Lesson – 1 Qtr. – 4, 2025 Lessons of Faith from Joshua                       GM 


Lesson – 1 (Qtr. – 4, 2025) Recipe for Success 
Scripture Text: - “‘Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go’” (Joshua 1:7, NKJV).
Introduction: - This quarter, the lesson studies are based on the book of Joshua, the sixth book in the Old Testament. [From the Adult Sabbath School Bible Study Guide=BSG:] It is about new possibilities. Moses, who had dominated 40 years of Israel’s history, belonged in the past. The Exodus from Egypt and the wanderings in the wilderness, tragically marked by rebellion and stubbornness, had ended. A new generation, [supposedly] willing to obey God, was ready to enter the Promised Land, not as an expectation to live up to but as a possibility to live into. —BSG* for Sabbath Afternoon, September 27. 

Question - What is the purpose of the book of Joshua? 

“The primary purpose of the book of Joshua is to describe Israel’s entry into the land of promise, the conquest of the land, and its division among the tribes. This purpose underlies the message of the book, namely, the faithfulness of God in fulfilling the promise of land made to Abraham. The book emphasizes God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises (Josh. 21:43-45).”—Andrews Bible Commentary (Andrews University Press, 2020), p. 365.

Recipe for Success – 

Question - From the story of Joshua, was there a recipe for success? Did Israel follow that recipe?
Moses gave them a recipe, “Then Moses called Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel, ‘Be strong and of good courage, for you must go with this people to the land which the LORD has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you shall cause them to inherit it. And the LORD, He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you nor forsake you; do not fear nor be dismayed” (Deut. 31:7-8, NKJV).
Though the book of Joshua was written more than three millennia ago, the world in which we live today is not so different from that of Joshua’s in its spiritual challenges. We might face challenges of a different nature, but nonetheless there are challenges, especially spiritual ones, that threaten our security, our faith, and the fulfillment of the mission God has entrusted to His people. The example of Joshua will certainly inspire us to claim God’s promises concerning our times and to succeed through His power, as he did.
A “New Moses” – A Successor to Moses Is Chosen by God – 

Joshua was commissioned as his successor soon after Moses’s great sin at Kadesh-Barnea of misrepresenting God by striking the rock instead of speaking to the rock. 
Question - How do you explain the sin of Moses as described in Numbers 20:9-12?
Numbers 20:9-12: 9Moses went and got the stick [Aaron’s “rod” that had budded; it was kept in the most holy place], as the LORD had commanded. 10 He and Aaron assembled the whole community in front of the rock, and Moses said, “Listen, you rebels! Do we [implying “we” Moses and Aaron rather than God] have to get water out of this rock for you?” 11Then Moses raised the stick and struck the rock twice with it [as he had done previously at God’s command], and a great stream of water gushed out, and all the people and animals drank. [He had been instructed only to speak to the rock!] 12 But the LORD reprimanded Moses and Aaron. He said, “Because you did not have enough faith to acknowledge my holy power before the people of Israel, you will not lead them into the land that I promised to give them.”—

Question - Was Moses’s problem in taking Aaron’s rod that had budded and using it to strike the rock? Or, was it in not trusting the LORD to work things out in His own way? By exclaiming, “Must we bring water?” was Moses claiming for himself divine power?
Commenting on this Ellen G. White writes, ‘Had not the life of Moses been marred with that one sin, in failing to give God the glory of bringing water from the rock at Kadesh, he would have entered the Promised Land, and would have been translated to heaven without seeing death. But he was not long to remain in the tomb. Christ Himself, with the angels who had buried Moses, came down from heaven to call forth the sleeping saint. Satan had exulted at his success in causing Moses to sin against God, and thus come under the dominion of death. The great adversary declared that the divine sentence— “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (Genesis 3:19.)— gave him possession of the dead. The power of the grave had never been broken, and all who were in the tomb he claimed as his captives, never to be released from his dark prison house. —Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets* 478.2.
Question - When God told Moses that he would not be allowed to take the children of Israel across the Jordan into the land of Palestine, what did Moses do? 

Numbers 27:15-17, “Moses prayed, “LORD God, source of all life, appoint, I pray, a man who can lead the people, and can command them in battle, so that your community will not be like sheep without a shepherd.” I believe this is an important question for us to ponder in today’s leadership crisis. 
Cross! Take! Divide! Serve!

Looking at Deuteronomy 18:15 and Joshua 1:1-2, we find parallels among both the leaders that they were appointed by God. 
Moses had been told in (Deuteronomy 18:15) that a new leader would be coming like Moses himself. In Joshua 1:1-2, the LORD spoke to Joshua and, “He said, “My servant Moses is dead. Get ready now, you and all the people of Israel, and cross the Jordan River into the land that I am giving them.” 
As a successor to Moses, Joshua was both a humble servant of God and a strong warrior. God called Him to lead the nation of Israel to take possession of Canaan, the Promised Land—a task he took on with faith and courage. 

God encouraged Joshua to stand firm and to be ready for the challenges which were ahead. In fact, God promised him that wherever he walked in the land of Palestine, it would become territory for his descendants in the future. 
That should remind us that Abraham was given the same promise about 400 years earlier in Genesis 13:17, “Now, go and look over the whole land, because I am going to give it all to you.”
We need to remember that it was Caleb and Joshua who stood firm for the truth and for God’s plan. (See Numbers 14:6,30,38.) God was faithful to His promise. Both Caleb and Joshua entered the land and inherited some of the property.

