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Lesson – 9, (Qtr. – 4, 2025) Heirs of Promises, Prisoners of Hope
Scripture Text: - “Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you double” (Zechariah 9:12, ESV).
Introduction: - The most controversial political issues of our day, that has existed for a long time, is the land dispute between Israel and the Palestinians. Should the Palestinians have a state of their own next to Israel or have they lost their right to live in the area because of their repeated attacks on Jewish civilians? Instead of giving our own opinions and views, let’s go to the Scriptures and see what God has said about the Jews and the land of Israel. Let’s dive into our study of the Bible!

Eden and Canaan – Is the Garden of Eden the same as the Promised Land? To understand this question, we must go to God’s original plan!
Question: - What was God’s original plan for this earth? 

‘In God’s original plan, humanity was designed to subdue (to bring something under control, either through responsible stewardship or spiritual discipline.) the earth (Gen.1:28) and dwell in a place of eternal pleasure called the Garden of Eden (Gen.2:8), where Adam and Eve could enjoy direct contact with Him (Gen. 3:8). In this sedentary (inactive) state, they would enjoy eternal life, conditional upon their loyalty to the Creator. —T-BSG* 120 (Bible Study Guide) 
The Fall and Its Consequences - Eden was the original paradise, the perfect home, where humanity lived in direct communion with God, but it was lost to sin. Ellen G. White comments, ‘Sin [in heaven and then on this earth] disrupted this original plan, leading to the first displacement in human history. Under judgment, Adam and Eve experienced exile, moving out from the Garden (Gen. 3:23, 24). From a theological point of view, movement from the place designed by God marked the consequence of disobedience. In this sense, the first family became also the first spiritual refugees, living as nomads, waiting to return. —T-BSG* 119-121
What were the consequences of the fall as far as a living space for the first human couple?
[From the writings of Ellen G. White:] Satan made his exulting boasts to Christ and to loyal angels that he had succeeded in gaining a portion of the angels in Heaven to unite with him in his daring rebellion. And now that he had succeeded in overcoming Adam and Eve, he claimed that their Eden home was his. He proudly boasted that the world which God had made was his dominion. Having conquered Adam, the monarch of the world, he had gained the race as his subjects, and he should now possess Eden, and make that his head-quarters. And he would there establish his throne, and be monarch of the world. [Satan was hoping to live forever!] But measures were immediately taken in Heaven to defeat Satan in his plans. Strong angels, with beams of light representing flaming swords turning in every direction, were placed as sentinels to guard the way of the tree of life from the approach of Satan and the guilty pair…. Adam was to be exposed to the temptations of Satan while he lived, and was to finally pass through death to dust again. —Ellen G. White, The Review and Herald, * February 24, 1874, par. 19-20. [Satan’s one place in the Garden of Eden was very near the tree of life. After his successful encounter with humans, Satan immediately tried to get to the tree of life so that he could take of the fruit and live forever!]
God has been concerned with humans having land and other beings feeling at home. He created the Garden of Eden for the first couple. The Bible emphasizes the connection between God’s people and the land, from the beginning to the end.
· Moses described the Garden of Eden in ways that identified Eden with the Promised Land. From Moses' perspective, the land to which he was leading Israel in his day was actually the location of the primeval land called Eden. 
He then promised Abram/Abraham a new land for restoration based on his and the descendant’s faithfulness to Him. 
How did Abram/Abraham look at God’s promises of the land that he was to inherit? Even Abram’s family had become pagans!

Genesis 12:1- “The LORD said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s home, and go to a land that I am going to show you.” 
Canaan is the promised land that God pledged to the Israelites as a new, earthly home, representing a restoration of God's blessing and a tangible pledge of His original plan. 
Both locations represent "sacred spaces," with Eden being what was lost, and Canaan being the place of restoration, ultimately pointing toward the final restoration in the "New Creation" or "Heavenly Canaan".
The Garden of Eden was the perfect home God created for Adam and Eve, a place of abundance and divine presence. Through sin, humanity lost their place in Eden and the direct relationship with God that was intended. 

After the fall, God promised to restore His people to a new, blessed land—the land of Canaan – a reflection of Eden: with fertile lands, streams, and resources. It was intended to be a place where God's people could experience a reflection of His blessing on Earth. Canaan represents God's faithfulness in fulfilling His promises and restoring what was broken.

The connection - The Bible traces a storyline of sacred space from Eden to Canaan to the New Jerusalem, showing a progression of God's plan to restore humanity to Himself. Both Eden and Canaan are seen as foreshadowing the ultimate spiritual reality, a heavenly and eternal dwelling place with God that is fully restored through Jesus Christ.
Is the Garden of Eden the same as the promised land? The Israelites occupied and conquered Palestine, or Canaan, beginning in the late 2nd millennium bce, or perhaps earlier; and the Bible justifies such occupation by identifying Canaan with the Promised Land, the land promised to the Israelites by God.
Abraham and the Gift of the Land of Promise – 

In Genesis 13:14-15 - After Lot had left, the LORD said to Abram, “From where you are, look carefully in all directions. I am going to give you and your descendants all the land that you see, and it will be yours forever.” 

Genesis 26:3,24 - [To Isaac:] “Live here, and I will be with you and bless you. I am going to give all this territory to you and to your descendants. I will keep the promise I made to your father Abraham…. 

