Lesson – 11 (Qtr – 4, 2025) Living in the Land (Gladwin Mathews) 

Lesson – 11 (Qtr. – 4, 2025) Living in the Land 
Scripture Text: - “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” - Proverbs 15:1 NIV
Introduction: - In the year 2011, an Album: God Makes No Mistakes was released by a Christian Music group, The Inspirations. In that album was a beautiful song entitled ‘Living In The Land Of Canaan,’ and the lyrics of that song are: 
‘I'll be living in the land of Canaan, 
Living where the milk and honey flows 

I'll be singing his song forever

Where the half has never been told

Shouting glory hallelujah

When the trumpet blows

I'll be living in the land of Canaan

Living where the milk and honey flows…’
But ever since we began to hear, read and understand the news headlines on the Promise land (Israel & Canaan), we have only come to know that this land, so referred to ‘land of milk and honey’ has been turned into disputes and tension! 
It is true that living in a community can, at times, lead to disputes and tension. This is especially true in a community, such as the church, where people from different backgrounds and social norms—and who are sometimes brought up in completely different cultures—live and work together for a common purpose. 

In this week’s lesson, we will study Joshua 22 and a challenge that arose from a great misunderstanding among the people. Let’s dive into our study! 

In the beginning of the leadership of Joshua, some tribes were commanded to cross the Jordan and participate in the conquest, along with the tribes on the west side of the Jordan (Josh. 1:12–18). Now when the task was accomplished, they were free to return. However, at the east side of the Jordan, they build an altar that raised concern among the West Jordan tribes. 

Question: Was it good to jump to a hasty conclusion about the behavior of others? Were they fostering unity among the tribes? Did they lose the larger scope of their calling and were caught up in distractions? 
How can we foster unity in the church? Why is it important to keep in mind the larger scope of our calling and not to get caught up in distractions? These are some of the questions we are going to deal with this week.
Commitment – In the Joshua 22, Joshua commends and affirms that the tribes of Reuben, Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh from the other side of the Jordan had a significant dedication and sacrifice on behalf of, Israel’s common cause. They fought alongside their brothers for “many days,” which in reality meant about six to seven years (compare with Josh. 11:18, Josh. 14:10, Deut. 2:14). Their wives and children were left at home, on the east side of Jordan, yet they decided to fight loyally along with their brothers, facing the threat of injury and death in war. 

These passages indirectly underline the importance of the unity of the nation and that of the land. Now the question is, ‘Will the Israelite tribes stay united, despite the strong natural border that the Jordan forms between them? 

· Joshua explains the only way that such fidelity has been possible: they did not serve their fellow Israelites but Yahweh Himself, who charged them with their mission.
· In everyday life, we often face challenges and difficulties. can we be motivated to press on ahead, despite the inevitable challenges and discouragements that are part of our everyday life?

Accusations & Misunderstandings: The Altar – (Monday) 
In Joshua 22:9-20 we read about the building of the altar by the eastern tribes on the west side of the Jordan River and the subsequent actions. The people from the west misunderstood the intentions of the eastern people and thought that they were setting up a different place to worship God instead of worshiping God at the Tent/Tabernacle at Shiloh. 
Question: Was it wrong for them to build an altar? Was there any reason? 
The text or passage here does not offer any reason for the act of building the altar, nor does it describe the function of the altar or specific activity related to it. However, if we look at the flashbacks to the first crossing of the Jordan, in chapters 3 and 4, where all Israel entered the edge of the Jordan to cross the river into mainland Canaan. 
In both cases, a structure of stones is erected. The first served as a memorial, while the second is perceived to be an impressive altar. The question that inevitably comes to mind is: “What do these stones mean?” (compare with Josh 4:6, 22). Is this altar built for sacrifices, or is it only a memorial? Are these other tribes already starting to fall into apostasy?
When God revealed the Law of Moses, God prohibited the building of altars other than those He had commanded (Deuteronomy 12:1–14). Yet the tribes on the east side of the Jordan River—Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh—constructed an altar in Joshua 22. As a result, the western tribes felt the Law had been violated and intended to go to war against their own people.
The Gadites, Reubenites, and half-manasseh built an altar as a monument of witness to their shared faith and unity with the other Israelite tribes, not for sacrifices, after settling east of the Jordan River. They feared future generations would be cut off from worship at the main sanctuary, so they built it as a large, visible symbol ("Witness") to ensure remembrance and declare that the Lord was their God too, preventing alienation and division, a misunderstanding swiftly resolved by Phinehas. (son of Eleazer, cleared the eastern tribes of all charges of idolatry.)
Fortunately for all involved, the western tribes investigated the allegation to discover the truth of the situation before they went to war. As it turned out, the altar built by Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh was a memorial to the Lord God. The eastern tribes were separated from their brethren by geography, but they wanted to show their spiritual solidarity. They had built the altar on the east side of the Jordan to show their connection to the rest of the Israelites who lived in the Promised Land proper. The altar was a sign of unity, not rebellion.
Haunted by Israel’s Past at Baal-Peor – (Tuesday) 

Phineas the son of Eleazar and grandson of Aaron was the high priest at that time. He led the delegation to clarify the intent and meaning of the altar. Why was Phineas chosen to lead? At Baal-Peor, Phineas had distinguished himself as being opposed to all false religion by stopping the uprising at Baal-Peor by killing two of the perpetrators. 

Question: Do our past judgments regarding particular situations haunt us by our past experiences or by misinterpretations of the motives of another?
A gentle Answer – (Wednesday) 

The answer of the accused, was very straightforward and powerful as the accusation. They praised God with the opening sentence of the defense in a string of divine names attributed to Israel’s God: El, Elohim, Yahweh (Josh. 22:22). “The Mighty One is God! He is the LORD! The Mighty One is God! He is the LORD! He knows why we did this, and we want you to know too! If we rebelled and did not keep faith with the LORD, do not let us live any longer!” … 
This was a beautiful testimony of faith. It was the fear of separation from Israel, rather than apostasy, was the true ground for their action. Thus, the building of the altar is not evidence of apostasy, as had been supposed. 

The people of Reuben and Gad said, “This altar is a witness to all of us that the LORD is God.” And so they named it “Witness.”

Thought Questions - Have you ever faced any false accusations? How did you deal with them? Does this story give us any ideas about how to resolve conflicts in our churches? Families? Or, communities in 2025? How can we foster unity in the church? 

Conflict Resolution – 

Read Joshua 22:30-34. How does this entire incident give us some insights into conflict resolution and ways of ensuring the unity of the church? (Compare with Psalm 133; John 17:20-23; 1 Pet. 3:8-9.)

The story of Joshua 22 has several principles of communication that can apply to everyday human relationships in the family, church, and community. Consider the following: 
1. When things go wrong, or seem to go wrong, the best thing to do is to communicate instead of suppressing our observations.
2. Even if one is convinced about their judgment, do not jump to hasty conclusions.

3. Talk about the real or perceived problems before you act on your conclusions.

4. Be willing to make a sacrifice in order to achieve unity.

5. When accused, falsely or rightly, give a gentle answer that turns away wrath. 

6. Rejoice and bless God when peace is reestablished.
Ellen G. White admonishes us saying, “It is the will of God that union and brotherly love should exist among His people. The prayer of Christ just before His crucifixion was that His disciples might be one as He is one with the Father, that the world might believe that God had sent Him. This most touching and wonderful prayer reaches down the ages, even to our day; for His words were, ‘Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word.’ John 17:20. While we are not to sacrifice one principle of truth, it should be our constant aim to reach this state of unity.”—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 519, 520.
*** God Bless You! ***
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