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Devotional – 10 The Garden

Genesis 2:8 – ‘Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed.’ NIV
When Adam was created, God knew that he needed a home. First, God chose the ideal spot, planted a garden first, with all kinds of herbs and fruit bearing trees. The Bible says a river flowed through the garden, providing the man with the water he would need to survive. Then God used the dust of the ground to fashion him and breathed the breath of life deep into his nostrils. Finally, when everything was just perfect, God placed Adam in the garden – Eden, his new home.

I have a small kitchen garden and I love to sow seeds, prepare seedlings, plant vegetables and fruit trees. It gives me great joy to see the fruit of my labor blossom in various colorful varieties. I love to see the colorful birds, beautiful butterflies, and of course, the naughty playful squirrels that come to dig up the garden when they visit. All these activities remind me of God as the Source of life, my Creator, my Provider, and the source of His tender loving mercies filled with love.     

Working and spending time in my garden helps me to see God’s love on display in the gift of nature. It helps me physically as well as economically. It replaces Gym time and the membership fee. And also helps me draw my heart and mind closer to my Creator as I reflect on my silly mistakes while working.  

I take time to enjoy my surroundings and reflect on the One who created me and the environment. It also helps me to acknowledge that my Father in heaven is the source of life, wisdom and joy. Even in the midst of suffering that results from my sins, my goodness flourishes. From the warmth of the sun to the flowers in my kitchen garden, to the melodic song of a bird, and the flutters of the butterflies, His love is revealed. I thank Him for revealing the truth about who I am. 

God revealed Himself through His creation. Through the gift of Eden, Adam could see that God was truly a loving Father, a Provider, the Source of life. God met Adam’s physical needs, but He also delighted in providing a beautiful environment for him to live in. “And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. (Genesis 2:8) 

There are plenty of lessons for me and for all of us if we pay attention to what is around us. The Lord is sowing his truth daily and I pray that our hearts will be prepared like good fertile soil, ready to receive Jesus and be rooted, watered and established in the garden of His love! May the Lord continue to teach us!
