Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 1, 2024) Psalms – Your Mercy Reaches Unto the Heavens 


Lesson – 7 (Qtr – 1, 2024) Psalms – Your Mercy Reaches Unto the Heavens 
Gladadventministries.com

Scripture Text: “I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples. For great is your (mercy) love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies.” Psalms 57: 9-10 NIV
Introduction: The Psalms emphasizes that people are fully dependent on God’s mercy. And it is good that God’s mercy is everlasting, as we see in both God’s creation and the history of God’s people (Psalms 136:1-26). 

The mercy of the Lord is a much-spoken subject in the Word of God. The word "mercy" appears there over 250 times and today we will have a look at some of these occurrences. 

Question: - What is Mercy? 
To understand what mercy is, let us look at a parable in Luke 10:30-37. Here, Jesus is using a parable of a Good Samaritan to answer the question of a lawyer about who is his neighbor. … “But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion.” … “On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, "Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you." So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" and he said, "He who showed MERCY on him."
Mercy therefore is to have compassion on someone; to help out of love without expecting something in return. And the Lord is very rich in it as Ephesians 2:4-6 tells us: “But God who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ.” 
I Peter 1:3 - "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant MERCY has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead"

Luke 1:50 - "His mercy is on those who fear Him, from generation to generation"

*His Mercy Endures Forever: Let us look at Psalms and see how the Psalmists portrayed God’s mercy. Psalms 136:1-26 has a running theme of God’s mercy/love that endures forever. “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.” “Mercy” (Hebrew khesed, “steadfast love”) conveys God’s goodness and loyalty to His creation and to His covenant with Israel. The refrain “For His mercy endures forever” is repeated 26 times in Psalms 136:1-26, thus reassuring everyone that the Lord does not change and will repeat His past favors to each new generation.
Psalm 111:4 says, "He is full of compassion." It is interesting how often when we relate to God, we are not really sure who He is. God is not part mercy. God is mercy. God is everything mercy could ever hope to be. He is full of compassion. 

Psalm 119:64 says, "The earth, O Lord, is full of Your mercy." Psalm 119:156 says, "Great are Your tender mercies, O Lord." Psalm 145:8 says, "The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. Great in mercy." 

Our heavenly Father is always merciful. And the Bible even calls His throne, "the throne of grace” “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16). 

Secondly, it is His ‘mercy’ that makes all His benefits possible. Psalm 103:2 says, "Bless the Lord and forget not all His benefits." 

Question: What are those benefits? Look at verse 3, "Who forgives, who heals." Verse 4, "Who redeems, who crowns." Verse 5 says, "Who satisfies." It is just one verb after another telling you about the benefits of our Lord. It is God who is merciful, who provides healing, forgiveness, redemption, crowns us, and satisfies us. God does it all because He is a merciful God.
The third thing that is involved in the mercy of God is His patience. Look please at Psalm 103:8-9 again. It says, "The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger." That is the word "patient." 

Lamentations 3:22 – “It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not.”
Psalm 86:5 – “For You, Lord, are good and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.”

Psalm 105 says, "The Lord is good. His mercy is everlasting." 
In Psalm 89:1-2 “(Maschil of Ethan the Ezrahite.]] I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever:… 
Psalm 138:8 says, "Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever." 
*Create in Me a Clean Heart: - Looking at Psalm 51, we see the Psalmist appealing to God for His mercy. He was asking for the forgiveness of sins during the spiritually darkest moments in his life recorded in (2 Samuel 12:1-31). Thus, he pleads in Psalm 51:1-2 saying, ‘Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions….” 
Psalm51:7 – “Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.” 
Question: What is a ‘Hyssop’? Hyssop, (Hyssopus officinalis), evergreen garden herb of the mint family (Lamiaceae), grown for its aromatic leaves and flowers and has long been used as a flavouring for foods and beverages and as a folk medicine. 
History and uses: Hyssop is used in foods and remedies and claimed to treat various ailments, including ulcers, herpes, and cancer. A strong tea made of the leaves and sweetened with honey is a traditional remedy for nose, throat, and lung afflictions and is sometimes applied externally to bruises. 

The hyssop of the Bible, was historically used in ritual cleansing of lepers. The first appearance of hyssop in the Bible is in Exodus 12:21-22 during the first Passover. "Go and select lambs for yourselves according to your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop and dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. None of you shall go out of the door of his house until the morning" (Exodus 12:21–22). Thus, Hyssop is linked to ceremonial cleansing. 

David used hyssop as a symbol for spiritual purification in his psalm of repentance. He realized that he needed to be cleansed of his uncleanness inside and out. He called upon God to cleanse his adulterous heart, using the ceremonially purifying hyssop as a metaphor for his inward cleansing.
*Reading Psalms 130:1-8. How are the gravity of sin and hope for sinners portrayed?
“There is forgiveness [selihah_] with You” (Psalms 130:4). This expression comes from the Hebrew verb _salah (“pardon, forgive”). 
The Lord is the only subject of this verb in the entire Old Testament. Selihah means that forgiveness is an act made by God alone. 
The foundation of this forgiveness is the mercy of the Lord (Psalms 86:5). 
David expresses his sentiments that his appeals to God’s forgiveness will eradicate the record of sins (Micah 7:19) “You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.” 

Hans K. LaRondelle, in his book ‘Deliverance in the Psalms (Berrien Springs, MI: First Impressions, 1983), pp. 180, 181.; writes, “He knows that “God is not angry by nature. His love is everlasting. His ‘anger’ is aroused only by man’s failure to appreciate His love. . . . The purpose of His anger is not to wound, but rather to heal man; not to destroy but to save His covenant people” 
Hosea 6:1-2, “Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to pieces but He will heal us; He has injured us but He will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will restore us, that we may live in his presence.”
Life Application: - What are the lessons for our spiritual lives in the study of the Hebrew expressions for mercy that we have considered in our study lesson? There are many lessons to learn from this study:

1. There is forgiveness. Hebrew word [selihah_] with You” (Psalms 130:4). “But with you there is forgiveness, so that we can, with reverence, serve you.” Selihah means that forgiveness is an act made by God alone. The foundation of this forgiveness is the mercy of the Lord (Psalms 86:5).
2. Forgiveness is the removal of sins. The psalmist implores God for His pardon in full assurance that his sin will be removed (Psalms 25:11-18) 

3. Hesed (mercy) is more than a tender feeling in God’s heart. It is deliverance and protection. It is real action on the part of God to His people.
4. The Lord’s compassion is eternal; that is, it’s always available to us. 

5. Finally, selihah (forgiveness) provides us new insights into the depths and breadth of the loving-kindness of our Creator. It also emphasizes that we should be as merciful and kind to our neighbors as God is to us.
All these lessons are masterfully assembled together by Jesus in the parable of “the unforgiving servant” (Matthew 18:23-35). It illustrates the Old Testament hesed of God toward our desperate condition. If we are troubled by any sin or wrong doings, understand that the Lord is merciful and come to Him for forgiveness and cleansing.                              **** God Bless You! ****
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