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Lesson – 3 (Qtr – 1, 2024) Psalms – The Lord Reigns
Memory Text: - “The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength; indeed, the world is established, firm and secure” (Psalms 93:1). 
Introduction: - Most of the Psalms uphold the belief in God’s sovereign reign. It is because the Lord created and sustains everything that He had created. He is the Sovereign King over the whole world, and He rules the world with justice and righteousness. His laws and statutes are good and bring life to those who keep them. 
He is Sovereign because the Lord is a just Judge who ensures that the world remains well ordered, and He does so by rewarding the righteous and punishing the wicked, but in His time, not ours. And this is because His name is Majestic in all the earth “Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in the heavens” as (Psalm 8:1, 9) tells us. 
Only the Creator has the power to bless and cause His people to increase, and thus, the glory of God is seen in the creation, and the Psalms point us to God alone as worthy of worship.

The Lord Reigns: - The declaration “The Lord reigns” is solemnly proclaimed in Psalms 93:1; Psalms 96:10; Psalms 97:1; Psalms 99:1, but its echoes are heard throughout the book of Psalms. 

Question: What does the word ‘Reigns’ mean? 
It means ‘to hold royal office’, ‘rule as king’, and ‘reigns’ as plural noun means ‘the period during which a sovereign rule’. Thus, He is ‘Supreme, He is the ‘Judge’, He is the final authority. Everything begins and ends with Him - the end of violence and conflict; the end of brokenness. 
God's reign brings wholeness and fullness of life. All things are as God intended them to be. Peace and harmony are restored in all relationships. We are at peace with God, with ourselves, with one another, with the world, and with creation.

There are eight Psalms particularly (Psalm 47; Psalm 93; Psalm 94; Psalm 95; Psalm 96; Psalm 97; Psalm 98; Psalm 99) that deal with the idea of God’s kingship. Only two of them are titled — Psalms 47 (to the sons of Korah) and 98 (simply “A Psalm”). As we consider this collection, it is instructive to recall the importance of the kingdom of God, or kingdom of heaven (as it is referred to in Matthew’s Gospel), in the New Testament. Let us look at these Psalms:
Psalms 47 - begins by summoning “all peoples” to clap and shout with songs of joy because the Lord/the Most High is awesome and a great king over the whole earth (Psalm 47:1–2). “All peoples” in this instance likely refers to all Israelites, for in the very next breath the psalmist notes that God’s kingship was manifested by subduing other nations while selecting the loved and chosen pride of Jacob (Psalms 47:3–4). 
In this hymn/Psalms — with its strong emphasis on praise — God has gone up (presumably to the divine throne) while accompanied with shouts and trumpet blares. This marvelous scene calls to sing praises to the divine king. 
Indeed, how would praise not be appropriate, given God’s kingship over the whole earth (47:5–7)? This reference to ‘all the earth’ provides a natural declaration that, God rules over all nations from the holy throne (Psalms 47:8).
Psalm 93: - This Psalms is brief, but profound in its claim. Here we are told that the Lord is king and outfitted — for a king must dress like a king! 

“The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and armed with strength; indeed, the world is established, firm and secure” (Psalms 93:1). The Lord is clothed with honor, majesty, and strength writes the author of the lesson. 

In case there is any doubt about the sort of power this king exercises, it is compared to the roaring of mighty rivers — floods, according to most translations. But these are nothing compared to the Lord’s power (Psalms 93:3–4). 
Psalms 94: - Neither the noun ‘king’ nor the verb ‘rule’ occurs in Psalm 94. Still, the focus is on a God able to avenge wrongdoing as judge of the earth (Psalms 94:1–2). “O Lord, you God of vengeance, you God of vengeance, shine forth! Rise up, O judge of the earth; give to the proud what they deserve!” 

· God is not called king in this, but God acts as a king. The world is full of arrogant, wicked people who make a divine judge necessary (Psalms 94:3). 
Psalms 95: - Psalm 95 is a straightforward about worship, praising God as king. It begins by summoning the people to exalt (praise) God with their voices. Thanksgiving and songs of praise are invoked (Psalms 95:1–2). The grounds for this are in verse 3 “the Lord is a great God and a great king above all gods.” 

