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Lesson – 11(Qtr-2, 2023) The Seal of God and Mark of the Beast – Part 1
Memory Text: - Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” (Revelation 7:2,3). 

Introduction: - Throughout our Adventist life, especially since the time we have begun to understand and reason out with our own minds, about the last-day events or happenings, and we have heard it preached from pulpits for years; that people will receive either the mark of the beast or the seal of God. This is the outcome of the third angels’ message, the great showdown of the great controversy. 
P. Gerard Damsteegt in his book ‘Adventists Affirm, vol. 8, no. 3, Year-end 1994’ and his article in ‘The Sanctuary and Adventist Experience,’ Ministry, October 1994, pp. 34-38), writes, ‘The subject of the sealing foreseen in Revelation 7 caught the attention of Adventists in the middle of the nineteenth century when they discovered that Jesus had begun the final preparation for His return. They saw clearly in the Bible that Christ's sanctuary ministry entails or (involves) much more than His "cleansing" work in heaven. Simultaneously with His heavenly work He is "cleansing" a people, preparing them to meet Him at the second advent.’ 
Thus, in the middle of 19th century, Adventists began to do intensive Bible study in regards to the preparation of Jesus’ return. And this ‘Intensive study of Christ's ministry in the most holy place shed new light on God's "testimony," His Ten Commandments (Rev :9; Ex 25:6, 22). This study brought to the fore the role of the decalogue as the unchanging standard of conduct by which people will be judged. In the process, it opened their eyes to the permanent validity of the fourth commandment, with its seventh-day Sabbath.

One of the most significant new insights gained from Bible study was the discovery that the Sabbath is intimately linked to the seal of God. 
In this lesson study, let us look at some questions as answered in the writings of Ellen G. White, to see how the Sabbath is linked to the Seal of God. These questions are: What is the seal of God? Is ordinary Sabbath keeping the seal described in Revelation 7? What preparation is required for being sealed? 
Question: What is the seal of God? (Ask the Class)
Nearly more than one hundred and twenty years ago Ellen G. White called special attention to its importance. "The time has come," she wrote, "when all who have an interest in their soul's salvation should earnestly and solemnly inquire, What is the seal of God? (Signs of the Times, Nov.1, 1899).
How did the early believers feel about the ‘Seal of God? 
The early believers felt that understanding the seal of God was a matter of life and death. They realized that only those receiving the seal of the living God will pass through the time of trouble and the seven last plagues successfully. Only the sealed ones will stand in the Day of the Lord. 

The Seal of God as the Sabbath: 
The first time that Ellen G. White associated the seal of God with the Sabbath was in 1848. A few months later, in January 1849, Joseph Bates, the pioneer Sabbath theologian, published the first Adventist book on the subject and called it, A Seal of the Living God. One of Ellen White's arguments that the seal of God is the Sabbath was that the Sabbath commandment contains the characteristics of a seal. 

What are the characteristics of a seal? 
A seal, she observed in our early days and reiterated many years later, is attached to a law to show the name, title, and authority of the lawgiver. 

"Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God...For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it."- Exodus 20: 8-11. (1) Name: the LORD...(2) Title: Creator...(3) Territory: heaven and earth. 

Thus the forth commandment on the law of God is the seal of God, the Sabbath. In no other commandments is there a seal. The Sabbath seals all the law showing that God is the lawgiver of the Decalogue. For it is no wonder God would say, " And hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign (mark) between me and you, that ye may know that I am the LORD your God."- Ezekiel 20:20.

The Sabbath commandment can therefore be considered a seal because it "is the only one of all the ten in which are found both the name and the title of the Lawgiver. It is the only one that shows by whose authority the law is given. Thus it contains the seal of God, affixed to His law as evidence of its authenticity and binding force" (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 307). (Read Ex. 20:8-11). 
"The Sabbath was placed in the decalogue as the seal of the living God, pointing out the Law-giver, and making known his right to rule." Thus, the Sabbath is the sign of a relationship between God and His people, serving as "a test of their loyalty to Him" (Signs of the Times, May 3, 1886). 
The land, the Sea, the trees and the foreheads - 

Now let's get the full picture, from Revelation 7:3; " Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the foreheads” … 
Now in the Bible, the land, the sea, and the tress represent people, tribes and nations (Rev 17:15; Jer. 17: 7-8). 
For we have seen that the seal of God is none other than the Seventh-day or the Sabbath, it is said that this seal is "in their foreheads." But how can God put a day on a forehead? 

Let’s look at Deuteronomy 11:18 - "Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes." 

