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Lesson – 9 (Qtr. – 2, 2026) Sin, the Gospel, and the Law 
Scripture Text – “I will never forget Your precepts, for by them You have given me life. I am Yours, save me; for I have sought Your precepts” (Psalm 119:93-94, NKJV).
Introduction – The three concepts in Christian Theology – Sin, the Gospel, and the Law, form the foundational narrative/story of the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation. They work together to diagnose our spiritual condition, reveal our need for salvation, and provide the ultimate remedy for our separation from God. 
Question: If Sin, the Gospel, and the Law work together, can we call ‘sin’ a spiritual disease in need of a spiritual doctor?
Yes, of course, we can because we need all these three to diagnose our spiritual condition, reveal our need for salvation, and provide the ultimate remedy for our separation from God.  
Question: Are distractions and temptations sin? Distractions and temptations are dual forces that derail focus. 
· Distractions: External or internal stimuli that draw our attention away from our current goal. They are often innocent (e.g., a buzzing phone, a passing thought) but disrupt your flow.
· Temptations: Urges that promise immediate gratification, often leading to guilt, regret, or a straying from your core values. 
Example: Samson (Judges 14:1, 4, 16, 17). He was called by God for a specific purpose, but Samson served God while giving in to temptation. He fell because he thought he was strong. He got distracted and depended on his own strength to overcome temptations. But we must remember: Our faith will help us to stand, and faith comes by hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17). And this kind of faith is a stronghold that will lead us to build our relationship with God. 
Our relationship with God must have strongholds like: 

· Be humble, as Jesus was humble.
· Rely on God’s Word as self-reliance will bring you down.
· Keep a level-eye. Stop being so critical and judgmental of others. God is the judge, so let Him be so (1 Cor. 4:5). 

· …love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44, NKJV).
· Anger management – Do not get angry at your enemies. Pray for your enemies and see how this changes not just your walk with God but also your relationship with others. 

These are just a few strongholds in building relationship with God. 
1.The Law (The Mirror) James 1:23-25; Romans 3:20 
The law of God (found throughout the Old Testament, summarized in the Ten Commandments) reveals God's perfect holiness and righteous standard. 

The Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:3-17) were written by God’s own finger. Jesus echoed their importance: “And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first commandment. And the second, like it, is this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31, NKJV). He added: “On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:40, NKJV).

· Its purpose: The law is like a mirror. It doesn't wash or fix us; it simply shows us where we are flawed and exposes our inability to live up to God's standard. (James 1:23-25); (Romans 3:20 “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.") 
· Its limits: The law demands perfect obedience, but it cannot save us, forgive us, or grant eternal life. 

2. Sin (The Diagnosis) - Sin is a state into which humans are born. This is reflected in Genesis 5:1-3, where it is stated that Adam was created in God’s image, but Seth was born in the image of Adam, his father. 
The difference between Adam being created in God’s image (Gen. 1) and Seth being made in Adam’s image (Gen. 5) can be explained by the event that brought this change: the fall into sin as Genesis 3 describes.               
After Adam and Eve sinned, our human nature was corrupted, and their future generations were born with a sinful nature. David states it plainly: “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me” (Ps. 51:5). 
The apostle Paul explains it clearly in Romans 7:15-20 when he declares that sin lies in our human nature. Humans are born with a sinful nature, and consequently born as sinners separated from God and in need of salvation. 
James underlines the same truth when he explains that sin begins with the inner cravings in our sinful nature, that the “evil desire” lies within us, and when it is cultivated, it produces sin, a reaching for the forbidden fruit. This wrong desire is not yet sin (unless cherished), but when it is yielded to, it leads to wrong actions and death (James 1:14, 15). We are guilty when we play and associate with these evil desires. 

Sin is a neglect to do good, an omission to do what is right (James 4:17). Christianity is an active religion. The living God is a God of action; therefore, He wants proactive followers. Knowing the truth and practicing good deeds should always go hand in hand (Gal. 5:4; James 1:27; 1 Peter 2:9; Eph. 2:10).

Question - What is sin according to the Bible? (Jiri Moskala, Adventist Review 01 May 2024)

Sin, according to Genesis 3, is a broken relationship with God, an attempt to live independently, autonomously, from God (from Greek autos, “self,” and nomos, “law,” i.e., to be a law for oneself). It's a life without God, His authority, and His law. It destroys the basic qualities of life and says no to God’s presence in life (thus, Adam and Eve hid after sinning). 
The same idea of Genesis 3 is stated by Paul in the New Testament: “Everything that does not come from faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). The well-known definition of sin in the Bible comes from the apostle John (rooted in Genesis 3): ‘sin is a breaking of the law’ (1 John 3:4; the Greek word ‘anomia’ that literally means “lawlessness”), a concrete act of disobedience. It is an external action, a visible result of a broken relationship, an outcome of wrong thinking, an effect of broken faith, and a product of mistrust. And so, Faith is a trust relationship with God, and breaking faith is sin (Mal. 2:10, 11). 
God commented on the sin of Moses in the same manner: “You did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites” (Num. 20:12). So, sin is a mistrust of, a disbelief in, God; it is a state of mind with a direct rejection of God’s law. 

Ellen G. White keenly defines the first sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden as “distrust of God’s goodness, disbelief of His word, and rejection of His authority, that made our first parents transgressors, and that brought into the world a knowledge of evil” (Education [Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1903], p. 25).

Sin is any thought, word, or action that transgresses God's law or falls short of His glory. 

· The reality of sin: The Bible teaches that sin is an inherent condition of humanity. Romans 6:23 states that the "wages of sin is death," which means spiritual separation from a Holy God.
· The interplay with the law: The law actually highlights our sin. When the law commands us not to covet or lie, our sinful nature often rebels against it, making us realize just how helpless we are to save ourselves. 

3. The Law and the Gospel (The Remedy) 

The word gospel literally means "good news". While the law says, "Here is what you must do," the Gospel announces, "Here is what Christ has already done for you." 

· The fulfillment: Jesus Christ lived a perfect, sinless life, fulfilling the demands of the law. 

· The sacrifice: He willingly took the penalty for our sin (death) upon the cross. 

· The free gift: Through the gospel, His righteousness is credited to us as a free gift, received by grace through faith.
How They Work Together - Only when we understand the true nature of sin can we better comprehend and know ourselves and admire even more what Jesus has done and is doing for, in, and through us. 
Where the first Adam failed, the Second Adam won (Rom. 5:14-21; 1 Cor. 15:22, 45-49). What humans lost in the Garden of Eden Christ came to restore at the cross. God did not leave us to the power of Satan and sin—the Spirit of God brings victory when we by faith cling to God and His Word, as only the Holy Spirit and the Word of God can produce true life (Eze. 36:25-27; Rom. 8:4, 14). 

These three ideas are meant to direct believers to a relationship with God:
· Sin acts as the fatal diagnosis.
· The Law exposes our spiritual sickness and the need for remedy.
· The Gospel serves as the cure, paid for by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
Our sinful nature neither changes nor disappears through conversion or repentance. However, our sinful nature, tendencies, or inclinations (inherited or cultivated) can be controlled by the power of the Holy Spirit, His Word, and God’s grace (Rom. 7:25; 8:1-11). 
Until the Second Coming we will have our sinful nature, and only then will believers be completely transformed and receive an incorruptible body (1 Cor. 15:50-57; Phil. 3:20, 21; 1 John 3:2-5). 
In the meantime, however, we can have every confidence in Christ, who delivers us from sin.
*** God Bless You! ***
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