In the book of Joshua, we find series of divine initiatives, in each initiative, God gives a specific task to Joshua related to the conquest of Canaan. These initiatives can be seen through in Cross (Josh. 1:1-5:12), Take (Josh. 5:13-12:24), Divide (Josh. 13:1-21:45), and culminates in Service (Josh. 22:1-24:33). 
Is that a pattern for us even today? Yes, the church, under the leadership of

Christ, the new Joshua, is summoned to advance toward the fulfillment of God’s promises. The pattern of the covenant remains unaltered: God gives us what we cannot obtain for ourselves, and He waits for our obedience, which expresses our confidence in His love, wisdom, and power. The question remains: Will our generation trust in the ability of the Divine to bring His plan “to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6, NIV)? As the present generation stands at the border of the heavenly Canaan, the divine appeal still resounds powerfully: “‘Only be strong and very courageous’” (Josh. 1:7, NKJV). —T-BSG* 13.
The Israelites were camped on the eastern edge of the Jordan River on the plains of Moab. They could look across the flooded Jordan River and also the fortified city of Jericho. God’s first command to them was to cross the river. 

The structure of the book of Joshua itself conveys its main message: God’s initiatives are not accomplished automatically. Instead, they require the faithful response of His people. We are then called to obey and do what God commands us to do.
Heirs of Promises – 

Question - What gift did God give Joshua because of his faithfulness to God?
In Joshua 1:2-3, the Lord tells Joshua that He is giving the land to them. The land was a gift from the Lord, who was the real Owner. And they became heirs of the promise given to them through Abraham. 

And then in Joshua 6:2 where the LORD says to Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor.” What is interesting is that this “gift” is followed by instructions as to what God wanted the armies of Israel to do. 

The army of Israel is instructed to walk around the city of Jericho once a day for 6 days.  They were preceded by the Ark of the Covenant and the priests and did as told not speaking.  Then on the 7th day, they arose early and marched around the city 7 times as instructed.  At the conclusion of that march, Joshua commanded, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city!” (Joshua 6:16). They shouted loudly and the walls fell down and the city was conquered. 
Question - What is the lesson for us here? Similarly, our salvation is a gift of God – Ephesians 2:4-9 makes this clear. It is by His grace we are saved. Paul emphasizes God’s grace and that it is not of our own works (earned).

John 3:16 – God “gave His only begotten Son…”, which is a precious gift!  

Romans 6:23 again notes this. The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus… (NOTE: Different Greek word than Ephesians 2:8)

Be Strong – 

Before his death, Moses appointed Joshua as the new leader of Israel (Numbers 27:18–23). He charged Joshua with these words from God: “Be strong and courageous, for you shall bring the people of Israel into the land that I swore to give them. I will be with you” (Deuteronomy 31:23, ESV). 
What three things did God tell Joshua to do? 

After Moses was translated, the Lord directed Joshua to lead Israel into the promised land. The Lord assured Joshua that He would be with him and commanded him to be strong and courageous, keep the law of Moses, divide the land among the people, and study and meditate the word of God continually. We read that in (Joshua 1:7-9) 
After Moses died, God’s blessing came upon Joshua just as it had been on Moses: “And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. So, the people of Israel obeyed him” (Deut. 34:9) Joshua 1:5, ESV).
Appeal - If we were there, would we have the faith to believe that God would enable us to cross the flooded Jordan River? What does the ‘flooded’ River Jordan represent for us today? 
Question - How can we apply the words of encouragement given to Joshua in our daily spiritual struggles?
Today, in fulfilling the mission entrusted to us by Christ, Christians face similar challenges to those of Joshua; that is, they are required to wage war against our own sinful tendencies, against the principalities, powers, and rulers of the darkness of this age, and against the hosts of wickedness. We face them every day. 

Like Joshua, we also have the assuring promise of Christ’s presence: “‘I am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt. 28:20, NKJV). As the supporting presence of the Lord was enough to expel the fears of Joshua, so it should be sufficient to banish our doubts and anxieties today. The challenge for us is to know the Lord well enough to trust in Him and His promises. 

Prosperous and Successful – 

Our past sins are a part of the permanent record of history. They can never be changed. However, God’s challenge to us is to do better in the future, stop sinning, and “grow in grace.” God has often commanded His faithful followers to do what might seem like incredible things. 
Nearing the end of his life, Joshua gathered all the leaders of Israel one last time for a final charge and renewal of their covenant with God (Joshua 23:2; 24:1–28).

He reminded them of how God came through for them in all their battles against their enemies. He urged them to cling to God and warned them of the consequences if they did not do so. Person standing at cross roads having to make a choice. Then, he spoke these well-known words:

“Choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15, ESV). 
God intends for us to prosper and succeed in our efforts to follow His plans for us. We will prosper, and we will in God’s terms “be wise.”
Appeal question - What lessons can we learn from Joshua? Here are some key lessons from Joshua’s life:
· A true leader is first a servant

· Having a good mentor can shape you for your destiny

· True faith means obeying God even when His instructions don’t seem to make sense in human eyes

· Integrity enables us to stand for the truth, even when faced with severe opposition

· Consistency and a connection with God are key elements of true bravery

· God wants us to cooperate with Him, using our skills, talents, and strategies as we rely on Him

Living the life of Joshua After God brought the Israelites out of Egypt, Joshua was just the person He needed for the conquest of Canaan. His skill in the art of war and his close walk with God gave him the qualifications to accomplish this formidable task.
Though we may not be fighting physical battles or conquering land, we still need the kind of faith, integrity, and courage that characterized Joshua’s life.

And the good news is: We can still have those qualities today by depending on the Lord as Joshua did.

The God who saved in Joshua’s time is still the God who saves today! 
*** God Bless You! ***
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