Do you think they literally went around wearing words on their foreheads or holding them on their hands? No! The idea now talking about "forehead" is that this last generation and faithful people of God in Rev. 7:3 is that they know clearly in their cognitive minds about the truth of the Sabbath and they will follow it. It is not a physical mark!
The Seal of God in the Forehead.
lf the Sabbath is the seal of the living God, what is the seal that the angel will place in the forehead (see Rev 7:2-3)? The seal to be placed in the forehead is "a mark which angels, but not human eyes, can read; for the destroying angel must see this mark of redemption. The intelligent mind has seen the sign of the cross of Calvary in the Lord's adopted sons and daughters" (7BC 968, my italics). (In this article, references to Ellen G. White comments in the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary are indicated by the ab breviation BC, with the volume number preceding it.) And further she mentions that ‘This seal is to be given to those only who make the necessary preparation. (Early Writings, 38). 
What is the Necessary Preparation? 

For instance, "a great work" must be accomplished "to prepare a people to be sealed with the seal of the living God" (Selected Messages, 2:73). 
A qualification found among the earliest of Ellen White's writings is that believers "must reflect the image of Jesus fully" (Early Writings, p. 7). 

…to have "victory over every besetment, over pride, selfishness, love of the world, and over every wrong word and action" (ibid.). Those who "overcome the world, the flesh, and the devil, will be the favored ones who shall receive the seal of the living God" (Testimonies to Ministers, p. 445). 

Those who receive God's seal upon their foreheads are "God's commandment-keeping people." "Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" (Rev 14:12; Testimonies, 6:15). Their sins removed, "they have on the wedding garment, and are obedient and faithful to all God's commands" (7BC 968).

To have the law of God written in heart and mind, so as to survive during the difficult times ahead, means to fill our minds with the "present truth" and love of the Bible, and to have as our greatest desire to set our eyes on Jesus at His return. "There is no place in our foreheads for the seal of the living God" if it is filled with the cares and pleasures of this world (Broadside, Jan. 3, 1849). 
What will God’s end-time people face in the final crisis? 

It is no surprise that much of what Ellen G. White wrote about the Sabbath has to do with its proper observance. Believers are in danger of "doing their own pleasure on the Sabbath day" and hence are in no condition to receive the seal of the living God. "We have not, as a people, given the law of God the preeminence as we should" (Selected Messages, 3:258). 
All who receive the seal described in Revelation 7 will suffer severe tests. "Close and unexpected tests" will be brought upon believers "to see who are worthy to receive the seal of the living God" (Testimonies, 5:382).
Even the crisis over worshiping the image of the beast (Rev 3:47) will begin before the seal is applied (see 7BC 976). But "all who prove their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of the living God." Those who give up the truth will receive the mark of the beast (ibid). 
Thus no one will receive the seal of God without knowing what it is to suffer for Christ's sake. Believers will "have trials to pass through" that are "keen and cutting, in order that they may be purified and fitted through suffering to receive the seal of the living God" (Early Writings, p. 67). 
The Mark of the Beast: - 

Understanding that the seal of God is the Sabbath day, do you think the devil can have a counterfeit for his day for the beast? Yes, he does! 
"The Bible says remember the Sabbath day. The Catholic church say NO! By my divine power, I abolish the Sabbath day and command you to keep holy the first day of the week. And lo, the entire civilized world bows down in reverent obedience to the command of the holy Catholic church."- Father Enright, American Sentinel, June 1893. 

What is the Mark of the beast? Yes, Sunday! Sunday is the mark of the beast. But note this no one yet who keep Sunday at the moment has received the Mark of the beast, Sunday, because "And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads."- Rev. 13:16. Sunday will have to be enforced from the USA nationally and then the whole world will follow, thus thats when all men who will choose the Sunday enforced by law in the world will receive it, in their "right hand" meaning they will keep the enforced Sunday for the sake of "buying or selling", only those who will keep the Sabbath, and refuse the Sunday will not be allowed to do so and others will go for this Sunday, they will know that the Sabbath is Saturday, they will choose the popular side, that is why it is said they will receive it on their "foreheads." And Remember I am analysis based on Deuteronomy 11:18. 

The Bible is spot on when it says regarding this Roman system that it shall "think to change times and laws"- Daniel 7:25.
"1). Question: Which is the Sabbath day? "Answer: Saturday is the Sabbath day. 2). "Question: Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?"Answer. "We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church in the Council of Laodicea, transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday."-Peter Geiermann, C.S.S.R., The Converts Catechism of Catholic Doctrine Third Edition.
Is Receiving the Seal Impossible? Ellen White's earliest comment on how to achieve the lofty spiritual preparation required was simple and straightforward: Draw "nearer and nearer to the Lord and be earnestly seeking that preparation necessary to enable us to stand in the battle in the day of the Lord" (Early Writings, p. 71).
Jesus is our only Mediator: When our surrender is complete and we call on Him with implicit faith to give us grace sufficient to walk with Him victoriously, are we not doing what Enoch did before the flood? Indeed, Enoch is often cited by Ellen G. White as an example of those who will be alive and translated at the second coming (see, e.g., Testimonies, 2:122; Christ's Object Lessons, p. 332). 

The Sabbath is an eternal reminder of our identity. It reminds us of who we are and constantly reinforces the idea that we are created beings, and that our Creator is worthy of our allegiance and worship! 
*** God Bless You! ***
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