· Praise and worship are the only appropriate response and a wondrous activity for God’s people. Indeed, we are truly a worshipping community and our worship is always to our God and King. 
Psalms 96 - Psalms 96 is a glorious hymn of praise that is full with commands geared to highlight God’s reign as king (Psalms 96:10). In all, there are 18 imperatives (requirements) (second-person commands) or jussives (first- or third-person commands), all directed to acknowledge God as one who rules, judges, brings salvation, works in the people’s behalf, and acts with righteousness and truth. (Zabur 96 - Awo ek nawan geet, Rabb layi gao…) 
Three times we (“all the earth”) are urged to sing to God or bless God’s name (96:1–2). [Author’s Note 2] Twice we are told to tell about the Lord’s salvation daily or declare God’s glory or works among all the people (96:2b–3). Three times we are to ascribe to the Lord: to ascribe (credit /attribute) glory and strength, and the glory due to God’s name (96:7–8). As well, we are to bring an offering and enter God’s courts as well as worship the Lord outfitted with holiness. The whole earth is even to tremble before God (96:8b–9). Reaching something of an achievement, we should say among the nations: “The Lord is king” (96:10). 
Finally, the heavens are to be glad, the earth is to rejoice, the sea and everything in it are to roar, the fields and their contents are to exult, and the trees are to sing for joy before the Lord (96:11–12). 
Question: So, what does Psalm 96 teach us? God deserves worship with God’s greatness (96:4). All other gods are not gods, but the God deserving of praise made the heavens (here meaning everything; 96:5). In God’s sanctuary are found honor, majesty, strength, and beauty (96:6). 
Question: How could one not praise that? This Lord, who is king, will judge the peoples with fairness, righteousness, and truth (96:10, 13). Only one command is fitting in light of such a deity, regardless of the precise word used: worship. God is king. God’s people are a worshipping community, and God’s world is a worshipping entity. 
Psalms 97 and Psalms 75: In Psalm 97 and Psalms 75:1-10, the idea of God’s kingship and as Judge is connected to the idea of God’s universality. This is seen immediately when the earth is called to rejoice and the coastlands are urged to be glad that the Lord reigns (97:1). God’s majesty and power are demonstrated by clouds/thick darkness and a throne supported by righteousness and justice (97:2). 
A fire that consumes God’s enemies emanates from the divine presence (97:3). The whole world is lighted up by divine lightning, which the world, while trembling, sees (97:4). Mountains — which symbolize size, permanence, grandeur — incredibly melt before the Lord (97:5). All these passages bring out the idea of God who also reigns as Sovereign Judge. 
· These Psalms call us to rejoice in anticipation of God’s judgments (Psalms 67:4; Psalms 96:10-13; Psalms 98:4-9), as good news for those covered by the blood of Christ. 

Mindful of His Covenant: Psalms 97 concludes by noting that those who love the Lord also hate evil. In turn, the Lord preserves the lives of the holy ones (i.e., saints), keeping them from the wicked (97:10). Light and joy are sown for these saints, now referred to as the righteous/upright in heart (97:11). 

In Psalm 98, God’s actions in behalf of God’s elect people — experienced by Israel but seen by everyone else — prompt praise. Israel is to sing a new song in response to the Lord’s marvelous deeds, which include securing victory, revealing victory/vindication (of Israel) to the nations, and remembering divine commitments made to Israel (98:1–3). But, as noted, the praise called for is not confined to Israel: “all the earth” should break forth in song (98:4)
God’s people are safe and secure because the Lord placed His dwelling place in Zion (Psalms 76:1-2) and established His everlasting covenant with them as His treasured possession (Psalms 94:14; Psalms 105:8-10). 
Question: How does God keep His Covenant? God does not simply promise not to reject His covenantal people—He actively works to keep them secure in Him.  

· He forgives their sins (Psalms 103:3); 
· He instructs, blesses, and strengthens His people (Psalms 25:8-11; Psalms 29:11; Psalms 105:24). 
· God’s judgments are given to turn the people to righteousness and to demonstrate that God cares for them (Psalms 94:8-15).
Question: What are the requirements to keep this covenant in good standing? When God remembers His covenant, it involves more than awareness or memory because it always leads to action (Genesis 8:1; 1 Samuel 1:19; Psalms 98:3; Psalms 105:42-44). Similarly, when the people are called to remember God’s wonders and judgments, it means that the people should live in ways that honor God. 
In this covenant, Israel’s primary calling is to remain faithful to the covenant by observing God’s laws (Psalms 78:5-7; Psalms 105:45). God’s people also are called to bear witness about God to other nations because the Lord wishes all nations to join His people Israel (Psalms 105:1-2). 
Ellen G. White writes, “Yet God had chosen Israel. He had called them to preserve among men the knowledge of His law, and of the symbols and prophecies that pointed to the Saviour. He desired them to be as wells of salvation to the world. What Abraham was in the land of his sojourn, what Joseph was in Egypt, and Daniel in the courts of Babylon, the Hebrew people were to be among the nations. They were to reveal God to men.” (DA p. 272) 
Psalm 99 is the last hymn in these eight Psalms celebrating the Lord’s kingship over Israel and the whole earth. The psalms declare that the Lord is great and reigns in Zion — where the great temple is found — and therefore exalted over all the peoples (99:2). Clearly, God’s kingship cannot go unnoticed. 

God’s promises, His covenants and His testimonies are sure. The world is thus secure in the protective covenant of the Almighty and merciful God who reigns forever (Psalms 89:28-34). 
Conclusion: What did we learn from this lesson? 
· The foundation of God’s sovereignty is based in the Creation. The Lord is the Maker of the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1) and humanity (Genesis 1:26).
· The various Psalmists proclaim that YHWH is the ruler over all the world and the nations.
· The sovereignty of the Lord is inseparably intertwined in His work as Judge.
· As Judge, God intercedes for His people because of His covenant with them.
· He is faithful to the rules of this treaty because the Law of His covenant is the foundation of His kingdom. 
Let us continue to live with an attitude of praise and rejoicing. For our Lord reigns! 

***** God Bless You! ***** 
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