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Lesson – 10 (Qtr. – 3, 2025) Exodus – The Covenant and the Blueprint
Scripture Text: - “So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, ‘All the words which the LORD has said we will do’" (Exodus 24:3, NKJV)
Introduction: - God as the Creator and Redeemer had always desired to be with His people and to dwell in their midst. He created us to be in close fellowship with Him. He wanted a close relationship with His people. That’s why He said to Moses in Exodus 25:8 "And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them", (The operative verb here שָׁכַן (shakan) = "To dwell, to abide, to reside, to inhabit"). 
Is there is a relationship between the “dwelling” of Exodus 25:8 and John 1:14.? 

God’s people didn’t just receive instructions. They received an invitation into relationship. This week’s lesson into Exodus 24–31 shows how God outlines a blueprint for His presence.

In the Covenant and the Blueprint, we see a people affirming their commitment: “...'All the words which the Lord has said we will do'” (Exodus 24:3, NKJV). What follows reveals God’s desire to dwell among His people, to shape their lives, worship, and their future. 
This verse is a divine instruction from God to the Israelites to build a portable sanctuary that would serve as the dwelling place for His presence among them. Yet, if we can build meaningful relationships with each other and the people, this can be true with our vertical relationship with God. It can be an uplifting and growth-filled experience, but only if we spend time with Him. 
How do we spend time with Him? It would be by studying His Word (God Speaking to us), Praying (opening our hearts to God), Witnessing to others about Christ’s Death, resurrection, return (engaging in God’s mission). 
The Book and the Blood - 

The covenant with Israel was executed in blood and confirmed through the tabernacle and sacrificial system. This is very deep. What is the relationship between the covenant and obedience? 
Let’s read Exodus 24:1-7 (Vs. 1-3; 6-8): ‘People made a promise in verse 3. Then in Vs. 6 Moses made it a binding covenant by sprinkling blood on them.’ God’s covenant isn’t only about laws; it’s about relationship with God. He brings us to Himself before He brings us to the Promised Land. Obedience grows out of connection. As we spend time in His presence, we are transformed. The blood of the covenant was sprinkled on the people, indicating that only by Christ’s merits was Israel able to follow God’s instructions. 
The sanctuary blueprint shows us God’s heart: to dwell with us, guide us, and teach us how to live holy lives. This covenant is both sacred and communal, requiring personal response and collective faithfulness. 
The blood sprinkled on the mercy seat is the mercy of Christ, the blood of Christ that brings forgiveness of sins in relationships even today! 

Seeing God – 

"Seeing God" refers to a divine encounter, but its meaning varies: in the Abrahamic faiths, it can be a future, spiritual vision of God's glory or a metaphor for deep knowledge of God through faith and the life of Jesus. In Hinduism, it can describe a profound experience of divine presence, often in deep meditation (Samadhi). In a less literal sense, it can mean recognizing God's presence in everyday events, through inner peace, or by receiving divine wisdom. In Islam, it is believed that in Jannah (Paradise), true believers will have a clear and unquestionable vision of Allah, without any hardship or confusion.
How do we see God? – 

It can also refer to the ability to recognize God's influence in everyday life, such as through answered prayers, unexpected help, or a profound sense of inner peace. 

One can "see" God through faith, by knowing His qualities and attributes through His creation and Scripture.

In Exodus 24:9-18 we find an amazing experience of the children of Israel with God. This was a time of reestablishment of the covenant with God, Moses again climbed Sinai. (Read Vs. 9-10) 
In the beginning of this climb, Moses was not alone. He had the excellent company of 73 Israelite leaders. For the leaders, this was the pinnacle experience: they saw God (theophany), and twice the text underlines this amazing reality. It was also a time for the leaders, by eating together, to seal the covenant with God. This was a fellowship meal based on faith and obedience. To be invited to a meal was a special treat that was not extended to everyone. 
In the Middle Eastern custom and biblical times (and to a certain extent today), eating together was a high experience, great honor, and privilege. It offered forgiveness and formed a bond of friendship. It implied being there for each other and staying together in times of crisis and problems. 