· There was a special relationship between God, Israel, and the land. Israel received the land from God as a gift. They could have it as long as they were in a covenantal relationship with Yahweh and respected the precepts of the covenant. In other words, they could not have the land and its blessings without the blessing of God.
Question: - As God’s end-time people, don’t we have a land that we are waiting to inherit?
· The [more than] 400-year pilgrimage of Abraham’s children finished with the 40-year journey in the wilderness, where Moses’ final speech, in Deuteronomy, prepared Israel to transition from promise to restoration, from a nomadic to a sedentary state. Theologically, Joshua led Israel in returning to God’s land. This return does not signify that Canaan is the actual location of the Garden of Eden. God’s land is not defined by geographical boundaries but rather by His presence in its midst (Exod. 25:8, Exod. 33:14). —T-BSG* 120-121. [If God had left them in Canaan in Jacob’s day, they would have melted into Canaanite society!]
The Challenges of the Land: - (Tuesday) The Israelites could live in the land that God had given to them as an inheritance but as the rightful and legitimate tenants of the land under God’s ownership. God Himself remained the owner. As the true owner of the whole earth (Ps. 24:1) 

The Israelites had been living as slaves; their military skills were inadequate to conquer the land. But they could do it only through God’s grace alone, not through their own effort.
Moses gave them clear instruction recorded in Deuteronomy 4:1,25-26 - 1Then Moses said to the people, “Obey all the laws that I am teaching you, and you will live and occupy the land which the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you…. 25 “Even when you have been in the land a long time and have children and grandchildren, do not sin by making for yourselves an idol in any form at all. This is evil in the LORD’s sight, and it will make him angry. 26 I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that, if you disobey me, you will soon disappear from the land. You will not live very long in the land across the Jordan that you are about to occupy. You will be completely destroyed.”

Question: - What’s the lesson for us today to encounter similar challenges related to occupying the Promised Land? 
The book of Joshua also marks an important transition in salvation history when God’s people were to subdue the land and enjoy rest. Unfortunately, within just one generation, Israel started living in disobedience, and their hold on the land became shaky (Judg. 2:10–13). From the time of Judges to 2 Kings, Israel struggled most of the time to maintain control over the land. —T-BSG* 121

Is it the same situation for us in the world we live in today? 
Similar to Israel, we cannot do anything to earn our salvation (Eph. 2:8, 9). It is a gift, just as the land was God’s gift to the Israelites based on their covenantal relationship with Him. We have been given a wonderful gift of salvation, not on our merits. But it is something that we can forfeit if we are not careful. — BSG
Admonishing in Philippians 2:12 Paul says, “…continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” 
In Hebrews 12:28 we read, “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, …
Keep the Land Forever: The Jubilee – (Wednesday)
Leviticus 25:23 Your land must not be sold on a permanent basis, because you do not own it; it belongs to God, and you are like foreigners who are allowed to make use of it.” The Jubilee was very important in Jewish history. 
Key aspects of the Jubilee year

· A Jubilee year was to be celebrated after 49 years, meaning it was the 50th year. 

· The start of the Jubilee was marked by a trumpet blast on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur).

· All slaves and indentured servants were to be set free and allowed to return to their families.

· Land that had been sold was to be returned to its original family and clan, as the land ultimately belonged to God.

· All outstanding debts were to be forgiven, providing financial liberation.

· The land was to have a year of rest, with no sowing, harvesting, or pruning of vines. This emphasized a reliance on God to provide for the people.
In essence, this is the main purpose of the gospel: to erase the distinction between rich and poor, employer and employee, privileged and underprivileged, putting us all on equal footing by recognizing our complete need of God’s grace.
How can the principles of the Israelite land allotment and the Sabbath remind us that, in God’s eyes, we are all equal?
The Exile and Then, the Land “Restored” after the Babylonian Captivity – 

God sent prophets to warn His people about the impending judgment because of breaking the covenant, but they did not listen (Jer. 7:23–27). Under judgment, Israel and Judah were exiled from the place God had designed for them (2 Kings 17:7–40, 2 Kings 25:1–26). During the exile, they became nomadic once again, leaving the land and going in the opposite direction of Abraham (Psalm 137). —T-BSG* 121
But when the Israelites confessed their sins, repented, and looked for the Lord with all their hearts, God fulfilled His promise again, and brought them back to their land as a sign of their restoration. That is, He was still their God, even while they were not in the land.

How are the promise and hope of restoration fulfilled for us today? 
With the coming of the Messiah, the New Testament already showed that Jesus represented a new beginning for humanity (Matt. 1:1). Jesus came to overcome where Adam had been defeated. 

Conclusion: - As a new Adam, He became the ruler of all nations whose kingdom will not pass (1 Cor. 15:22–26). 

In the New Testament, the Promised Land is not mentioned directly, but we are told that the promises of God have been fulfilled in and through Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 1:20, Rom. 15:8). Thus, in the light of Christ, the land is reinterpreted, and it becomes the symbol of the spiritual blessings that God plans to give to His faithful people here and now (Eph. 2:6) and in the hereafter. —BSG

The ultimate fulfillment of the divine promise of rest, abundance, and well-being in the land will take place on the new earth, liberated from sin and its consequences. In that sense, as Christians, our hope is based on Christ’s promise that He will return and, after a 1,000-year period in heaven, establish His eternal kingdom on the earth made new. This will be the ultimate fulfillment of all the promises about the land. —BSG
Thus, we must walk by faith as well as by sight, trusting in God with all confidence, and resting in his love. We shall be saved eternally when we enter in through the gates into the city.
**** God Bless You! ****
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