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Devotional – 12 Showing Christian Love

Matthew 7:12 – ‘So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.’

Have you ever had to deal with mean people at your work place, church, school, or maybe even your home? If so, you can ponder on this Bible verse and think, ‘How would I want them to treat me?’ If you see someone needing money, think about how you’d like to be treated if you didn’t have money. Then, consider if you could give them something to help out. The possibilities are endless of how God could use you to help those around you.

When I was a child and was visiting my maternal uncle in Lahore, Pakistan, with my mom and other siblings. Every evening we went for dinners and to family functions to some relative’s home. But before we left, my mom gave me some instructions which went something like this? “Now listen, don’t forget to say ‘Salaam’ to everyone and be respectful, and don’t forget to wash your hands before you eat. Take whatever is given to you and don’t make a fuss. Obey your elders and show respect to them.” 

In Hebrews 13:1-8, Paul ends his instructional message kind of like that to the Hebrew Christians. In verses 1-8, this moral advice of Paul covers the various aspects of social, private and religious life that should be the distinguishing marks of each one of us who live together. Because of the truth we know, our behavior should follow. And I must modify my behavior to glorify God both, within the family and within the family of God – the Church.  

Ellen White wrote that, ‘The character of the Christian is shown by his daily life. Jesus said, "Every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit" (Matthew 7:17) … The apostle Paul describes the fruit which the Christian is to bear. He says that it "is in all goodness and righteousness and truth" (Eph. 5:9). And again, "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (Galatians 5:22, 23) … 

‘The child who loves his parents will show that love by willing obedience; but the selfish, ungrateful child seeks to do as little as possible for his parents, … Those who have genuine love for God will manifest an earnest desire to know His will and to do it… We are commanded to love one another as Christ has loved us. He has manifested His love by laying down His life to redeem us. (The Sanctified Life, Ch. 10.) There must be concern for others, faith in action, and love at work.
