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Devotional – 5 Growing in Faith

Proverbs 22:6 – “Start children on the way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not turn from it.” NIV

I am a PK (Preacher’s kid) and the fourth of six children of Late Pr. & Mrs. E. G. Mathews. We obtained our early education from our mother who was a teacher, running an Adventist church school in a village close to the border area of Dera Baba Nanak in Punjab. My dad was the pastor of Khasanwala village church and mom assisted him in his ministry and also ran the church school. We were blessed to have such a wonderful and dedicated parent! 

My dad served for many years as a Pastor in this town and built many churches as well as congregations around that area. Along with his pastoral job, he also promoted the Adventist Christian education among the church members and saw to it that they sent their children to the Adventist school in Roorkee where both of them have had their early schooling and training. 

My parents made sure that all of my siblings, and including me attended this boarding school. After my High School, when it was time for me to leave for college, my mom candidly and gracefully said, ‘Son, now you are going to a college, and there will be students both, boys and girls. Make sure you stay focused and never bring a bad name to us! Study well, always pray and don’t worry about the fee!’ Those words were engraved on my heart. And I made them proud not only by graduating with a BLA degree but also with double M.A. degrees and kept myself in the honor roll list. It made them happier when they heard that I have joined as faculty in the same college from where I had graduated from. 

I really do not know how my parents managed with the household expenses and my college fee. But I do know that they were God-fearing parent who always believed in the providences of God and that instilled my faith in God. My dad always said, ‘Don’t worry, God will take care.’ And God really took care of us! We never felt anything lacking in our daily life. 

During my service at Spicer Memorial College (now SAU), I served in various capacities as Assist. Dean of Men, Assist. Professor, Dept of Religion and Industrial Arts before I left for USA to join the Lake Union Conference, Michigan, as Bible Worker and Youth Leader! And later God gave me opportunity to finish my Doctoral studies! Praise God! What an awesome God we have who carries us through our plans, according to His will!
