Devotional – 15        Fulfilling the Great Commission         Gladwin Mathews 

Devotional – 15 Fulfilling the Great Commission – Part 1
Genesis 25:7-8 “Abraham lived a hundred and seventy-five years. Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people.” NIV
In Genesis 25:7-8, Abraham is said to have lived to be 175 years old. Globally, the average height of men is around 175 cm (5 feet 9 inches). And 175 is the fire emergency number in Lebanon. And the number 175 was also very significant to my dad. 

Both my dad and my mom (Pr. &Mrs. E.G. Mathews) were ministers of the gospel. A long time of their ministry was spent in Northern part of India, particularly in Punjab. I grew up watching both of them, so passionately involved in their ministry whether it be visitation, prayer meetings, teaching Bible lessons or conducting Evangelistic meetings. In fact, I accompanied my dad a couple of times on his visitation and Evangelistic prayer meetings at night. 
Dad would organize at least three cottage meetings in a year in a new area. He would then conduct a three – four-week tent meetings or Evangelistic meetings. 

Once Dad was conducting a three-week evangelistic meeting in a remote village very close to the Indo-Pak border area. This was a new territory for him to enter and also first time for the villagers to hear an Adventist message.  
The first night, he just had one family of four to attend the meeting. The next day two more joined as they were the neighbors. The third day three more joined out of curiosity to know what was going on in this house. 
By now the word had spread around the village about the meetings. Dad had a small slide projector for his presentations. He would begin with health message and then moving into the doctrinal, would relate it to everyday life. Each day the number of the attendees began to increase. Dad knew that the Holy Spirit is working on their hearts. He improvised the venue with a bigger tent and a larger “Daree” (carpet) because people loved to sit down on the floor.  
At the last meeting, dad made an altar call and almost the whole congregation raised their hands. The next morning, they went down to the nearby river for baptism. Choosing a good spot, as he stepped in, he felt the cold water but he didn’t mind. He thought it would be over soon. One by one, he kept baptizing them, non-stop, till late noon. His arms were tired and his legs were numb because of the cold water, but he didn’t stop. He was only focused to fulfill the ‘great commission’ for the Lord! Surprisingly, it was a bumper crop for the Lord! Dad baptized 175 new believers into the advent message in one day. He was happy. The Lord had blessed his efforts. ‘Praise God’, he said in his heart and with numb and shaking legs he came out of the water!   (To be continued)  
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