Christ is the focus of the worship.

In 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul talks about our ‘body as the temple of God.’ How do we understand this passage? 
The temple is always pure and clean! As children of God and members of the body of Christ, we have been cleansed. As a corporate entity, as a local church, we have been washed in the blood of the lamb! We have been set apart for the exclusive purpose and use of Jesus Christ. We belong to Him. Our cleansing and calling come with a responsibility for purity. The church is to be protected and preserved. That protection and preservation is accomplished on a personal level, which mean: How I behave in my personal life has an effect on the corporate body of Christ! 
We collectively are the temple of God. The church is a collection of people who are individually indwelt by the Holy Spirit. We are made a temple when we place our faith in Jesus Christ. Then, as believers gather together and form a local church, we become a larger temple. We represent Christ on an individual and personal level. However, we also represent Christ as a local church body.

In the Presence of God: 

Adam and Eve had intimate fellowship in the presence of God before the fall (Genesis 3:8). Since that time, sin has prevented our ability to be in the physical presence of God (Exodus 33:20). 

1 Timothy 6:16 ‘Who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.

Question: What does it mean to be in the presence of God?
Apostle John stated that “no one has ever seen God” (John 1:18, 1 John 4:12,) he also declares that “we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2, 3,) and “see His face” (Rev. 22:3, 4,). It can be debatable whether these passages refer to God the Father or to Christ. But all doubts are gone in light of Christ’s own statement, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8, NKJV)
“The people of God are privileged to hold open communion with the Father and the Son. ‘Now we see through a glass, darkly.’ 1 Corinthians 13:12. We behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in His dealings with men; but then we shall see Him face to face, without a dimming veil between. We shall stand in His presence and behold the glory of His countenance.” — Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 676, 677. 
And this reveals that God must do a work in us now to help prepare us for heaven.
No More Death and Tears: - 

We know and experience that life can be very hard, unfair, and bitter especially when we lose our dear ones. We cry, we mourn, and we feel sad and heart-broken. After all Jesus Himself ‘wept’ over his dear friend Lazarus’ death when He was on this earth! 

And we also have references and many more that God also experiences pain in heaven over the suffering in the world and humanity: 
“The Lord was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain.” Genesis 6:6 
“He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” Isaiah 53:3
“Divine love sheds tears of anguish over men formed in the likeness of their Maker who will not accept his love and receive the impress of his divine image.” Ellen G. White, The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 3, p. 123.
“Few give thought to the suffering that sin has caused our Creator. All heaven suffered in Christ’s agony; but that suffering did not begin or end with His manifestation in humanity. The cross is a revelation to our dull senses of the pain that, from its very inception, sin has brought to the heart of God.” Ellen White, Education p. 263

But we also know that the fruit of the Holy Spirit includes joy. And many Scripture passages indicate that there is only joy in God’s presence, because sorrow is associated with sin and there is no sin with or in God. 
“You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” Psalm 16:11
“The ransomed of the Lord ...shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” Isaiah 35:10
The Lord promised that in the new heaven and the new earth He would create, “the former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind” (Isa. 65:17, NIV).

So, I am wondering: 

· Is there currently sadness and pain in heaven? We know there is joy in heaven over sinners who repent (Luke 15:7) Is there sadness over those who don’t? 

· Will there be pain in heaven during the 1,000 years while the righteous are there reviewing records with God (pain over the lost)?

· Will tears be wiped away immediately, or will it be after the 1,000 years are over and the destruction of the wicked complete, and all the “old” is made new?

His Name on Their Foreheads – 

Revelation 22:3-5. How can we be assured that we will be among those who will have the name of God written on our foreheads? Or, can we be assured?
Three things, mark the condition of the heavenly citizens: "His servants shall serve Him: and they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads." 
When it says, "His servants shall serve Him," it means that they will serve according to the perfection of the thoughts of God. They will, moreover, see His face; they will enjoy unhinderedly the intimacy of His presence, for then, like Christ, they will see Him as He is, and be able to enjoy the radiant vision which will be the source of all their delight and their eternal joy. 
Finally, "His Name shall be in their foreheads." It means that the primary signification of the name borne thus upon the forehead is, so to speak, ownership; that it marks out those who have it as belonging to Christ. And this conveys much; for to be His is really the sum of eternal blessedness, inasmuch as it brings us into everlasting association with Him, both now and also in heaven itself.
The invincible purpose of God for creation and for his people will not be complete until all things are made new and the glory of the Lord fills them all. 

Four Ways in Which God Will Make All Things New: 

1. Spiritually and Morally New - God is going to make us spiritually and morally new and glorious. 
2. Physically and Bodily New - God is going to make us physically and bodily new and glorious. Our Final Hope Is Not Disembodied Spirits. Scripture teaches a very different destiny for God's people. God will make all things new—including our bodies. 

3. The New Creation - God is going to make the creation new and glorious. This is the point of verse 1: "Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more." 

Paul put it like this in Romans 8:21, "The creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the liberty of the glory of the children of God."
4. A New Relationship with God - God will make our relationship with him new and glorious.

John tells us about this in verse 3: "I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Behold, the dwelling of God is with men. He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself will be with them."

"Blessed are the pure in heart," Jesus said, "for they shall see God." It's a promise. Something greater is coming for all of us in our relation with God. 

***God Bless You***
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