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Devotional – 11 The Flood Is Upon Us!

Genesis 7:20 – “The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits.”  

Most skeptic scientists attempt to downgrade Noah's flood as a biblical fairy tale. But the fact is that Noah’s Flood happened. It was a natural as well as supernatural occurrence. Genesis 7:20 tells us that the tops of all the mountains were covered by at least 15 cubits of water. 

One evening, me and my Hindu friend in Rohru town, were taking a walk along a tall mountain that showed layered bands of rock similar to the one of Grand Canyon. Pointing at those layers I asked, ‘Do you know how these layers have formed?’ Interestingly, he said, ‘There is a story in the Hindu Scriptures of a great universal flood in which Manu, or the first man, was not visited by a God, but rather by a fish, the deity, Lord Vishnu. This fish/God told Manu that the world would be destroyed in a great flood. Manu built a boat and tied it to the horn of the great fish and only 8 people survived and so these layers are due to the flood.’ 
I picked up the conversation from there and told him the Biblical story as narrated in Chapter 9 of Genesis and why God considered it necessary to send the flood. And who those 8 people were! 

I also told him that this ‘Manu’ was Noah and it took 120 years for him to build that great boat (ark). And then he and his family—eight people, along with God - sent animals went aboard and God shut them in. The rains came down, the great underground water reservoirs exploded, and every life on earth, except for those eight humans and the animals within, perished. But then God promised, never to destroy the earth again by water, setting the rainbow as a sign of this promise between Him and every living creature (Genesis 9:12-14). 

Although God has been true to His promise—and will remain true—the Bible is not done with floods. Jesus' message in Matthew 24:36-39 is clear. Another Flood is Coming. The flood obviously represents the trials of life that descend upon us either through our own sins or because of events in the world around us. 

Jeremiah 30:7 tells of a coming time of trouble that man has never experienced one like it. Jesus says it will be so terrible that unless God cut it short, "no flesh would be saved alive" (Matt. 24:22). Is our faith strong enough to withstand that flood? Are we ready for this end-time flood?