This insight helps us to understand the New Testament culture where Jesus Christ was heavily criticized for eating with sinners (Luke 5:30). Jesus was looking for faithfulness and obedience in relationships. 
The author expounds that when believers celebrate the Lord’s Supper, they also establish this close bond with other believers who are sinners like themselves. During this meal, we celebrate the forgiveness and salvation that we have in Jesus (see Matt. 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-25, 1 Cor. 11:23-29). 
Power to Obey – From where does this power come? 
"Power to obey" is a Christian concept referring to the divine ability to follow God's commandments, which is given to believers through faith and the Holy Spirit, enabling them to live righteously and reflect their love for Christ. It is not a result of human willpower but a gift from God that empowers individuals to overcome challenges and fulfill their purpose, as described in various biblical passages. 

Question: - How does obedience take place in our lives? 

Obedience is one of the ways Christians grow in following God. Because we love Jesus, we obey His teachings and follow in His ways. God's will is that we follow His commands and that we remain in His love. 
What God commands, He empowers us to do. The prophet Ezekiel makes this point very clear Ezekiel 36:26-27 – “A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.”
Obedience is important, even if we humans are weak, broken, fragile, and sinful. 
Encouraging the believers at Philippi Paul tells them, “For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.” Philippians 2:13. God gathers us, cleanses us and moves us to keep His law. What He is doing, you will do.  

In the Midst of His People – 

"In the midst of His people" refers to God's active, powerful, and intimate presence among His followers. In (Zephaniah 3:17) we read, “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.” 
In (Matthew 18:20) “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

These passages signifies that God is not distant but actively involved, dwelling within believers through His Spirit and present where His followers gather in faith and for His purposes. 
God has always delighted to be amidst His people. His dwelling in the sanctuary among His people highlights His presence and power with them. His presence allows for deep fellowship and connection with Him and signifies His mighty power available to them. 

Read Exodus 25:1-9. What crucial, practical, and theological truths are seen in these verses? 

He instructed Moses to build a sanctuary: "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them" (Exod. 25:8, NIV). God wanted to show them tangibly that He indeed was with them. Even though they had done wrong many times, He had not forsaken them, and "after they were again taken into favor with Heaven" (Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 343), they were given the divine command, and the process of building the sanctuary began.
Question: - Is God confined to the Sanctuary or a temple? 
No! Paul at Areopagus in Athens states: "The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands" (Acts 17:24, NIV). Also, King Solomon states: "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have built!" (1 Kings 8:27, ESV). The sanctuary was to be where God would manifest His presence to them. 

We are given many details of the Sanctuary and its services. It served as a blueprint for specific instructions on how to build and furnish the tabernacle according to the pattern God showed Moses (Exod. 25:9-40; Exod. 26:30), which was a reflection of the heavenly sanctuary (Heb. 8:1-2; Heb. 9:11). 

Filled With the Spirit of God – What does that mean? 
"Filled with the Spirit of God," refers to being controlled, empowered, and guided by the Holy Spirit, rather than being filled once for all. It means a continuous yielding of one's life to Christ and a surrender of the will, resulting in boldness, moral living, and the production of good works like love, joy, and peace, all for the glory of God. 
It means being under the spiritual influence of God, allowing the Holy Spirit to dominate one's thoughts, actions, and motivations.

It is a continuous, ongoing process where a believer yields their will to God. allowing the Holy Spirit to work through them to live out God's purpose. 
How to Be Spirit-Filled:

· Being receptive to the Holy Spirit's presence and power. 

· Ask God to fill them with His Spirit. 

· Confess and repent of your sins through the sacrifice of Jesus. 

· Trust in God's hope and believe in His promises.
Thought Question: - How many times have you said, "All that the Lord tells me to do, I will do"? How successful were you in your efforts?
The tabernacle was a special place where atonement was accomplished for the confessed sins of God’s people…Justification, sanctification, and judgment were all taught there. Every animal sacrifice pointed to the death of Jesus, the forgiveness of sins, and, eventually, the blotting out of sins. And, too, along with the sacrifices was the presence of God’s law, the standard of righteousness.

"The law of God, enshrined within the ark, was the great rule of righteousness and judgment. That law pronounced death upon the transgressor; but above the law was the mercy seat, upon which the presence of God was revealed, and from which, by virtue of the atonement, pardon was granted to the repentant sinner. Thus in the work of Christ for our redemption, symbolized by the sanctuary service, ‘mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.’ Psalm 85:10."—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 349.
*** God Bless You! ***
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