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Devotional – 4 Morning By Morning

Isaiah 50:4 – “The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.” NIV

I have studied in our Adventist boarding school since 6th grade. And from day one we were instructed to wake up at 6 am to attend morning worship. At first, I didn’t like it but soon I began to like it and also took active part in it. And ever since then it is still my practice to have morning and evening prayer. It is a good time for my meditation because after a refreshing sleep, the mind is clear and more impressible. 

Prophet Isaiah along with Mark, gives us an interesting glimpse into the prayer life of Jesus. It was His custom to commune with His Father each morning as Mark writes, “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, …and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. Simon and his companions went to look for him, and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”

Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” So, he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. (Mark 1:35-39) NIV

His significant words, ‘…That is why I came out here’ reveal that Jesus felt it necessary to spend time early morning alone with God, that He might receive strength and wisdom from Him for the rest of the day. These were precious moments for Jesus not only to talk to His Father but also to listen to what His father had to say.

This was a good example for me to learn to begin the day with God. To invoke the Almighty’s blessings before I could do anything else proved a blessing itself. Apparently, this was David’s custom too when he wrote, “I am up before dawn to pray, waiting for your promises” Psalm 119:147

Ellen White writes, “Each morning consecrate yourself and your children to God for that day. Make no calculations for months or years; for it is not yours. One brief day is given you. As if it were your last on earth, work during its hours for the Master. Lay all your plans before God, to be carried out or given up, as His providence shall indicate. Accept His plans instead of your own, ... Thus, the life will be molded more and more after the divine example; and ‘the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 4:7.’ – Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 44
