Devotional – 3 Songs of Praise in the Night                             Gladwin Mathews


Devotional – 3 Songs of Praise in the Night

Psalm 77:6 “I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search. 

Often life teaches us precious lessons. And the most precious lessons we learn in life are learned under dark and difficult circumstances. 

Not long after the World War II began, a bird dealer in New York discovered that by placing a canary alone in a cage covered so as to shut out all light, it developed into an exceptionally beautiful songster. It was as though the darkness that surrounded the canary helped it better to concentrate on the music. 

It is generally a recognized fact that after you become adjusted to darkness, your senses, especially your sense of hearing, becomes much more acute. 

Few decades ago in 1973, I, along with a group of students from Roorkee High School, went for a general camp meeting in the Forest area of Dehradun valley. We went early as an advance party to prepare the campsite for the remaining group to join us later. After finishing our task, we all planned to walk 7 Km to the nearby Clement town hoping to meet the other group there and then come back with them. 

Unfortunately, we missed the group and it was dark by now. So, we began our journey back to the campsite on foot. It was dark and scary as we were walking through the forest. It became so quiet that you could hear your own footsteps. Fear came over us! Then someone suggested to pray. We stopped and prayed and then while walking quietly we found ourselves singing songs and hymns. Somehow the darkness made the music and the words coming from hearts more meaningful and encouraging. And we sang at the top of our voices till we reached our campsite.

Loss of physical eyesight makes life dark. But blindness can be turned to advantage. In one of her best-loved hymns, ‘Redeemed! How I love to proclaim it!’ Fanny Crosby, the well-known hymn writer, refers to her blindness saying, ‘Who lovingly guardeth my footsteps, And giveth me songs in the night.’ She tells us that she did not look upon her blindness as a tragedy. On the contrary, she accepted it graciously and she believed that God had permitted her blindness in order that she might be better able to sing His praises and be the means of encouraging others to do likewise through the songs she wrote. 

Dark experiences are part of life. They come to all of us. If we relate these in the right way, they can teach us invaluable lessons to encourage us and others!
